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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0AyuHjnjkf8&feature=youtu.be&t=29s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0AyuHjnjkf8&feature=youtu.be&t=27s
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An effective team task… Note the management of the task

•Application Exercises!!!



11/21/2016

3

Let’s look at another case

The handout titled “The Case of Robert Burdell” contains a 
partial transcript of an actual classroom discussion. Some 
details have been altered to protect the identity of the 
persons and institution involved.

Please read the scenario and be prepared to answer some 
questions about it.

Working with a group, use your interpretation of this situation 
to decide which diagnosis of the situation is MOST LIKELY
and which is LEAST LIKELY. Be prepared to share and explain 
your group’s answer.

A. The students are incapable of responding better because they did not 
prepare well.

B. The students distrust Professor Burdell and are refusing to play along 
with him.

C. The students are waiting for one of the smartest students to save 
them. 

D. The students are afraid they will be wrong if they say anything.

E. The students do not understand what Professor Burdell is asking them 
to say.
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On my signal, use your colored cards to indicate the diagnosis 
that your group believed to be MOST LIKELY.

A. The students are incapable of responding better because they did not 
prepare well.

B. The students distrust Professor Burdell and are refusing to play along 
with him.

C. The students are waiting for one of the smartest students to save 
them. 

D. The students are afraid they will be wrong if they say anything.

E. The students do not understand what Professor Burdell is asking them 
to say.

On my signal, use your colored cards to indicate the diagnosis 
that your group believed to be LEAST LIKELY.

A. The students are incapable of responding better because they did not 
prepare well.

B. The students distrust Professor Burdell and are refusing to play along 
with him.

C. The students are waiting for one of the smartest students to save 
them. 

D. The students are afraid they will be wrong if they say anything.

E. The students do not understand what Professor Burdell is asking them 
to say.
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Why do limited-option decisions 
foster critical thinking?

Instructional Focus: Focused decision-making ensures that students’ 
analysis and discussion will focus on the issues that you have 
determined to be key.

Compare:
Discuss why Dr. Burdell’s students aren’t answering his questions.

to

Rank the following diagnoses of the situation in Dr. Burdell’s classroom.

Another example of a strategy to 
promote critical thinking

Using raw data to make predictions

Predict the Data

The study: In your envelopes are data from The US 
Department of Education Early Longitudinal Study (ECLS), 
a study that sought to measure students’ academic 
performance and gathered survey information about each 
child, seeking to determine which demographic factors 
would correlate with academic achievement.

Your task: In your groups, sort these data into two categories: 
(A) factors that were found to be strongly correlated with 
high test scores and (B) factors that were NOT strongly 
correlated with high test scores. Be prepared to share and 
explain your predictions.

Let’s hear some of your predictions

When prompted, hold up the card (A or B) that corresponds with the 
category into which you placed the following items. Be prepared to 
explain your group’s answers.

• The child’s mother was thirty or older at the time of her first child’s 
birth.

• The child’s parents read to him nearly every day.

• The child has many books in the home.

• The child frequently watches television.

• The child’s parents speak English in the home.

• The child attended Head Start.
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About this task

• Shape: Make a decision (which items belong in which 
category?) based on what you already know.

• Timing: At the beginning of a sequence (“teach forward”)
• Compare alternate use: Later in the sequence, so students use 

their new knowledge of course material (from the readings) to 
make more sophisticated decisions.

Factors strongly correlated with 
high test scores

• The child has educated parents.

• The child’s parents have high socioeconomic status.

• The child’s mother was thirty or older at the time of her first 
child’s birth.

• The child had low birth weight.

• The child’s parents speak English in the home.

• The child is adopted.

• The child’s parents are involved in the PTA.

• The child has many books in the home.

Factors NOT strongly correlated with high 
test scores

• The child’s family is intact.

• The child’s parents recently moved into a better 
neighborhood.

• The child’s mother didn’t work between birth and 
kindergarten.

• The child attended Head Start.

• The child’s parents regularly take him to museums.

• The child is regularly spanked.

• The child frequently watches television.

• The child’s parents read to him nearly every day.

Task formats for 4 S Decisions Task formats for 4 S Decisions
• Select from limited options (e.g. multiple choice)

• Sorting

• A single value (numerical estimate or other scoring) 
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Multiple minds converging on a single action.

Bloom’s Taxonomy (Simplified)

Knowledge/Comprehension
Recall of information (conceptual)

Grasp meaning

Application/Analysis
Solve problems

Find patterns

Synthesis/Evaluation
Make predictions

Make choices/decisions
Compare/discriminate between ideas
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