
Calderwood Seminars in Public Writing:

"The most beneficial class I have taken at Wellesley"

David L. Lindauer

Stanford Calderwood Professor of Economics

Wellesley College



American Studies 355: Critiquing American Popular Culture

Art History 303: Artist and Critic

Biological Sciences 340: Biology in the News

Chemistry 309: Advances in Chemical Biology

Cinema and Media Studies 327: Public Writing on Film & TV

Comp Lit 359/French 359: Advocating for Other Cultures

Economics 335: Economic Journalism

English 390: The New York Review of Books at 50

ES 399: Environmental Synthesis and Communication

Mathematics 340: Explaining Mathematics

Music 301: Music in Public

Philosophy 330: Ethics for Everyone

Political Science 319: Campaigns and Elections

Psychology 343: Psychology in the Public Interest

Religion 380: Religion and Public Morality

Sociology 324: Public Sociology

Spanish 340: Unity and Diversity in the Hispanic World

Writing Program 390: Law, Medicine and Ethics

Calderwood Seminars:



Calderwood Seminars in Public Writing 

Beyond Wellesley

Georgetown University

Middlebury College
Bard College Amherst College

Wesleyan University



Economics 101; Principles of Microeconomics

I. Introduction 

II.       Supply and Demand 

III. Ceilings, Floors and Taxes 

IV.      Market Efficiency and Market Failure 

V.       The Theory of the Firm 

VI.     Perfect Competition 

VII.    Industrial Organization 

VIII. Consumer Behavior 

IX.      Inequality and Poverty 



Economics 101; Principles of Microeconomics

I.     Introduction  (September 3-10)
Mankiw, Chapters 1, 2 (+ Appendix) 

A. Goolsbee, “Why People Hate Economists (and Why We Don’t Care)” (August 2006)        

L. Summers, “Morning Prayers Address,” Appleton Chapel, Harvard University (September 15, 2003)

II.   Supply and Demand (September 11-17)
Mankiw, Chapter 4 

K. Case, “The value of scalping,” The Boston Globe (January 21, 2007) 

P. Conkling, “The Great Silent Lobster Tie Up,” The Working Waterfront (July 2012)

M. Munger, “They Clapped: Can Price-Gouging Laws Prohibit Scarcity?” (January 8, 2007)



Assignments in Economic Journalism

● Official Government Report

● Article in a Professional Journal

● Public Lecture by an Economist

● Book Review

● Op-Ed

● Interview/Profile of an Economist



BLS (Unemployment Trends; Macro)

● OFFICIAL REPORT

CBO (Entitlement Spending and Budget Deficits; Macro) 

Claudia Goldin (Gender Pay Gap; Labor Economics)

● JOURNAL ARTICLE

Roland Fryer (Police Use of Lethal Force; Econometrics) 

Amy Finkelstein (Oregon Medicare Experiment; Health Economics)

● PUBLIC LECTURE

Raj Chetty (Social Mobility; Income Inequality)

William Nordhaus (Climate Change; Environmental Economics)

● BOOK REVIEW

Steven Radelet (Global Poverty Alleviation; Development Economics)

● OP-ED Students Select (All fields)

● INTERVIEW/PROFILE         Students Select (All fields)



300-level

200-level

100-level

Calderwood 

Seminars

200-level

100-level

The Calderwood Difference



A Typical Week in ECON 335, Economic Journalism

Writers Editors



Week 5:

Reporting on Claudia Goldin’s 2014 Presidential Address to the 

American Economic Association

Henry Lee Professor of Economics, Harvard University
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● Major
○ Empowering students in the knowledge they have gained from previous courses

○ Taking one more “lap around the major”

○ Finding one’s “voice”

What do Students Learn from their Calderwood Seminars?

● Writing
○ Public writing versus academic writing

○ Establishing a context and having an opinion

○ Improving writing mechanics

● Soft Skills
○ Seeing the work of one’s peers

○ Learning to give and receive criticism

○ Becoming better and more skeptical readers



CALDERWOOD COURTYARD -- MFA

CALDERWOOD COURTYARD -- FOGG

CALDERWOOD PAVILION -- BCA

CALDERWOOD HALL -- GARDNER


