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Your questions: 



Does grading provide feedback 
to help students learn? 



Does grading motivate 
students to learn? 



At best . . . At worst . . . 



Grade to support learning 

“grade students on the knowledge and 
abilities they have developed by the 
end of the class rather than on an 
average of accomplishments displayed 
throughout the term. . . . [That] means 
making each examination 
comprehensive, giving students 
multiple chances to demonstrate their 
comprehension. It also means 
constructing examinations with the 
greatest care to test the appropriate 
abilities comprehensively” (Bain 36).  











Your questions about 
grading standards: 

  



Departmental Standards? 





Tatum’s wise feedback 

�  Better than sandwich feedback for Black students 
according to study by Steele and Cohen 

�  Communicate high standards 

�  Express confidence in your student 

�  Give your student clear instructions and support 



Collaborative Work? 















Walvoord and Anderson on 
grading 

�  Appreciate the complexity of grading and accept 
that any grading system will have flaws and 
constraints, so focus instead on grading as a 
tool for learning. 

�  Be a teacher first, a gatekeeper last. 



Slides held in reserve 
follow  



A little history 



Grade A-C Beef 


