Reunion Questionnaire

Q1 In one sentence, "Who are you now?"
That's a good question. I'll let you know when I find out!
An 81 year old woman, mother and wife, who loves deeply, is an avid learner, is an advocate for social and
economic justice, practices chi gong and tai chi, is sustained by connections with beloved people and the natural
world.
An elderly woman fortunate with good health and a close fa ily
I just became a widow two weeks ago, after taking care of my husband who was paralyzed 13 years ago by
surgery on his back. For all of our married life of 57 years, he has been my top priority. Now I finally my own
priority.
I am retired as a former professor living with my partner who has Parkinson's.
I am 81 years old and still living in the same house since 1974 but without my spouse of 53 years or my
daughter of 52 years and the many cats we loved over those years and struggling with a cancer diagnosis and
treatment that has paralleled the start of the Corona virus in March of 2020,
A retired, married professional woman who lived an interesting life involved with local institutions and the arts,
and is looking forward to getting back to it post Covid!
I am an outgoing widow (since 2013) , living in an independent living complex foe 3+ years. I am a mother of 2/
grandmother of 2. Helping new residents get comfortable in their new surroundings gives me pleasure.
I am an 81 year old who follows the precepts of Buddhism, being aware and grateful for life.
I am a retired teacher and still a wife, mother, and grandmother who enjoys life, learning, and love.
I am an active, healthy wife, mother, grandmother/guardian, friend.
I am a more mature woman, wife, mother, grandmother, and a potter working in the studio as often as possible
as I try to maintain my business in times of Covid.
A generally happy, healthy 82 year old very involved with family, friends, and community.
I am a retired widower living in a block of flats behind two college boathouses and overlooking a river with 30
swans and in good times many students in racing shells.
A wise, inquiring, and accomplished 81-year-old who is often told she doesn't look 80!
I am an 82 year old, reasonably healthy woman, still married, (husband’s health recently somewhat
compromised to an unknown extent,) with three grown, healthy, married, successful children, two males and one
female, and six grandchildren between the ages of 26 and 13, five females and one male, all doing well.
I am a happily married woman, retired from work outside the home and living close to my children and
grandchildren.
I am a retired librarian.
I am the summation of all of the experiances of my lifetime, both thrilling and unpleasant.
Mother, Grandmother, Great grandmother, friend, volunteer2

NOW I AM AN LIGHT BEARER ON A SPIRITUAL PATH TO SAVE OUR PLANET BY BRINGING HEAVEN TO
EARTH
An 80 year old woman in fairly good health living in a retirement community full of high achievers, activists, and
many interesting and pleasant people.
I am a retired travel agent, pining for my next trip.
An 80-year-old woman who isn't anything special.
I'm sharing retirement with my Husband, and am very happy.
Mother, grandmother, editor, chicken parent
I am a gardener, a reader, a worker for social justice in a still- southern rural town, a wife, parent and
grandparent, a listener.
I’m a disorganized 81 year-old who still does plenty of useful volunteer work for others but never has enough
time or inclination to clear all the decades of accumulated “stuff” from my own terribly messy house.
I am an old woman who's sad she didn't accomplish more in life and frustrated that now that she's stopped
working can't get out to do things to make up for lost time because of the pandemic, but happy because she has
a very loving husband and a wonderful daughter, and thanks God for all He's given to them.
A care taker, volunteer, exercise nut.
I am who I always was, a searcher, intense, alternately joyful and anxious, deeply grateful for a full life—but also
someone who cannot believe in one-sentence answers to a question like this.
I am a wife, mother, and grandmother.
I am an 81 year old widow with three children and five grandchildren who lives alone in the house my husband
and I bought in 1974, which I love and want to stay in as long as I can.
I am a busy working woman, close to my siblings and their children, to several Smith friends; still intellectually
curious and willing to help those in need financially.
A successful business woman, happily married with a supportive husband, continuing to enjoy her work.
Husband died 3 weeks ago. In transition, big transition. But who I really am spiritually is porous, one with
everything, whole, one with the universe, love
An 80 year old woman resuming a previous life, and I hope taking on some new adventures.
I am an exercise enthusiast who volunteers a bit but mostly is looking after my frail , almost 93, year old
husband.
I am single, twice divorced, with two limited edition children. I live on the upper west side of Manhattan, next to
Central Park. I retired from my job as an art therapist in the psychiatric day treatment program at Mount Sinai
Hospital.
A parent, grandparent, friend, colleague, professor, Quaker, but always in everything a teacher and learner.
I am not always sure. I hope I'm still growing.
I am the same person I always was, I just look older!

I am a mostly happy person, with close friends and family, looking forward to traveling again
A mother of three, grandmother of six, former investment banker, generally happy camper, luckily in great health
and, unavoidably, a bit apprehensive about what the next years will inevitably bring
I am a happily married wife of an 84-year-old husband, mother of 4 wonderful children and grandmother of 11
equally wonderful grandchildren, and who is fortunate to have relatively good health and all my cognitive
functions still intact.
I am a happy homemaker and caretaker for my husband.
I'm a happy camper
I am a happy, energetic, inquisitive person who my friends say that I should retire from retirement!
I have always been lucky, and I still am..
I am now an elderly woman delighted to be alive and thrilled to be fully vaccinated.
Still a volunteer, but at my own pace. Am thankful for modern medicine and to be able to replace both hips and a
knee.- otherwise I would be a cripple!
I am a happily married woman with two marvelous grandchildren who Loves traveling to interesting places, has
been taking French lessons before Covid, recently resigned from several not-for-profit boards, currently works
as a volunteer mediator in the court system, serves on the board of trustees of my condominium, loves to cook
and entertain, and is deeply committed to understanding systemic racism, issues of caste, diversity equity and
inclusion and who reads a great deal of fiction, non fiction, watches a lot of television and acknowledges that a
lot of what I read and watch might be considered "lowbrow."
I am thankful to have all five of my children doing well and be able to walk and play music daily oh and garden
when we lose the white stuff
I'm feeling very fortunate to have a wonderful husband who is riding out the pandemic with me.
I am an open minded, forgiving, continually learning, overweight worried Democrat.
I am a writer, Renaissance scholar, grandmother, mother, wife for 10 years after loosing my first husband to
cancer and alcohol at age 45, Hispanist, tennis and bridge player, gardener and a worrier, especially about
Covid and how it may affect my family.
I am a ceramic artist still fully engaged in my art , a wife, a mother, a grandmother and a great grandmother.
I think in many ways I am the same person I was in college, cheerful and friendly, but of course, my “world” has
expanded so much in terms of family and friends acquired, places lived and jobs held that it feels like I have
lived many different and wonderful lives, with the present Covid pandemic life bringing so much shrinking of all
that was joy in my life, and some sadness with it, too.
A happy widow, mother, sister, grandmother & working Realtor.
I am an elderly woman looking forward to spring when I can finally visit and hug family and friends again.
A widow, grandmother, part-time professor, friend
Despite the wear and tear of years, I’m still the curious, optimistic if slightly anxious woman I was in 1961, just a
lot older and, I hope, a bit wiser.

A bit creaky, but still full of curiosity and creative ideas.
Awareness and love
I am a widow of a wonderful man who gave me two beloved children and I am now remarried to an interesting
elderly man who needs special care which I balance with time for myself to write poetry.
I am still curious about what will happen next to me. I continue to keep up my activities and volunteer jobs of the
past 10-15 years. This was possible with in-house and virtual substitutions during the lockdown. I moved to a
retirement community in February 2002.
Sitting on an old green sofa eating sautéed trout, green peas and zucchini; smiling at my tabby cat sleeping at
the other end of the sofa in a ridiculous-looking pose. Being vaccinated, I have spent time with two friends today,
and made plans for a little trip.
I'm usually upbeat woman of 81 who is actively involved in community activities, reads and takes courses to
keep learning, walks every day and tries to maintain a healthy lifestyle.
An overly busy volunteer community leader, (president of the Georgetown Village)
I am an 81 year old retired marketing consultant, jeweler, wife, mother, and grandmother
I'm an almost 82-year old, married for 54 years, mother of 3 and grandmother of 4, retired nurse practitioner,
active in the Episcopal Church.
I am an active, retired, wife, mother and grandmother who is also an officer in the local alumnae club.
I am an eminent crusader, innovator, activist, also mother and grandmother.
I am a strong intellectually engaged woman who is still involved as a lawyer and as an active citizen with a
wonderful marriage of almost 60 years.
A healthy, happy "old lady" enjoying her husband, of 58 years, 3 daughters, 8 grandkids, travel, books, friends,
and the great outdoors!
I am an 81-year-old wife, mother,grandmother, reader, and retired teacher.
I am a happily retired old woman blessed with a terrific son, a nice house, a couple of devoted dogs, five
volunteer positions in my community, continuing freelance work, and good health.
I am a new widow, a mother and a grandmother.
I am a retired high school history teacher who delights in my life with my husband, son, daughter-in-law, and two
grandchildren.
A well cared for invalid with a loving family
A very busy retired widow - feeling a bit old.
myself
mature, flexible, strong woman
Happily living with my husband of 60 years; enjoying close family ties; still skiing, golfing, playing pickle ball,
reading; volunteering in my community; and connecting with friends.

I am a particle of nothingness in the vast Universe, totally comfortable in my own skin and in the universal skin
of all beingness.
I am a single healthy woman looking for adventure, filling my days during the pandemic with Zoom calls,
walking, exercising, outdoor tennis (contingent on the weather), desk work, reading, talking, eating - and waiting
to do more, to travel, to be with friends, to be of service to some ones some where.
a contented, grateful privileged old white person, trying to do no harman share what seems worth sharing
I'm a mother, grandmother, organizer, activist, reader, music-maker.
CP I am retired, sadly living alone, engaged in volunteer work, lacking fun in this time of Covid-19.
A happy grandmother with a long career in Historic Preservation and Conservation issues.
I am retired, widowed and live alone but with lots of friends, and 3 sons, and 8 grandchildren ranging from
10-18, some in blended families
I am a happy almost 82 year old woman, who feels very fortunate to have a wonderful ( second ) husband (35
years ), a daughter and grandson nearby who are both blossoming after some difficult times, and a career I still
enjoy .
I am an activist, writer, grandmother, mother, and friend in that order, although I was much more in touch with
who I am a year ago, before the devastating isolation of Covid.
I am a grateful woman for all that has gone before, all that is now present and looking toward a future.
I greet every day with joy and expectation, full of gratitude for family, husband and friends and our good fortune,
putting my positive energy into our family life and too-numerous volunteer projects.
I am a mother, wife, grandmother, retired teacher living in a 55 and older community in Fla
I am a mother, still a wife, grandmother of six; I am dismayed by the state of our democracy and trying to do
what I can to preserve it; I am a very concerned 80 plus year old, concerned about the future we have left for our
children and grandchildren.
I'm a wife, mother, grandmother, volunteer, author of family photo books, traveler, retired tech manager, etc who
enjoys having moved to an independent living community with a variety of activities (before the covid).
I am a widow living in independent living situation.
I am a retired university professor of history, a grandmother of one, a traveler, an amateur musician, an observer
more than an activist.
I am living at my home in Florida.
I am a newly minted widow trying to find her way
I am an 80 year old woman who has finally, I believe, become her whole self (a la Carl Jung) and has finally lost
many of her inhibitory neurons so that she can express that self with more confidence.
A retired editor, healthy but fearing memory loss, and finding the travel restrictions that keep me from visiting my
family increasingly difficult
81, still vertical and keeping everything going.

I am a happily married older woman with two happily married daughters, still in good health and trying to make
the most out of the limited number of years ahead.
Although now 81 I remain very active both in sports of various kinds and my work in real estate, living in a
wonderful part of NH, and reflecting on so many wonderful memories of places that I have lived and children and
grandchildren who have been such important parts of my life.
I'm a retired and widowed Smith and Harvard grad enjoying life in a wonderful new Senior Living Community in
beautiful Bozeman Montana where one of my daughters and family also live.
Mother, wife, grandmother and attorney
Someone who appreciates all the good fortune that I have enjoyed because of luck, birth, not merit; someone
who still finds joy on most days as well as frustration and fears: someone who hopes to show kindness, love,
and empathy to others.
I’m an 81 year old me. I’ve had a mosaic of experiences including an almost 60 year marriage; raised three
children, followed my husband as his career grew, had my own career, traveled widely and am now retired still
hoping to travel more if we can get beyond the pandemic.
Very different than when I was at Smith, though influences there still strong.
A retired executive managing a serious chronic disease and leading a large support group of patients with the
disease. As I face very high risk factors I have moved out of NY City for most of the month to Connecticut. I
remain a committed art history student and audit graduate seminars at the Institute of Fine Arts, NYU,, where I
completed my PhD through my orals about 10 years ago. I am a lucky wife with a supportive husband and have
missed seeing any family for a year, although I can zoom and catch up virtually on my fantastic son and his
family.
I am a grateful 81 year old ,vaccinated widow.who remains active in a family business and chairs a publicly held
med-tech company and exercises compulsively while enjoying and empowering her two living children and six
grandchildren.
An older, wiser, woman, comfortable in my skin.
I am a retired landscape architect living with my husband on the Central Coast of California (which is neither
northwest or southwest but in the middle).
A nostalgic old lady who misses her husband more than anyone can imagine.
An 80+ year old hoping NOT to live to 100 (although, fingers crossed in good health).
The person that I always was
An 81-year old, white female happily married with two children, two in-law children and five wonderful
grandchildren who sees time going by much too fast....
I am a healthy octogenarian wife, mother and grandmother living in an excellent retirement community, i.e., a
fortunate woman.
I am an 81 year old married woman with 3 children and 5 grandchildren who is a retired attorney, residing in an
independent living community.
I am a reasonably healthy woman, fortunate enough to have an active, living husband, two daughters and three
grandchildren out of college and working.

I am retired, still in love w/ the same man I married 50+ years ago, have 3 terrific middle aged kids who are also
still married w/ 2 wonderful children each.
I am well adjusted mature lady usually content devoted to family and interested in maintaining peace whenever
possible .
I am a very active woman who is happily married and very healthy
I am a strong woman who has had a wonderful life, raised two fine sons and a successful career, and now has
settled into wisdom and gratitude.
Widow, retired judge, active outdoors, grandparent
An exuberant Elder grateful for my extraordinary life in Aspen for 35 years with my lovely husband, Jay Hughes,
with lots of life long learning, close family ties, amazing friends and plenty of biking and skiing.
The person I’m comfortable being
A comfortable healthy lady of leisure who feels blessed to have lived a stress free happy life with more to come.
Much more complicated than I was then. More satisfied, more understanding, more patient, more interested,
more forgiving, more loving, and more worried
Older, smarter, opinionated
I am a retired clinical social worker, loving every minute of my retirement even in lockdown and looking forward
to time with my family again.
I am a healthy, happy wife, mother, grandmother enjoying mostly my family but also good books, friends young
and old, coming out from under covid and a wretched four years of very poor and corrupt federal leadership.
A widow who has had a few careers and an miraculously happy marriage.
I'm a young girl in an old lady's body!
I am a retired widow
81-year old, liberal democratic activist, looking forward to a new post-worrisome covid-19 and anti-democratic
world
Artist, teacher, student, mother, wife turned 80 year old
an old bat
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Q4 Anything to add to this? For example do you split your time
among homes? Have you downsized to just one home? Do you
travel to a different climate?
We have downsized to one home from a larger city to a small city (or big town)
We retired 22 years ago to the Jersey Shore and live in a two-story town house condo on the bay with a short
walk to the ocean. We had a boat but sold it when my husband became an invalid. I have kept him at home and
cared for him with live-in caregivers for 13 years.
I used to divide my time between my NYC apartment and my Paris apartment but I no longer travel much.
My house is small and my community Is very supportive as well as my daughter is virtual with work so she
travels to me and visitors from Japan, Russia love to visit me here in this small coastal town.
We have a second home in the Pocono mountains which we use mostly in the warmer months.
Wish to get back to a sunny Sanibel in mid winter.
One historic house in small village near the ocean.
Summers are split between our home and a summer cabin on a lake we have had for over 50 years. We have
been spending a month each year in Hawaii except for this pandemic year.
We recently relocated to Atlanta from NYC. Here we’re close to family and have met many new friends.
We live on the ocean in an old fishing town north of Boston.
4
We have lived in the same home for 40 years, in the same area for 55 years. We lived in Scotland our first year
of marriage and have been able to travel abroad most every year but the last
We live in the three-story townhouse in Brookline, MA that we have lived in for 40 years.
We sold our vacation home; no travel based on climate.
Our main home is a circa 1900 Sears and Roebuck farmhouse in Northern Virginia near Washington. We spend
our summers in our mountain cabin Colorado.
We split our time between our home in a lovely college town and a cottage at the beach just up the hill from the
Pacific Ocean- perfect location for long walks.
NOT suburban, small town! That option was not given. It's my hometown, where I lived from age 7 to age 16,
and I live in what was my great-aunts' house.
We are year-rounders in rural New York.
Retired to our second home on a creek off the Chesapeake bay years ago. Visit my New England roots to family
homes in Maine and MA annually.
Just sold a second 250-year old family house that I still owned with my sister ( at her urging).

Thanks to my husband's parents, we have a magical, small summer house set on a beautiful bay on Long Island
which is everyone's favorite place to visit. We are downsizing as I fill this out to a CCRC because of health
issues, and we're struggling with the effort of cleaning out our home of 38 years. I would love to be able to spend
winters in Florida, but that's not possible because we have to stay within range of our doctors.
We split our time between an apartment in the city and a home in the country on 7 1/2 acres.
Interesting that you don't include "West" as a category. That is where I live, now just in one place, no longer
wanting to travel anywhere after a lifetime of travel.
We have a second home in the Berkshires where we try to spend the entire summer.
I have a house near the Chesapeake Bay, about an hour drive from my home, and I spend time there with my
daughter and her family, who live near me. In good weather we have friends come for the day, and sometimes to
stay over, because there is a swimming pool which is great for the kids. When my husband was alive he had a
sailboat and a motor boat, but I have sold those because at the time there was only one grandchild and she was
a baby.
We have lived in our house for almost 43 years. We traveled a good deal until Covid-19 and look forward to
traveling again soon.
Live in one home built in 1991. Retired here in 1999. Often travel to places of geological or historical interest when the trip opportunity arises, we go. Climate not a factor
I've spent most of the past 10 years in Phoneix, Arizona which is fine in the winter but pretty unpleasant in the
summer. I wasn't there for the weather but because my sister--in-law and then 7years later my brother died and I
became guardian to my nephews. They are now twenty and I hav just moved back to NewYork. I plan now to go
back to Phoenix for a month or so in the winter to see my nephews, a few doctors and engage in a bit of
activism for sensible gun laws and better public education.
Yes-- we split our time between a two bedroom, fairly large apartment in a CCRC on the 17th floor with great
views. And a small cottage like house (- twice remodeled) on 7 1/2 acres on rural Bainbridge Island.
I used to go to Rome and Paris in the winter. I always (not last summer) go to Vermont for two weeks in July,
and visit my daughter in East Hampton, L.I.
I have lived for the last 56 years in same smallish flat midwestern town. Have lived in two different small (1250sq
ft ) old houses I have loved in same mixed use friendly neigborhoods I have loved for last 56 years, I travel when
I can for 1-3 weeks with family domestically to oceans or lakes with beaches or mountains and with friends
globally and for conferences But this is home and I am content where livin' is cheap and easy.
Rural seashore, but unfortunately becoming more populated and crowded with commerrce, tourists, et. every
day .
I live within the city limits, but in a very suburban setting--single family houses, sidewalks, cvs and grocery
stores nearby, etc. I have been in this home for 30 years. The house is on a dead-end street and backs up to a
wooded park. I would downsize if I could find as pretty a setting. In the pandemic, my husband and I each have
our own spaces when we don't want to be together.
Just downsized to apts and split between city and florida on the ocean.
I cannot answer 2 and 3, as my year is equally split between the US and Europe and city and rural, and three
countries. Without taking into account (now-constrained) "exotic" travel
We have an extended family home in snow country in NH, to which are able to retreat in any season, and enjoy
a lovely refuge.

My husband and I divide our time equally between Michigan and Arizona. Our legal address is jn Michigan,
where we vote, renew drivers license, etc. From approximately November 1st to May 1st we reside in Arizona.
I have downsized and we live in a retirement community which is fabulous!
We spend all our time at home except for groceries, pickup meals, necessary errands, occasional visits by the
children and grandchildren, and a once a week card game with my old cronies. We are still nervous about going
to a restaurant that is serving the world full-blown, or going to a movie. So we are just at the edge of stepping
out, but still nervous. Both of us have had two Moderna vaccine shots, but none of the vaccines is 100%. And I
am a mathematician. My husband is just wussy.
Half the year in the southeast, half in the northeast. I live in the southeast because I have family here and good
medical care but I prefer the northeast including the climate.
Have downsized to one home, Am glad to leave, but did love , my older large home.
This is the first time that we haven't had three homes. We have one wonderful condominium unit and most of all
we do not have a storage unit. For a while we would travel to California during the winter pre-Covid. Probably
will try to get out of the cold several times in the winter in the next number of years
no
Before the pandemic and after our children were adults, we used to rent a condo in Vero Beach, FL, for the
month of March. We've lived in our current four-bedroom house for about 30 years and will downsize in about
four or five years.
I have spent the last - covid - months at our beach location with a dog and a couple of friends to walk with. My
usual family is at our real home.
We split our time between Delray Beach, Florida, and Syracuse, New York, with frequent trips to Europe. My
husband is from Northern Ireland originally and his daughter (my step daughter), son-in-law and granddaughters
live in Surrey. I also travel to Spain to do research. Our other children and grandchildren (mine) live in Chapel
HIll, North Carolina, and Austin, Texas.
we split our time between Boston and Martha's Vineyard
In 2011, (our 50th), After 27 years of living and working on our apple farm, my husband and I sold the farm and
retired (4 miles away) back into Exeter, NH, where we had lived since 1966, hoping for new challenges in our
retirement, which were not to be (see later) which is where I live now. We also spend lots of summer time at our
house on Buzzards Bay (Cape Cod, Charlie’s family house, next door to my grandparents house where we met
in 1962) and where our children and grands still gather for waterfront fun.
My two boys live in Texas & Massachusetts, sister in Connecticut, so that’s where I wander when I can.
summers at Cape Cod
I began adult life in Manhattan, moved to the burbs, then back to my parents’ old house after my mother died
and my husband was ready to retire. We’re in that house, which is too big for us but no mind, and talk about
going somewhere for the winter...but never do so.
I have an apartment in New York City and a home in East Hampton, Long Island, where I spend many
weekends and an occasional week.
Split time between city (NYC) and the Berkshires (rural area) in Western Massachusetts. Have downsized from
larger to smaller apartment this year after my husband passed away but retain same home in the Berkshires.

I am fortunate to have three homes, a small apartment in Richmond, a house on the Chesapeake Bay and a
camp on Lake Champlain. Most of my time is spent in the apartment in Richmond with weekend visits to the Bay
and a month at the lake in the summer.
I sold my house and moved into a small apartment 16 years ago. Summers are extremely hot here. I have no
other home, but a few friends who do where it is cooler.
Not really rural. In a wooded setting within a small town
September to June in Washington DC February in the Dominican Republic where we once lived. July and
August in Biddeford Pool, Maine
Winter- city. Summer- river house
My sister and I own a family farm in Western Maine where we like to spend time during the summer.
Travelled until the pandemic, and hope to travel again when it is possible.
I alternate between garden suburb and rural farm property.
We have not yet downsized. In the winter we travel South to Florida..
Have 2 homes, both in New England. Try to go somewhere warm for a month or two in the winter.
We live in a college town in Delaware in a development with a pond in our back yard. I have been here twenty
years but miss my real hometown, Washington, D.C. I always hoped to live in the southwest.
I live in City Island, a "small town in a big city," which is in the Bronx on Long Island Sound. Living on the
waterfront in an old Victorian house, I never need to leave in the summer or winter, except to travel occasionally
to visit exotic places.
I spend winters with my family in LA and other parts of winter in Florida. I rent in both places. I own my home in
the notheast.
We downsized to an over 55 community with all essentials on the main floor; there is a walkout lower level with
workroom, storage, office/ extra bedroom, full bath, and main family/grandkids room. We used to take river
cruises in Europe and in the US, and hope to do so again once it is safe to travel again. Our travel is to see
many of the places I taught about, and my husband goes along for the fun and food.
I spend part time in Florida (except during Covid) and part time in MA. This year I retrieved my snow boots from
the basement where they had been unused for many years.
live with my daughter
Between Missouri and Florida
I live in the same home that I have lived in since 1979. Before the pandemic hit us, I often traveled to Colorado
where I grew up and still have many friends and relatives. Over the years we have traveled to many places and
have had many outdoor adventures like river rafting. I was the youngest of three daughters and have stayed in
touch with most of my relatives and friends over these many years,.
I live in a CCRC. I know longer travel
Spend winters skiing at our home in Colorado.

Have lived in our house on the Maine coast now for 25 years
I have downsized from my home of 42 years to an small apartment in a continuing care retirement community.
(Never want to go through that stress again!). I go to a vacation home in the mountains for July and/or August.
small rural college town I moved from a rural farm house (Weybridge VT) to a town house in Middlebury VT 2
years ago
one home no more big travel
I have downsized to a very charming and efficient little condo that I hope will serve me for years to come. When
Covid has receded I hope to travel once more.
I split my time between 2 homes. I travel to a cooler climate in the summer: DC in the winter, Maine in the
summer. Love being able to walk to the grocery store, pharmacy, concert halls, lectures, my graduate school,
etc. in DC. Maine is wonderful for its beauty and being on the Ocean.
I moved with my husband from northwest Ohio to share a house in rural Maryland with daughter, son-in-law,2
grandsons and 2 dogs. At the moment I enjoy a condo in Delray Beach ,Florida, in the winter months as well.
We have a large country house in the Catskills belonging to 11 of us in our rather large family; I only go there a
few times a year. Before the pandemic I traveled a great deal with my second husband and then with friends.
My husband and I are still working ,but have time share in Hilton Head and hopefully will return to our 2 times a
year visits and hope for more once we retire , several weeks in Maine in summer , and a few weeks in Fla each
winter
I have downsized from house to small condo. I used to travel once a year: Cuba, Belgium, Hungary but that is
now impossible. I feel diminished on both fronts.
We live in New York City, with a weekend/summer house in rural Connecticut.
We moved from N.Y suburb 19 years ago to a 55active community. It is warm and we have made a life here.
We moved from our home to a condo about 15 years ago, in the same neighborhood. We have a second home
in Vermont and have spent 4-5 months there every year, escaping the Houston heat.
My husband and I returned in 2013 from Massachusetts, where we had our education, family, and careers, to
our home town of KC where we grew up. A strong motivator was that our only grandchild, age 8 now, is here.
Our sons often visited their grandparents in KC and one decided to move here after he finished law school. We
downsized our "stuff" as part of the move. We have not had a second home, as that seemed like too much effort
compared to staying in a hotel.
Downsized last year.
I own two houses 2000 miles apart. One in Texas, one in New Hampshire. I spend part of the summer in NH,
sharing the ownership of that house. So, yes I travel to a different climate, to avoid the TX heat, but also to avoid
the NH cold.
I have a summer home up North away from the Florida summer heat. (I did not go last summer due to the
pandemic.)
Not yet
My home is in an environment which feels more city/suburb. I enjoy the vitality of where I live but love to travel to
the wider world when possible. Having access to the natural world is important.

I am living in the loft we moved into in 1971. My time away is largely on the tropical north coast ofl Australia.
One home.
I live in the house that I built on my family property about 22 years ago, having moved back to NH from the
West, and this is my sole place of residence, with occasional trips to Utah for skiing or the south for a bit of
warmth in the Spring! I have put my name down for a couple of CCRCs just in case but have no immediate
plans to move into one.
I only moved here to Montana in November 2019 and am looking forward to being able to travel back to the San
Francisco Bay Area, my home for 53 years to see my old friends and "haunts."
No.
We live in a small university town--not rural and not a suburb--in the same house we bought in 1967.
We’ve downsized for the final time. We live independently happily living in a CCRC where we can stay forever.
Each summer we spend at least a month on a lake in the northern Midwest enjoying family and friends in an
almost 100 year old compound.
After 50 years in MA, moved to tiny town in Central NJ between Princeton and much preserved land and
working farms! I chose to leave city/suburbs; sold summer home; may chose not to travel in future in part
because of climate crisis but more because I'm aiming for simplicity and some level of renunciation. I am a
Buddhist and need to be near a sangha for support.
When covid is over I will return full time to the city, but now split between NY and CT>
I enjoy time in Minnesota, Wyoming, and Az
We live between Pa.,S.C., with visits to Fl.
I have kept two homes, on either side of the Atlantic and spend all summer in an idyllic natural setting in the
States.
Suburban might be better ... but it is called the City of Palo Alto and there are 80k residents and 150k who work
here in the daytime.
Downsized to smaller apartment in same building
Spend a fair amount of time in Florida in the winter, but remain CT residents.
Charlottesville, Virginia is not really the Southeast, but that seemed the closest choice. Mid-Atlantic would have
been better.
We sold our last residence, a 200-year old stone house, in 2018 and moved to a rental apartment for one year
while we waited for a cottage in an independent living community. We moved to the cottage in December of
2019 and enjoyed three months of new friends and activities before the arrival of Covid19 forced us to
quarantine. I was married in the fall of 1961 and we have moved 14 times since then, living primarily in city and
urban locations.
Transitioning. Three years in a retirement community which has kept us healthy during the pandemic.
Continuing a job via weekly zoom. NYC apartment unvisited for the past year and Canadian cottage unvisited
because it is across the border.
We used to own a condo in the mtns of Colorado and am delighted that they wanted to take over control of that
property. We still go to Maine, which I used to go every summer while growing up in MA. Over the years we

have traveled around the world, sometimes taking each of children and their kids w/ us and sometimes traveling
with friends.
I travel from my retirement community in Florida to my family in Colorado during summertime.
We are in a retirement community which has marvelous facilities and activities.
I live in Helena, MT summers and St. George, UT winters. Your previous question (3) is difficult to answer as
there is no option for Rocky Mountain states (MT) and displays an East Coast mentality. In MT, I enjoy hiking in
the mountains, kayaking in the lakes and the upper Missouri River, gardening, birding, and being "at home" in a
lovely place. In UT, I enjoy hiking in the red rock canyons, volunteer work, birding, gardening, and book club. In
both homes I live alone--with my miniature poodle.
Spend summer at Cape Cod.
NOTE: in #2 above, the geographic category, WEST, was not included!?!?!?!?! What about those of us who live
in CO, Utah Nevada and California?!?!?!?!? Still in same Aspen house bought 35 years ago. Occasional travel
to the Merrill famiy property on Lake Tahoe for family gatherings.
I am in the Northeast for nine months and Florida for three
winter in Florida in cottage in gated community - winter in townhouse condo New England college town
1 home 1 partner 10 grandchildren
Have three homes, in high rise apartment in Chicago, in a house on Green Bay in Wisconsin, and in the sand in
a cottage on an island in Florida
I have lived full time in the same house for 40 years.
I am a resident of Colorado, which is neither northwest or southwest so didn't check the box. We have one home
but spend summers on Long Island with our family.
I divide my time between NYC and Palm Beach.
Still haven't downsized but know that we should We have a summer cottage in the Adirondacks and a condo in
Florida We spend most of the year at home
My husband and I are fulltime residents of Colorado having sold our farm in N.J. some yearas ago. We travel
south usually Vieques Puerto Rico in Feb. / March period.
I moved with my husband from northwest Ohio to share a house in rural Maryland with daughter, son-in-law,2
grandsons and 2 dogs. At the moment I enjoy a condo in Delray Beach ,Florida, in the winter months as well.
We have a large country house in the Catskills belonging to 11 of us in our rather large family; I only go there a
few times a year. Before the pandemic I traveled a great deal with my second husband and then with friends.
My husband and I are still working ,but have time share in Hilton Head and hopefully will return to our 2 times a
year visits and hope for more once we retire , several weeks in Maine in summer , and a few weeks in Fla each
winter
I have downsized from house to small condo. I used to travel once a year: Cuba, Belgium, Hungary but that is
now impossible. I feel diminished on both fronts.
We live in New York City, with a weekend/summer house in rural Connecticut.

We moved from N.Y suburb 19 years ago to a 55active community. It is warm and we have made a life here.
We moved from our home to a condo about 15 years ago, in the same neighborhood. We have a second home
in Vermont and have spent 4-5 months there every year, escaping the Houston heat.
My husband and I returned in 2013 from Massachusetts, where we had our education, family, and careers, to
our home town of KC where we grew up. A strong motivator was that our only grandchild, age 8 now, is here.
Our sons often visited their grandparents in KC and one decided to move here after he finished law school. We
downsized our "stuff" as part of the move. We have not had a second home, as that seemed like too much effort
compared to staying in a hotel.
Downsized last year.
I own two houses 2000 miles apart. One in Texas, one in New Hampshire. I spend part of the summer in NH,
sharing the ownership of that house. So, yes I travel to a different climate, to avoid the TX heat, but also to avoid
the NH cold.
I have a summer home up North away from the Florida summer heat. (I did not go last summer due to the
pandemic.)
Not yet
My home is in an environment which feels more city/suburb. I enjoy the vitality of where I live but love to travel to
the wider world when possible. Having access to the natural world is important.
I am living in the loft we moved into in 1971. My time away is largely on the tropical north coast ofl Australia.
One home.
I live in the house that I built on my family property about 22 years ago, having moved back to NH from the
West, and this is my sole place of residence, with occasional trips to Utah for skiing or the south for a bit of
warmth in the Spring! I have put my name down for a couple of CCRCs just in case but have no immediate
plans to move into one.
I only moved here to Montana in November 2019 and am looking forward to being able to travel back to the San
Francisco Bay Area, my home for 53 years to see my old friends and "haunts."
No.
We live in a small university town--not rural and not a suburb--in the same house we bought in 1967.
We’ve downsized for the final time. We live independently happily living in a CCRC where we can stay forever.
Each summer we spend at least a month on a lake in the northern Midwest enjoying family and friends in an
almost 100 year old compound.
After 50 years in MA, moved to tiny town in Central NJ between Princeton and much preserved land and
working farms! I chose to leave city/suburbs; sold summer home; may chose not to travel in future in part
because of climate crisis but more because I'm aiming for simplicity and some level of renunciation. I am a
Buddhist and need to be near a sangha for support.
When covid is over I will return full time to the city, but now split between NY and CT>
I enjoy time in Minnesota, Wyoming, and Az
We live between Pa.,S.C., with visits to Fl.

I have kept two homes, on either side of the Atlantic and spend all summer in an idyllic natural setting in the
States.
Suburban might be better ... but it is called the City of Palo Alto and there are 80k residents and 150k who work
here in the daytime.
Downsized to smaller apartment in same building
Spend a fair amount of time in Florida in the winter, but remain CT residents.
Charlottesville, Virginia is not really the Southeast, but that seemed the closest choice. Mid-Atlantic would have
been better.
We sold our last residence, a 200-year old stone house, in 2018 and moved to a rental apartment for one year
while we waited for a cottage in an independent living community. We moved to the cottage in December of
2019 and enjoyed three months of new friends and activities before the arrival of Covid19 forced us to
quarantine. I was married in the fall of 1961 and we have moved 14 times since then, living primarily in city and
urban locations.
Transitioning. Three years in a retirement community which has kept us healthy during the pandemic.
Continuing a job via weekly zoom. NYC apartment unvisited for the past year and Canadian cottage unvisited
because it is across the border.
We used to own a condo in the mtns of Colorado and am delighted that they wanted to take over control of that
property. We still go to Maine, which I used to go every summer while growing up in MA. Over the years we
have traveled around the world, sometimes taking each of children and their kids w/ us and sometimes traveling
with friends.
I travel from my retirement community in Florida to my family in Colorado during summertime.
We are in a retirement community which has marvelous facilities and activities.
I live in Helena, MT summers and St. George, UT winters. Your previous question (3) is difficult to answer as
there is no option for Rocky Mountain states (MT) and displays an East Coast mentality. In MT, I enjoy hiking in
the mountains, kayaking in the lakes and the upper Missouri River, gardening, birding, and being "at home" in a
lovely place. In UT, I enjoy hiking in the red rock canyons, volunteer work, birding, gardening, and book club. In
both homes I live alone--with my miniature poodle.
Spend summer at Cape Cod.
NOTE: in #2 above, the geographic category, WEST, was not included!?!?!?!?! What about those of us who live
in CO, Utah Nevada and California?!?!?!?!? Still in same Aspen house bought 35 years ago. Occasional travel
to the Merrill famiy property on Lake Tahoe for family gatherings.
I am in the Northeast for nine months and Florida for three
winter in Florida in cottage in gated community - winter in townhouse condo New England college town
1 home 1 partner 10 grandchildren
Have three homes, in high rise apartment in Chicago, in a house on Green Bay in Wisconsin, and in the sand in
a cottage on an island in Florida
I have lived full time in the same house for 40 years.

I am a resident of Colorado, which is neither northwest or southwest so didn't check the box. We have one home
but spend summers on Long Island with our family.
I divide my time between NYC and Palm Beach.
Still haven't downsized but know that we should We have a summer cottage in the Adirondacks and a condo in
Florida We spend most of the year at home
My husband and I are fulltime residents of Colorado having sold our farm in N.J. some yearas ago. We travel
south usually Vieques Puerto Rico in Feb. / March period.

Q5 Comments:
Two years after I retired, I moved from the Bay Area to LA. My middle daughter and I purchased a home in the
valley, not far from friends and cousins.
I became a widow tow weeks ago when my husband died at home.
my partner has aides helping him with Parkinson's and I have aides a few times a week because of mobility
problems.
My historic home is of a manageable size and since my traveling is now confined to Programs on TV, I am
content to be visited.

I live alone and have a partner with whom I share meals and overnights at his house, being for me the perfect
balance between being alone and being with him!
and our dog, Lizzie
I met my husband on a blind date in my freshman year at Smith. Another freshman in my house was from El
Paso, TX, and she knew of a guy I dated in High School in the St. Louis, MO area, whose father was in the Army
and was transferred from El Paso to St. Louis. She knew a student at Princeton, and a couple of his roommates
were coming up to Northampton & Amherst and were looking for dates. I was randomly paired with one of the
guys. It wasn't love at first sight, but we did keep in touch as I lived in several places in the US, and I did visit
him with his family in the NY Area, and attended his commencement at Princeton. While he was in Graduate
School at Penn, he suggested I come and live in the area. We married a year later and we are still married to
this day! I still am amazed at how chance connections takes one on a wondrous path.
My Boston terrier keeps me scheduled and active
I AM LIVING IN A SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY
My sister!
Married to the same partner for 58 years
I love having somebody by my side to talk about the memories we've made and to help with making the next
decisions.
As a widow for ten years, still missing my husband terribly, I have learned to live alone. I now can fully indulge
my introverted self, slightly submerged for so long. I will always need people, but I dread the idea of communal
living.
Having lived off and on with 20 year olds in Arizona during the pandemic, it's great to be alone. As the boys have
become adults I've learned a lot about the distance been generations.
My best marriage was with my dogs!
Husband ill. I may be alone soon.
I will be married 60 years this June and I met my husband when I was a freshman at Smith!!!
It is to me unfortunate that you equate spouse and partner. Making a formal commitment should not be
trivialised
This winter my husband and I will have been married 60 years.
Second time's the charm. I have been living with my second husband nearly as long as I was with my first
husband, who died of cancer. We have a marriage that operates on the wheels of peace and kindness. And
we're probably both too old to get into anything nefarious that would blow up our pleasant life.
Have 2 crazy cats to entertain me.
Married to my wife in 2004, but have been together since 1986. Third time is clearly the charm
two children and one half the time
Hope to move back with my daughter and 3 grandchildren soon!

Within a year of retiring from farming, my husband developed a brain cancer, glioblastoma, and died in May of
2012. That has been the biggest change in my life as we had a very close marriage, and shared so many parts
of life, of course our two children, and travelling, especially to France, writing two books together, and throwing
ourselves into work for several non profits, such as anti-nuclear activism in the 70’s and 80’s, and land
conservation from 1980 to the present, where I continue this work locally.
My partner and I are planning to live together part time as we did before covid-19 interrupted our lives.
Alone with my long-time housekeeper when in NYC - since last August. In the Berkshires, I am often alone but
we have a summer-fall second home where one or another of my children or grandchildren stay, and sometimes
with me.
People are all around me in my retirement community. I have lived alone after a divorce 35 years ago and have
built a happy life.
I was widowed in 1988 and have not lived with anyone since.
Just began to be a caregiver for my spouse during an illness. Hopefully temporary.
Usually have interns renting a floor of our house. But not during COVID -19
We have a family Hymn Sing on Zoom every Sunday afternoon with our 2 older children and various
grandchildren who are available.
My son and family live next door.
My husband is 92. Fortunately he is mentally alert and physically healthy.
Two dogs and one cat, who pretend they understand English.
Unhappily so. I lost my husband in June, 2020. It hasn’t even been a year.
We have been married since 1970, once each; our 50th anniversary celebration got cancelled last year because
of the pandemic. Fortunately we took a family trip to Israel the summer of 2019 to celebrate 80th birthdays. It
was a terrific trip.
My middle daughter, her husband and two sons have shared the house that we live in. It has two entrances as
well as two complete houses, and I am very lucky. I have two dogs that live here and take me walking every day.
Both sons live in our zip code. Outdoor lunches during Covid.
As I write, I am still married but my spouse is in the ICU and will only live a few more hours/days.
Was widowed in 2003. Then my significant other died quickly of Covid-19 added Alzheimer's in 2020. Not so
easy to find a compatible companion at our age.
Covid prevents visiting and interaction.
family visits frequently for weeks/months at a time.
We are both active here.
2 wonderful dogs
I live alone, but my daughter and her family live in the same town.

regular visits from adult children
Although my children and grandchildren live in different parts of the country, connection to them is vital to my
sense of well-being.
I have lived alone for a number of years and find that I am VERY self sufficient. However, I have always had a
dog as a companion, and can't imagine having endured this year of Covid without my most faithful lab
companion. I do however have many friends in the area, also living here year round, and with lots of laks and
mountains surrounding us, we often get together for outdoor activities during the day.
I live in a Sr. Living Community so I have lots of neighbors and friends with whom to have meals and recreation.
I have a wonderful Lhasa Apso named Misty who also lives in my apartment.
I live with a dog and cat with whom I could not have survived Covid.
I live alone and like it, but my two daughters phone every day.
Recently widowed. Live alone with a dog and children and grandchildren near by
Married to my husband for 59 years and live in the same house for 56 years.
My husband and I feel so lucky that we still have each other and this gift of life at this age.
Thank god, I have a loving, life-long partner. So lucky, esp during this pandemic.
Im in a gated community with many friends and support systems nearby.
one husband of 58 years
my son is a fine gentleman..not too strict...not too picky

Q6 COMMENTS:
I had planned to move to a continuing care community, but in moving to the historic section downtown in a
lovely, small city I have a community where I can walk to almost everything and live three blocks from my
daughter who is a doctor. As long as my husband and I can easily walk up steps, we will stay put. We love our
small woodland yard right in the middle of town.
Son and daughter-in-law would like to live near or with me some day.
Willing to move to graduated care depending on the health of partner and myself.
At such time as there is only one of us, presumably me, I shall probably move to a small house I own across the
street from our daughter in a small town in Colorado. One son also lives in that small town.

Our daughter is Smith Class of 2001, and now lives in Los Alamos, NM. My husband, Dick, is a physicist and
knows many people who were, or are now affiliated with the labs. We have visited the area a number of times,
and I imagine that if we were to give up the house, and need to relocate for health reasons, we would probably
move there, especially to have the joy to see our grandson grow.
Reluctantly planning to move to CCRC in the next year.
We hope our health and resources will enable us to spend the remainder of our lives in our home.
Andover had an Elder Village for a short time but it failed. I wanted to keep it. What happens in the future
depends on whether I die first or my sister does. We only have each other.
Continuing care will probably be necessary within the next 10 years
We didn't want to be a burden to our only child/daughter, so this seems to be a good solution; to dismantle a
larger home so that she wouldn't have to do it by herself, and we have built in care facilities if we need them.
And I also split my time living in a house on 7 1/2 acres.
This is THE question. Where I live, I do not have easy affordable choices.
We put down a deposit several years ago for a continuing care community as backup, if needed.
Twenty years ago I thought I might have found some kind of staged continuing care community by the time I
turned 80. My mother had begun to show signed of alzheimer's by this age. But life happens and now it makes
sense to return to an apartment in a large building and hope my long term care insurance will provide any help I
need.
I think I have the best of both worlds---- living most of the winter in a CCRC- in the city- close to civic
opportunities- opera, symphony, theater ( until Covid) But in the lovely summer months we are in the country
with a big garden, many flowers and flowering shrubs and a large meadow . Both places have views of the
mountains which always used to be snow capped.
I used to hope for a good life; now I pray/wish for a good death.
If that proves impossible for health reasons, I will move to an excellent retirement community in town where I
have friends.
I once asked a friend how she could give up her beautiful house and she said, "It all depends on your
enthusiasm for where you are going next." I have yet to see any situation that excites my enthusiasm
It would be progress in our household if we at least reduced the number of places to live. We do think about
whether tax outcomes should play a role. we ly are in very high tax environments.
Both my husband and I prefer to remain in the home where we raised our 4 children. We are independent now
but if we ever need assistance we prefer to have live-in help and remain in our home.
I own my house, so living here is free as long as I can keep up the endless chores of fixing and caring. My
children will help with this. I still have my wits about me, with the more than occasional loss of a word. I get there
but it reminds me of the questions they used to ask on what's my line - remember that? - which is how I get
around to finding the missing word. Yesterday I had a LONG telephone conversation with an old friend who has
pretty much lost her marbles, and figuring out what she was trying to tell me was just like playing a game of
Charades.
Assuming our long-term care policies do not get canceled, we hope the provisions that we made will provide
long-term options to be cared for at home if that is necessary. At this point very resistant to continuing care
communities

We definitely plan to go to a local continuing care community, probably within the next four or five years. We
haven't made a decision as to exactly when we will go.
I would move closer to my children when I felt I needed more help
Right now I feel very independent, am grateful for my good health, and like living on a street with families of all
ages, also with a backyard where I can grow my own food, something high on my list of priorities. But I accept
that all that could change if I get sick: I just haven’t been able to make “plans” for the future yet because I am so
happy in the present. I have worked hard to have a busy and fulfilling life alone. Many friends are in a lovely
assisted living place near me, but I can’t see myself there at least not right now.
It’s a worry, but I am still working & don’t think much about it.
My husband is ten years older than I but still hanging in there. My daughter originally hoped we would move
close to her, but we are content where we are. If my husband dies before me, I will stay here as long as I can,
but my daughter is already making noise about my eventually moving close to or in with her. We’ll see.
I'm trying to reduce paper and clutter so that when I die my niece doesn't have to do it.
My husband died just a few months ago. As long as my health is good, I plan to live in my new NYC apartment
from around November-December to early May, then go to the Berkshires. My son and family live in NYC, my
daughter in Massachusetts. If my health deteriorates, my children will help me review the options; I can't think
further than that right now.
I am living independently, but my community has onsite healthcare facilities to use if needed.
I would like to die in place but may not have that wish come true. I have paid $5000 to keep my name on the list
for a residential facility near my daughter. That would mean moving from Houston to Washington, DC.
Would like to stay in the home I love but am realistic that this may have to change.
My husband and I are planning to move to a Continuing Care Community within the next year but haven't
decided which one of two, both of which we have visited on several occasions. They are both considerably
closer to our older daughter, her husband and son than where we live now.
I have specified in an Enduring Guardianship document what my care should be in likely instances, including
being allowed to die if life is not life.
The average age in our Florida community is 75, although there are no age restrictions.
Eventually move to Florida and live independently but close to family.
In line for future move to continuing care community close to our family when it becomes necessary.
Stay in place in a community of familiar people or move to an independent setting closer to one of our children
I moved during the pandemic. It was awful. And an awful time to move. We are locked down, so I can't meet
anyone in the new community. Fortunately I knew a bunch of people here.
My health is very good, so I haven't been forced to make choices. Am a member of a Village, but haven't needed
its support services. Live in apt. building with elevator which will extend my time here. If I need to move to a
CCC, not sure whether I would stay in DC or move to a warmer climate or nearer to family.
I have no plans for help!

My adult for seniors community changed into a retirement home before I moved in. Lots of classes and meals
and often company I don't want.
independence is the goal as long as possible
We have made great friends and feel this is our home. Our children,grandchildren feel at home here.
I think aging in place is over-rated. We moved to an independent living community where services include
maintenance, repairs, activities, performances, excursions, etc (when no covid). We have a 2 bedroom
surrounded by lawn with a 2 car attached garage. I think of it as somewhat like a combination of a dorm and a
resort, as well as a gift to our sons who will have less to deal with in the future. A wonderful example of services
is that recently (Feb 2021) the staff arranged for covid vaccines on campus. All we had to do is walk over to the
main building. Continuing care is available should we need it.
I enjoy "community" although I live independently in my own home. Friends, near and far, are vital to my
wellbeing. And intellectual and creative arts stimulation are also vital.
It is possible that I will eventually try to get an immigration visa to Australia.
If I should become sick or in need of help, I would consider moving to a CCRC, and have put a deposit on 2
within an 2-hour drive from where I live. However, I would be very hard pressed to sell my wonderful house, so
plan to stay put for as long as possible.
My adult community also has Assisted Living and Memory Care should I need it in the future. I'll stay here as
long as I can.
My parents lived in an Upper Middle Class all white multi-stage "retirement" community and I do not like the
culture of such places. My hope is to let my LTC insurance pay for life in help till I'm totally out of it or simply die.
We have started to think about continuing care communities and looked into a few. Ideally we'd like to age in
place forever and so far we are both in good health, but one can't necessarily count on that.
which is both adult community in the Tower and skilled/assisted living next door
We live in an independent living facility that facilitates remaining in place as long as possible. There are assisted
living and nursing home facilities nearby if one of us requires additional care. Our children do not live in the area.
but we don't know if our children will move to other locations when they retire so we decided to stay in the area
we know and like. We have long-term health care insurance. I recommend a book called Being Mortal by Atul
Gawande as an excellent tool for analyzing the problems and choices in this stage of life.
I chose to sell our home and move to gated golf club community after I was widowed . I have enjoyed this leap
of faith decision and feel lucky .
Happily in a continuing care community, on my own in Florida
Israel is a small country. 2 of my children live less than 5 minutes away by car.
They are going to have to carry me out of my apartment feet first!
and hopefully die peacefully in my sleep

Q7 COMMENTS:
First marriage was 13 years My husband and I have been married 40 years
Wonderful marriage for over 60 years.
2 marriages: First marriage - 23 years - then amicably divorced. Second marriage - 20 years - then husbnd died.
Married to this man for 58 years but with a separation of about 3 years back in the late 1990’s.

I married later than most. I had a wonderful time as a single woman in Boston and New York. When “Mr. Right”
arrived as a blind date on New Year’s Eve 1970, we both knew we’d never see another.
Married for 60 years... chose to go to Smith because of his proximity at Amherst..
divorced long ago, in the 1960s. Then I cohabited from 1968-73
We don’t live together but each maintain separate houses.
He's loving, thoughtful, kind, accepting of my faults, makes me laugh, and is a much better cook than I am! and
he understands when I've had a bad day and automatically takes over. I thank God everyday for leading me to
him.
married for almost 60 years
It is one of the saddest things in my life because I was married to a wonderful man and now am alone.
In a year we will be married 60 years. We have been blessed to be compatible in interests, financial stategies
and security, and family devotion.
Married for 20 years, co-raised children with ex spouse for another 12-14 years, lived alone since--happily.
one for 56 years
It is my second marriage and it is wonderful. We have been married 36 years.
He was a lovely guy
I have many friends, play tennis a lot year round, with men and women both. I joined a Unitarian church after my
husband died and have made new friends and become involved in social and racial justice issues which keep
me active in events....and am a member of the local Dem party, always involved in elections, mostly I have
focused on our local ones in recent year.
I lost my husband at age 52. Managed to continue without another partner as I had a wonderful marriage.
I have a male friend, whose humor I enjoy whom I see most weekends. The relationship is warm but not sexy or
romantic.
Married to same man for nearly 57 years.
married 59 years to the same man
Happily married to the same man for 54 years.
My husband died last year at the age of 91.
I have been divorced once and remarried nineteen years ago.
My first and only husband died in 2019, but I am lucky enough to have a wonderful family all of whom live fairly
near.
My husband died in 1978. I have lived with Chuck since 1982
solitary and content

As soon as I retired to enjoy time with my husband, his prostate cancer returned, so there was a black cloud
over our few retired years together.
I enjoy living in a wing of a house with responsibility for trees, garden. Golf is near by. The Amateur Gardener's
Club, in Zone VI, Baltimore, Garden Club of America, and other conservation groups are important to me now as
well as family. Picking up children after school or driving them to activities, lacrosse practice,etc. is fun and as
well as active responsiblity. I enjoyed travel with my late husband as well as other interests.
I divorced in my 30s and remarried in my 40s so have a wonderful second marriage of 35+ years
I am a serial monogamist.
We have been married for 59 years
We have been married for 61.5 years!
After two divorces, I am quite happy to be on my own.
I enjoy the company of men--- ly of one man in particular. But I have no intention of marrying again.
I was divorced a number of years ago, and have also had a wonderful man in my life with whom I could travel
and enjoy his company without sharing a house together. I am now alone but keep active with friends, many of
whom are in the same position as I am.
My husband passed away in 2008. I have lots of friends of both sexes.
I have been married to the same man since 1964.
I want my husband back. He was so unique that no one else could make me happy.
Have a friend I talk with most days on the East Coast and we travel together. Platonic; we met at our 60th high
school reunion dinner
Celebrated 59 years of marriage in March.
We will celebrate our 60th anniversary this year.
Although I have had a few close gentlemen friends during ten years of widowhood , I am secure and content to
live independently.
Today I live with the love of my life, whom I met during the summer of 1959, on a trip to Israel. From graduation
until 2003, I was married to a good man and father of my 3 children.
to the same man I married in 1960
I lost my beloved husband of 34 years in December 2019

Q8 COMMENTS:
I divorced my first husband, father of my three boys, and my second husband divorced me, so I have had to
deal with two different situations. Now I am with my partner, although we live in separate houses, and this
arrangement suits me just fine.
My husband is an easygoing person, so I had freedom to develop independent interests. He and I travelled a lot
together, including road trips across the country, but we also did some signifcant travel (both domestic and
international) solo. Solo travel really does have a positive effect on a person because one develops mental tools
to survive and expand one's outlook. Our solo travels provided new material between us to share, rather than
settling into a routine. We both feel very blessed at the opportunity to experience a sampling of what the World
has to offer.
Post- marriage relationships but not living together permanently.
After one disastrous marriage, I had learned enough to wait for the right partner. Eventually I had more than a
quarter-century of deep happiness. That love still keeps me going
Would have celebrated our 60th wedding anniversary in Sept
Grateful for marriage and children and co-parenting. Grateful for divorce.

Husband #2 was actually the last person I had a date with before getting engaged to husband #1. He showed up
out of nowhere a few years after #1 had died.
Once divorced, remarried and widowed.
I had a one time 49 year marriage that was just the best...until my husband lost his brain functions one by one
and that was the most difficult time of my life....we could not communicate for the last few months, but he was
able to be at home, and I had hospice help the last 4 weeks....things to be grateful for.
Married once for 11 years, one three-year relationship, another 2 year relationship.
1st husband died of brain cancer when we were in our early forties
We would have celebrated our 60th wedding anniversary in September but he won't live that long.
Lived with my first long term partner for 23 years. We married toward the end of that time. I did not live with my
second long term partner for most of the time, except in the summer, but was in contact daily. A problem was he
saw the glass half empty. I would like another long term relationship with a man, but think it unlikely I will find
one.
I've been divorced and widowed
it has been difficult at times, but rewarding, to commit to a long time marriage (59 years)
We began junior year of college. He used to come up with some of his male friends often. We married after
college and built a life.
Between the two marriages, I had a lengthy partnership, so I hesitated about whether to check "two" or "three."
I have been married once, and then shared a long term friendship with a man who also had been divorced.
My first husband and I went in separate directions in the 1970s. I remarried in 1991 and my second husband
passed away from a brain tumor in 2008.
I've been married to the same man for 57 years but we were separated for 19 of those after the first 20. During
that time, I was in a relationship with another man. My husband and I now live together again in our retirement.
1 marriage 1 10 years together. Not married 1 3 years in two cities. He lived one place and worked and I another
and worked. Commuted on weekends and took a few trips together. 1 off and on 2-3 years; same town, I lived
while house being renovated iwth him. That about ended the relationship. Others on and off
Both husbands have died while we were married

Q9 COMMENTS:
My daughter is a divorced single parent. My son is married to a woman of a different religion. They practice no
religion.
Politically is changing after the last 4 years
We're a pretty close family, of the sort that would be called 'blended.' Some Jewish, some non-religious, one
adopted Asian member, one lesbian couple. Fortunately, we are NOT divided politically.
My husband and my common-law husband were both Black - my husband Nigerian and my c-l husband AfricanAmerican.
At the level of grandchildren and grandnieces and nephews the family includes a fair amount of mixed sexual
orientation including lesbians, gay males and .nonbinary individuals which was not true in the first two
generations .
My stepchilden, already grown when I married the second time, soon disappeared after my husband's death.

The grandchildren are still very young.
But who knows where the 20 year olds will end up. One is pretty conservative, partly as a rebellion. The other
tends to agree with me on issues and is particularly invvolved in Black Lives Matter, in part because of a
roommate and a charming young lady.
Our similar backgrounds,families, and values may account for our long relationship-- and LUCK !!!
Older daughter has been gay since college with several long term partners. Younger daughter married a man
whose family's politics very different from liberal rest of family; they are now separated, co-raising their kids.
Neither politics or sexual orientation have caused conflicts.
Not sure of above categories...we are "mixed" religiously in a formal sense (Husband raised Roman Catholic in
a Protestant-Catholic household) and I Protestant, yet we are members of the same church in NY; we are not
very active but generally agree on religious matters. We are mixed by nationality and language, however, which,
of course, is not ethnically. Husband is born German and has spent half his married life in the US, but it not a US
citizen (which I am by birth). Learning German and adding that culture to my life has been tremendously
rewarding. Fortunately, we are not mixed politically; we are both very "right wing" as I am sure my fellow alums
would call it.
Granddaughter who is gay and living with a partner. All our children married outside our faith but all spouses
converted to our faith of their own accord, two a few years after marrying, two before the marriage.
We have a wonderful blended family and both of us have a fabulous relationship with our step children.
Or maybe it's sort of a blended family because none of the children or grandchildren is linearly his.
By history we are mixed religiously but neither of us is religious. It is not a problem for us but may be viewed as
such by others.
Lucky to have 3 wonderful grand kids of color, and different countries
I guess we we ring a lot of the bells. When your relationship starts when you're 46 you bring with it your
biological family, potentially the connections from earlier relationships,and your friendship family. And in the
broad reach of the marriages, partnership and connections coupled with the extended families thru the children,
there are people of varying racial backgrounds ethnic backgrounds and religious backgrounds. It's a good thing
for everyone
One of my sons is a molecular biologist and married a fellow scientist originally from India. My other son married
a girl from Nicaragua, who is mixed race.
My kids both married Catholics (we are Protestant) whose parents were very religious, but they (the children)
were not and were comfortable with being Protestant
I converted to Judaism when I married my Jewish but non-observant husband, but the conversion was really a
stamp on a decision that I had made back much earlier when I was at Smith and attracted to Judaism, not
something done to please my husband (who could have cared less) of his family.
I'm a WASP; married a Polish Catholic, but he didn't take his religion seriously.
My two daughters-in-law have brought this diversity to my family.
Husband of Russian descent and very active in the Russian Orthodox Church
All of my children and my husband’s children are grown, but we stay in touch with all of them.

Hard to say. Our children are all adults living in different cities. My grandson who has Asberger's and diabetes
lives in our town in a small group home. We look out for him. I am fortunate that my husband and grandson love
each other. My husband is an observant Jew while I do not participate in any religion.
It would be a blended family of adult children and their families, but neither my late husband nor I have had any
relationship with his children for many years.
I have two daughters who have been divorced once and are now living with another man. My third daughter is
still married to her first husband. I have six grandchildren
Assuming this refers to extended family
One son and my brother are a bit conservative (but definitely anti Trump) and all the rest of us re liberal. I am not
sure about all of 6 grandchildren, but know that 6 were disgusted with Trump.
These blends and mixes are in the younger generations, mostly my grandkids.
Mixed family backgrounds and "class" status. Neither of my men were Ivy Leaguers.
the wasp blood is diluted forever in our family, a good thing!
We are one of the few of our friends whose daughters married men of our religion and the same with our
grandkid
Our secular son married a secular woman whose family religion was different.
With three teenage grandchildren, hard to be sure about eventual gender identities.
Applicable to daughter's marriage.
My second husband had 3 children all of whom are married with children - so I now have 9 grandchildren. My
oldest step-daughter married a wonderful black music minister so we have 3 racially mixed grandchildren.
Daughter is gay
that was my original parents ....
I interpreted this to include my adult children’s relationships.
My husband is Catholic and I am agnostic.
Second husband: Jewish, I am protestant

Q10 COMMENTS:
All of these are nice to have!
many more than 5: shared politics, friendship, humor, , similar attitudes toward $$, being a "little bit deaf"
Can’t limit that to 5!
Remembering To appreciate and thank partner for contributions
All of the above! None is essential, but all relieve the tensions that can lead to disharmony.

As I alluded to above, the chain that binds should be loose, so that each person can pursue their bucket list,
even if certain items are not on the other's list. Same for hobbies. My husband's is Ham Radio, and at one time I
sewed. I sewed my husband Western shirts, halloween constumes, and my dresses for work and party. Together
we tackled home improvements in our 100 year old house, restored old furniture. He learned woodworking and I
learned to assemble electronics. But still, we loved to travel. Since he was a physicist, we saw every accelerator
lab in Europe & the US. I was interested in geology, so we visited every volcano or geological feature that
captured my fancy. We still haven't run out of things to see or do, but alas, our bodies, although are reasonably
healthy, aren't what they used to be.
patience...
YOU KEEP LEAVING OUT THAT WE ARE SPIRITUAL BEINGS HAVING A PHYSICAL EXPERIENCE................
WE ALL HAVE SOULS AND KARMA WE ALL NEED TO BE DOING OUR SOUL WORK/OUR PSYCHOLOGY
Just about all of the above are important.
I think common goals and values include politics, friendship,trust, similar attitudes toward finances and money,
monogamy
As you can see, all of the above. I was very lucky to have had that. I didn't need to be a little deaf.
Letting go of small annoyances - see the big picture
I think " shared values" encompasses-- usually- shared politics, trust, friendship, self awareness, similar
attitudes toward finances and money-- at least in our case it does. Yes
partners in all--like my son and daughter-in-law
Actually, a combination of all of the above!
5 factors aren't enough. I also would have liked to check attraction. friendship, and intellectually engaging.
I never would have thought shared politics was extremely important until Trump came along. If my husband
were a "Trumper," it would have put a real wedge in our relationship, i.e. how could he have good values and
still support such a liar.
Really - all of the above. !
I do like RBG”s “being a little deaf” and think my husband Was good at that. He was a thinker, ( and a writer), not
much of a talker.
It was hard picking only five since most of these seem important. I would have added good communication and
self-awareness (which I think develops as a relationship develops) and Being a little bit deaf!
Good communication, listening skills, imagining yourself in the other person's shoes.
Really wanted to add shared politics. I could not live with someone who did not share mine.
I have been disappointed that we did not live at least parttime in the southwest or California which we had
discussed early in our relationship. At this point, my husband refuses to move out of this house in Newark.
Common things to do for fun like travel, sports, etc.
all of the above

I'm twice divorced, and not now in a "successful relationship," so I don't see myself as having the answers to
these questions. I guess all of the above would apply.
I would check all of the above!!
commitment to make it work and continue to work is the most important
It is hard to in point.it is really a bit of luck. You must grow toethet
All of those are good factors. Because we were both students, with different schedules, in our early years, we
learned to live together independently which I think is the basis for our long and loving relationship.
and Trust!
Five is not enough
the more factors you can check, the more likely you are to stay together.
Never truly have had a successful relationship... doesn't seem in the cards.. but then what is the measure of
success.
All of the above and a bit of chemistry
Due to serious problems in our marriage in the 1980s, we separately went to a therapist for about five years.
This experience really made a difference in our relationship. We learned how to understand our actions and how
to communicate.
Actually, I think all the factors are important. Humor is growing increasingly imp as we age.
I’d prefer more than 5 factors!
lack of ego - making the endurance of the relationship a priority
I don’t get the one about RBG
Actually all of the above.

Q13 COMMENTS:
I wish I was more a part of the lives of some of my grandchildren who live elsewhere. In this last stage of my life,
I am stretching myself to achieve my potential more fully by doing activities that are new to me.
In hindsight, I would make different decisions .

I just retired six months ago as an architectural historian with my own practice. It pleases me to walk around
Santa Barbara and see the buildings that I was able to save, feeling always that I was an advocate for the
buildings in my historic preservation work. My oldest son died in Uganda ten years ago, and I am still good
friends with his wife. I see my two surviving sons and my grandchildren and have many good phone, email, and
text contacts with them. My health is compromised by a bone marrow disease, which leaves me with less
energy than before, so I take naps. As I wrote above, my partner has ALS, and as a result we have many good
discussions about the meaning of life, what is a good life, what is a good death, etc.
Relationships with children change and some have been better than others but I am grateful that they are
fundamentally good.
feel very fortunate to have all our immediate family and most extended family in the area.
I have been respected and honored for my work in international health and the design, management and
evaluation of major international development assistance programs.
I AM EARNING MY ASCENSION BY SERVICE, SACRIFICE, SELFLESSNESS SURRENDER
I never had a real career after getting married. I could have done more with my life had I not been so lazy. I did
do many years of volunteering however.
-I checked "satisfied" because my daughter is so thoughtful, but I wish she confided more with me. It is my
biggest disappointment in life that she doesn't have anyone in her life as a spouse/partner. She is attractive, very
intelligent and engaging. I keep hoping she will eventually find someone. I'm open to anyone who shares her
values and has her well being at heart. -I need to keep in better touch with distant friends - I'm letting things slide
more and more.
can't assess my " potential" -- am satisfied with my past and present
The questions about children and grandchildren, like the first sentence in this questionnaire, are too complex for
such simple labels. I love them deeply. "Satisfaction" does not apply, and "dissatisfaction" is too harsh.
I don't know what my potential was or is, but I am happy with having raised my family and how successful and
loving they are. I have been part of a museum staff for all of my professional life, both before I had children and
then after they went to college. Our staff is a family and we are very supportive of one another, which is truly
wonderful and special.
My apartment is too small but I never have time to move.
You seemed to have left out these important aspects of life: Relationship with the sacred and with who I am
Relationship with healing from trauma
I feel I'm still learning about myself. Becoming guardian to my nephews made this necessary and the relative
calm of the Covid pandemic gave me time to reflect on this.
Don't see grandson or friends as much as I would like but Covid and distance make my answer only " " satisfied"
-- am not very sure about " my potential" or " my appearence" . Since I have been sick recently - that would
cause me to only be " satisfied" over all with my health
I say "satisfied" rather than "very satisfied" for relationships with three children and 5 grandchildren because
they have shifted over time, with one child now more or less close and because the pandemic has somewhat
challenged my relationship with grandchildren here and elsewhere. But all remain in regular communication via
phone, email and zoom. I have never been estranged or even slightly so from anyone, just closer and less
close. Loved job of English Professor always, even when under or unemployed when I carried on as
independent scholar/publisher and family was poor. Always had house and enough to live on and a decent
retirement program. Don't need more money than that.

I think you should have given more gradation between satisfied and very satisfied.
Through 2 careers, have made a difference in people's lives. Most important next to family.
Of course, I often wonder if I had grown up one generation later whether there would have been even more
opportunities for me. For many years I was the only female in the room.
On relationship with friends, Covid-19 has ruined it. I used to see my friends off and on doing various things we
were involved in. These friendships were a loose and pleasant bond between us all. Whenever anything
happened to one of these friends, pre-Covid, I would find out pretty quickly about it. As it is now, I don't hear
about it until somebody dies, and then sometimes weeks later. Zoom is no replacement for the social
interactions that are missing on account of this pandemic.
Definitely could have done way more professionally, but generally satisfied.
Some relationships are very good; others could be better.
I have been fortunate financially and emotionally....I have not had to struggle with finances or deep depression
but I do have a grandchild who has been through depression and anxiety and is coming out after two years
seeming to be in a good place, headed for the college of his choice, managing a good job for the last 6 mos...,
and I have seen What a challenge that is for a whole family to go through
I'm not sure my potential was ever that great.
While there’s not much that I can do to improve my financial circumstances, which are ok, but not great, and my
physical appearance is an ongoing struggle (oh, those extra pounds), I’m not giving up on living up to my
potential. It’s a work in progress.
How do you know what your potential is? I suppose rising to challenges is one way. Achieving what you set out
to do is another.
Bad marriages prevented me from fulfilling my potential.
The recent death of my husband means that I have to re-establish relationships that we had as a couple; I am
fortunate that our friends of up to nearly 60 years in the medical community here in New York have included me
in our usual social life. In the Berkshires, I have children and grandchildren on many weekends and daily in the
summer months, as many long-time friends, and will remain involved in community activities that I have
established over 45 years. This will, I hope, help to combat the inevitable loneliness. If the time ever comes
when I can't be as involved, then I will have to rethink a lot.
I would need another lifetime or two to achieve my potential.
The Fall after graduating from Smith, I started nursing school and loved my 3 years there. Following graduation
from nursing school, I returned to Ponce, Puerto Rico where I had spent a year working in a program run by
Episcopal nuns, for young boys who would otherwise have been roaming the streets. I worked as a nurse at this
100-bed hospital run by the Episcopal Church for one year and then returned to NYC. I taught nursing students
who were working in Pediatrics. I then went to Columbia Teachers College for a Masters in Pediatric Nursing. I
also became a Geriatric Nurse Practitioner, and eventually received a doctorate in Nutrition Education.
I do regret having retired from full-time work at the age of 55. Part-time consulting and responsible volunteer
work thereafter were not as satisfying. I do miss having leadership roles now.
It's never too late to work on our potential.

I have been very lucky, but of course, there are things I might have been able to do had I thought about them
sooner. I do think different people want and need to do different things, and it is up to each of us to pick the right
road for ourselves
We retired early and I love it, but perhaps I could be more involved in our community than I am now.
AS my potential keeps opening, evolving, growing there is now end achievement point
I am paid a decent wage for the small amount of work I do as assistant treasurer of my "church" (Quaker
meeting), depositing and writing checks and keeping the books.
I've had a very good life
"Having achieved my potential": even as potential and achievement change with age, I'm coming to realize that
aspects become harder/easier to meet. Always more to learn, esp. re. self knowledge.
satisfied with all of the above
I wish I had been less fearful and more confident as a young person, it took me a while to find my groove so I
might have accomplished more. However, I was lucky ultimately to make a modest living doing what I cared
about, and now to have a decent pension, while continuing to participate in social justice movements.
Need to lose weight and exercise more. Am lucky to have a government pension and adequate investments.
Unsure if I have achieved my potential. Sometimes think I have. Other times think I could do more to achieve it.
Need to take more initiative with friends.
This is a hard question as all of us could have taken different paths in life that could have been equally satisfying
and successful, perhaps more so. I feel that I have done pretty much the best that I could given the compromise
of family and the culture of the time, Also the pandemic has put pressure on relationships, my first three answers
would have been very satisfied rather than satisfied had we not been relentlessly together over the past year!
Usually I am a swimmer but got a bump in the road. I write poetry in lieu of cards.i play bridge and get involved
in politics. I am happyw
To think that I have achieved my potential would necessitate having a sense of what that could be. I have a
good, loving, caring husband, a daughter I am proud of, two stepchildren who I helped to bring up and with
whom I am close, and two granddaughters that I to my mind are remarkable. Is that my potential? I don’t know. I
was successful in my profession which I gave up when I married and moved to Houston. I might have done
more but what I can’t say. Our children grew up with good values, are self sufficient, and all happily married with
their own children. That is quite a lot to be proud of.
I had an interesting, paid, part-time research job until covid hit... The pension and other benefits from my full
time work are excellent which is helpful.
This question is not adequate in allowing accurate responses.
After my divorce I had almost no money and was totally confused and "lost". It was while my children were very
young, and I HAD to make things work. I pursued an excellent career in real estate, realized my own worth and
ability, and have been able to be a good role model for my childen, plus helpful when they too have needed that
extra boost. I have been very active in volunteer activities in this area as well, focusing mostly on conservation
efforts.
Looking back, I wish that I had been more aware of who I am and not what I thought I should be based on what I
saw around me. I guess I wish that I had been able to shed being ashamed of my family's shortcomings so that I
could develop whatever potential I had.

Satisfied or very satisfied is not the adjective I would use. At some level I'll never be "satisfied". I'm happier now
than I've ever been.
I am not doing any volunteer work at the moment because of Covid but before the pandemic, I had volunteered
for our local historical society for many years and enjoyed that very much. It was especially fun because many of
the other volunteers were people who had grown up here and I learned a ton from them.
made some decisions concerning my spouse but my two daughters make the experience valued.
Always can do and be more, but grateful for what is....
We don't live near our children or grandchildren. Until we retired four years ago, we had very busy lives and our
children did as well. We visited on the holidays and took some trips together. It's ironic that due to the Covid19
quarantines, we are closer to our children and grandchildren. They have zoom sessions with us and they call us
all the time. We email and text to our grandchildren. So we are more involved in each others lives than before
and feel closer as a family.
Most lives, mine included, involve compromise. My decisions have usually worked toward a successful outcome,
and I have accepted imperfections and adversities as necessary . Perhaps that concept, Acceptance, is critical.
I wish I had made more of a contribution to making the world a better place

Q14 COMMENTS:
I have experienced domestic abuse, but I would not say that it was physically violent.
My daughter has depression unable to be treated by medication.
Fortunately, none
One son had depression due to anxiety, no addictions.

I have been blessed and able to cope with the obstacles that confronted me.
I have been very lucky to have avoided any of these difficuties.
none above
As I said above, our nuclear unit was the anchor, but our door was open and the phone always answered.
No
Thank goodness, none of the above.
none of these
No major problems that couldn’t be solved. Divorce took care of the domestic violence.
We have been blessed to be financially secure , have loving children and not having experience any of the
above in our family
I am very grateful to leave this section blank.
I have watched two sons endure terrible depressions and one daughter having such a reaction to marijuana that
she was diagnosed as manic depression. Her diagnosis was later withdrawn.
None of above experienced by me or a family member.
My son's step-daughter was diagnosed with Anorexia at age 11. A couple of months ago she had a relapse at
age 15.
Yes, all as a child but not as an adult - but that doesn't seem to be the question
I have one rather troubled nephew.
None of the above in my marriage or my family. We have truly been blessed and more fortunate than so many
I am sober since 1987, which saved my life and gave me the opportunity to go back to school for a master's
degree.
Ex husband was alcoholic who never stopped drinking although he pretended to. Older daughter has recently
been underemployed and unemployed since pandemic begun although gainfully employed all her life until now.
I feel lucky, blessed.
Well, I would say the 2008 crash, with both our (former) employers about to go out of business, caused huge
stress, but we made it through
Fortunately I have never experienced any of the above, but my heart goes out to those who have.
Husband with dementia.
I wrote in an earlier answer that I was lucky. This question shows it. I'm not the only lucky one - it covers my
family.
Thankfully No; but my brother's family has terrible alcohol addictions, with one in jail for multiple DUIs, and
another has in essence lost her husband and daughter.

Husband.
My father was an alcoholic.
We had one very challenging experience with a relative (not my children); I am thankful that there was what
appears to be a lasting recovery but one is always a bit on edge.
None of the above thank goodness
During menopause my brain chemistry shifted, and I developed clinical depression and anxiety. Fortunately it
has been fully controlled by medication.
I find this ironic. I was always interested in mental health. In high school I wrote an important term paper on a
history of the care and treatment of the mentally ill in America. My mother was a national advocate for mental
health reform in the 1950s. I got a degree in counseling. And now my husband is suffering from a major case of
depression with mediactions not working and I realize that sometimes there is little that hyou can do but love
and support.
None, thank God.
Depression and alcohol have been part of our family. But, happily, not widespread. I am aware that I like alcohol,
but need to keep a lid on it.
None of the above very lucky, I guess!
A child whose illness is well-controlled and has led a very successful life
I am very fortunate with my family.
We have been very fortunate.
thankfully none apply to any significant degree
My younger brother is becoming more demented every day. Very sad.
I have beed very lucky
Mental illness (bipolar disorder mainly) has caused a lot of pain in our extended family, and over-drinking has
also to a lesser extent. The trials of poverty haven't afflicted us luckily though though many of us kind of skate
along financially. My kids have all come through well thank goodness.
Nephew is schitzophrenic. It has been a huge problem for my sister.
My daughter , learning late in life she has ADHD, and being in a non supportive marriage ....had several very
painful and difficult years ..when she changed from a loving , caring daughter to a very angry one. She has
always been very strong .l.and that , with therapy , helped her overcome, divorce, move back to NY near us with
her son, and again blossom professionally and return to the loving , successful woman she was Those 3 ;4
years were harrowing It is for sure true that we are only as happy as are unhappiest child
My grandson was opiod addicted for three years living in and out of treatment homes. He has taken his life back
and is in recovery now. Every day is one day at a time.
We have been blessed
We are fortunate to have none of the above.

Sober 42 years now!
I have not experienced any of the above (thankfully.) Nor has a family member.
My family and I have been fortunate in not experiencing any of these. I feel extremely grateful.
Son-in-law tried to commit suicide by hanging. Daughter had to cut him down. Fortunately she has an MSW and
is a practicing counsellor as well as a social worker. I try to be understanding about mental illness, but suicide
seems to be a form of selfishness.
I was shaken beyond belief when my dear mother suffered a totally unpredictable breakdown towards the end of
her life, and I was there to witness it and make decisions. She gained 6 years of normal, but subdued, life,
thanks to shock treatments.
Not my immediate family except for depression and post traumatic events' needs. Mental illness is a broad
classification. Able to cope, yes; limiting, yes.
My parents and my husband's parent were alcoholics. My husband and I had drinks every night for many years
but never to the extent of both our parents.
Feel fortunate.
So far, no one in our immediate family have any of the above problems. We do have a nephew, adopted at birth,
in prison and a g'son on the autism spectrum
Unusually fortunate
None of the above for self or in my family
Thank God, none of the above!
COVID has meant a financial struggle for my elder daughter and her child. I am there to help when I can.

Q16 COMMENTS:
having a disability. M.S. limits my energy
I'm at a point where I do pretty much what I want to do. That's good!
I can't try out life as a single person because I am married and don't want to change that. Too late to climb steep
mountains
Some physical sports and activities, simply because I am 81!
travel is limited by health conditions unless I pay for caregivers (too costly)
My bone-marrow disease has left me with a limited energy so I cannot any longer go on trips as my partner and
I used to do. I do have many photos of our extensive travels though and cheer myself up with those!
Probably because I am more reluctant to change some things that I really don’t want to give up in return.
No to downhill skiing, running, etc. But with modifications, much is still possible.
we are more comfortable traveling where there is good medical care, if we should need it
More travel
Physical limitations growing.
travel-because of arthritis

would live to be canoing, hiking, traveling more., but i think the time is coming where I cannot do these things.
God is an ever present source of strength in my life
Well, as I said above, I love the Natural World. I would like to see the Burgess Shale in Canada, but maybe it will
be too rigorous. My spirituality is the sense of awe derived from the Natural World and how we are just a speck,
yet a part of it.
Have maintained professional relationships and am well.
Too many to list. But that is undoubtedly true of all of us. I don't spend my time feeling bad about not being able
to do lots of the things I could do when I was younger. I do miss swimming in surf, though.
Fall in love? Never managed that. Probably never could Do more activism involving travel to certain places. I am
a bit old to escape enemies with guns, tear gas, etc. though I did that in my early sixties.
I can no longer do the athletic things that gave me much pleasure
way too late to be an astronaut
travel abroad now gives me pause, medically for my spouse. I worry that we should move closer to better
medical care.
Have a meaningful career. I’m 81!!
Travel -my husband's health Make a significant contribution to the world - I don't have the ideas nor the stamina
Used to have a dream to climb Mt. Rainier-- also have tried to learn Spanish-- still try but it isn't going very well.
Lack of time and energy. I will not, for instance, live in Venice for a few months and learn to speak fluent Italian. I
will not learn Greek or study advanced algebra—just for starters.
Be on a town committee
undoubtedly it is too late to do some things, but there are still a lot more things to do.
I have stopped downhill skiing and playing tennis to help protect my knees and ankles. I recently purchased an
E-bike and continue to love to sail and kayak.
As a mountaineer my balance is too unsteady to climb. Shoulders injured too often to skate
I'm never going to be a good tennis player. and I wish I could continue to hike.
climb Mt. Ranier which was a dream. Learn a new language although I have tried to learn Spanish
Traveling will be more difficult. For years I went to Rome, Paris, and London annually to visit friends, and that is
over. I will continue to travel domestically.
Cant learn to surfboard, tango, climb mountains due to physical limitations and less energy than I once had.
Won't likely travel to all the places I want to so need to narrow my bucket list. But I will be stay as active as I
possibly can as long as I possibly can.
Travel the way I want to is out because of the limitations of age -- even though I'm healthy. For wxample, I have
trouble getting out of my kayak by myswelf!
play piano

Well, I did dive into the swimming pool from the board on my 80th birthday, but I would not dare to do a back
dive, much as I loved the thrill of that dive. So physical limits must be acknowledged.
Not too late to do what I really want to do. I admit I will not run a marathon now or anything of that magnitude,
but other than those limits I see myself still doing meaningful activities.
I keep thinking of where I'd like to go with family...
I am working on being an excellent bridge player to keep my mind sharp. I am doing new volunteer work.
cartwheels - something might break!
I do not have the energy for a job or for intensive travel.
mostly
I have major difficulties with spinal arthritis, scoliosis, stenosis, etc and am resisting surgery. Makes leisurely
strolls really hard right now
I am not up for a 10 mile hike
There are some volunteer activities that interest me, but I think I'd be considered too old. And with the need to
downsize in the next few years, I probably wouldn't have much time to give.
Some travels might be more of a challenge, such as the hours long treks in the tropics or third world country
offerings. Don’t want to be hospitalized on Madagascar.
I'm running out of time. I suffer fron chronic asthma.
Some travel may be too hard because of the distance
I have always had dogs with me ...but am without one now and not sure I can deal with another retriever puppy
who could easily knock me over...maybe a small dog? Also I would like to travel more, see close friends in
France, hike in Italy or somewhere, but truly, this pandemic has scared me, especially with all these variants
cropping up, and with new lockdowns happening all over the world. It is not too late to keep contributing to my
community though, and there are always new Ways to do that.
I still feel I can, but physically there are some challenges.
camping - I like my comforts horseback riding- I'm too stiff Traveling - too stressful
we just may have to adjust how we do things, but not necessarily that we cannot
Physically I can’t do all the things I used to love doing (playing a vigorous game of tennis, going on hikes, etc.),
and I’ve slowed up on doing the house work and garden work, but not completely. Still at it, but I do bring in help
for the house which is a job I could do without!
I don't desire to go camping.
Not too late to do the things I want to do.
A new opportunity came my way just a month ago, which is well suited to both my past and my present situation.
As to "spiritual," I am not religious in the conventional sense but believe that my values in terms of believing in
caring for people are sufficient to qualify.
Some of my previous physical activities and far-flung travels.

Absolutely. Too late to make more money, have more children, have a good relationship with my father, learn
more about science and quantum physics, be a better mother, get a Ph. D., etc.
It's harder to travel. Long distance driving is too difficult and flying is anxiety-provoking unless with one of our
children. I hate that. I'm a Unitarian Universalist by category. Not a religious person, actually an atheist but a
former minister called me very spiritual. Working for justice is my spirituality.
Not enough time. Plus I find I am not as smart as the people I work/volunteer with. Sometimes its frustrating. Not
looking to do more. Plan to have time to do what I think is important with other organizations while I can.
Feeling very old
I'm still working on my tennis - especially my serve!!
Write the books that I once dreamed of.
There is always need for a balanced, non-combative response, for a long term view.
I'd like to have two or three careers... and probably a different college major.
I still hope to travel and live in the southwest.
From a personal standpoint, my energy isn't where it used to be. Also, I enjoy reading and dong other rather
passive things. And finally, I see that the next generation has taken the wheel. I'm okay with that.
Energy, finances, being alone.
Travel to exotic places where health facilities may not be available.
I am more of a pragmatic person.
It's too late because I don't have the energy to devote myself completely to the enterprise.
too old to do most physically demanding things like sky dive.
My background in Christian Science gave me spiritual and metaphysical training that I value even though I am
not a churchgoing person.
Much of what I have enjoyed over the years is not physically possible at my age. However. I think it is important
for older people to stay in touch with friends and find new things to do.
But it is harder. Hip and knee replacements good, but less energy for extended effort.
Health limitations - for safety I can no longer skate on wild ice, climb mountains, kayak. Otherwise unlimited
Some days I think I am too old to do certain things, such as skiing. I'm not sure I will ever ride a bike again. I
certainly don't do things as fast as I used to do them and am more cautious. But I don't want to ever think I am
too old to do something. Some days I consider myself a spiritual person, other days I don't. Quakerism is quite
flexible.
i gave up downhill skiing because I didn't want to break anything- 3 years ago I probably won't go to Australia or
New Zealand- too long a trip. Otherwise i a good to go

Of course it's too late to change many aspects. But as long as mind and memory last, there's never not room for
change. Especially. in those moments when we get too close to such judgments as "I'm RIGHT! You're
WRONG!" (Or is it "RONG"?!)
'spiritual' person? depends on whose definition is in play- if its mine, it all depends on my behavior
Not going to learn downhill skiing I guess! Not going to climb Mt. Kilimanjaro! And not going to get married again.
Need to be careful living heavy things, like kayaks.
I would like to travel more but the restrictions of the Covid epidemic and un-certainty of travel alone at 81 has
limited travel at this time. Both children have full time responsible jobs and have no time for fun travel now.
Certainly I want to travel; also spend more quality time with grandchildren who are on their way to growing up (3
of them are 18)
maybe travel as much as I would like learn as much as I would like
My physical ability is greatly diminished by a car accident in 1993, arthritis, a heart attack. And because of
Covid, I am not active enough to keep my memory and intellect as sharp as I know it is.
I am on a walker now and the kind of travel I wish to do is compromising for me.
too late to sky dive, had to give up skiing, never saw Bagdhad, never went to India (husband chooses another
destination every time we travel)
Life is good
I don’t know what. But as long as I am healthy and financially able I believe I could ‘do’ whatever.
An example is my continuing to bike and ice skate - more for balance than exercise.
I'm not up for hot air ballooning or running marathons. Long walks - fine. I'll never learn to fly, or to sail. My
water-skiing days are over. But I am learning a new language!
Question 17 doesn't allow a totally accurate response.
I will never ride a bike--I shift my weight and fall off. I will never really understand my digital devices because I do
not have the energy to focus. --but I know enough to function. I expect that I will never have another romantic
partner, but do not seek one out. So ...
More travel. Tied to home and husband.
I still love to discover new places, though with Covid this past year I have also been content to be at home more
often. I do believe there is a guiding force in our lives, which is for me spiritual
It's never too late to seek more fullness
Certain sports, taking on very difficult challenges
Travel involving lots of physical activity. Looking forward to river trips, train trips, cruises when we can travel
again!
I’m not going to ski again because I don’t have the stability that I used to. I’m not going to visit all the places I’d
hoped to because there isn’t enough time.

I'd like to fly to Thailand but 23 hours in the air is too much; I cannot afford First Class
Due to health (lung) limitations am severely constrained re. physical activity and breathing conditions.
Downhill Ski,I have osteo penia and do not want to fall so I x country
Mainly the things that my physical abilities (or lack thereof) preclude. I still love to travel and hope we will be able
do so again before too long.
My family wants me to go skiing with them again, but I don't dare, though I really want to.
Travel
Can’t travel as much as desired. Besides restrictions either physical or imposed but the pandemic there are also
political factors to be considered.
I am charging ahead at 81; why not. Covid be damned
Too late to redo career, make certain financial decisions.
I’ll not run a marathon or travel around the world. Not at the top of my list, given the time and money involved.
I had hoped to take a trip to Egypt, but would find it physically too difficult due to a poor result from hip
replacement surgery as well as concern about the political climate in that country.
Ongoing interest in religion. Exposed and active in various groups- Protestant, Quaker and, ly, local
Congregational charcuterie with a refuge program.
done w/ skiing and competitive anything #17 needs a "maybe"
Too late to have different influence while twigs were bending. I could have been a more insistent parent. Or at
least a different parent. I am amazed at how decently they turned out despite the lapses of parental judgement.
Can't travel to Latin America because I am allergic to medications I might need. I have lived there and have
stayed connected to the Hispanic world.
I am not certain I can still do major trekking in the Himalayas, as I have until the past decades.
It is never too late to learn something new
I am not keen to do risky activities like sky diving and mountain climbing, but also have no interest in such
endeavors. There are so many other appealing options, like learning to play Bridge
Some things like sports and travel become more difficult
the torch has thankfully been passed to the next generations for them to determine what kind of world that they
will live in for the next 100 or so years.
Fuck no,remarry yes Please do not give me a little white golf!
Some travel because ok back issues.
Travel to "exotic" countries.
Physical activities due to age / health however one can achieve increased mental stimulation through reading
and conversation and even exercise in your mind.

Never too late to do the things I still can, even if it takes more effort.
sometimes I light candles so the ghosts of my departed friends come down for a visit

Q19 COMMENTS:
Although family members attended church and sang in choirs, my parents were not religious. After some
pressure on the part of relatives, my mother sent me to Sunday school. After a short time, I asked not to return
because it didn't make sense to me. I'm African-American/Indigenous, and my people have suffered for
centuries at the hands of those who profess piety. I can't set that aside and believe.
Absolutely is a strong word. After 50 years of not being in a church except for weddings or an occasional Xmas
service, I have become deeply connected to a vibrant UCC community that meets my spiritual and social justice
needs.
My father was an Episcopal minister and I grew up in a church setting, but thank goodness it was a liberal
denomination. After reading Elaine Pagel's book on the Gnostic gospels, I stopped being a Christian and I am
now a Buddhist who attends a Unitarian church. This combination suits me well.
A tiny, welcoming Episcopal church has offered me a warm, friendly community. I had been a Catholic before .
I tried. If I were able to believe, I would be a Muslim.
I recently started attending the Unitarian Church and find myself glad for the fellowship and liberal ethics of the
congregation
Again a question with limiting specifics. Maybe "indefinable Spirit?" I don't like that much either.
I don't know if it is a God but I do choose to believe there is some higher power and all is not random. But I sure
don't understand it.

Sobriety, AA, and my Higher Power saved my life, and the only way to explain my education to reality and all the
blessings bestowed upon me is H.P., aka God.
As a Quaker, I am part of a small passionate believe what you want community--a "not very organized" religion. I
believe in some kind of spirit of goodness or light in each of us--"that of god in every person as Quakers put it
but not sure if I believe in anything called "God, Deity, Higher spiritual Power" and certainly not in a God who
gives us orders.
I don't think God cares about me individually. God's realm is the world, and I'm just one of the people here. My
parents gave me a clear sense of right and wrong and the brains to figure out how to get along. And they got it
from their parents who got it from THEIR parents, etc., etc. - each of them dealing with their problems in the
world at that time. And I have done my best to pass the same things along to my children to deal with the world
as it is for them.
I answered #17 as being spiritual because I believe in basic religious values.
having been brought up an Episcopalian, and always in a choir (Smith too), I found church music to be very
spiritual for me Chamber Singers at Smith under Iva Dee Hiatt was the epitome of that. And I still sing in a local
chorus here. But I have become much more comfortable in the Unitarian Univeralist Church over the past
decade because there a “covenant” replaces a “creed” and We focus on our actions in the present world, not jut
a statement of belief. I feel a higher spiritual power in yoga, more for a healthy body, spirit and mind working
together.
This is something I am agnostic on — though I have a very vague sense of a higher power, I have yet to define
it.
I find God in nature. When I wanted a divorce, I struggled with breaking my marriage vows and went to church
then. There I did find comfort and support. It was Marble Collegiate Church which is all about love, not about
rigid doctrine.
I believe in love
I believe in the importance of humane tradition, connection, and respect and caring for others.
I like the Hindu idea of the strength we can draw on from the god within us. I think it’s Hindu. It may be Buddhist.
Spent many years searching and reading everything I could about world religions and in particular Christianity. I
came away as a confirmed non believer. I see all organized religions as created by man (and they were men) to
serve human purposes and they have often justified despicable behaviors.
The Church has always been very important in my life. I remember Sunday School class when I was 5 and my
mother was the teacher. When our children were young, my husband and I taught the preschool Sunday School
class at our church for several years.
Not in a conventional, male-hierarchical way, but knowing there is love in the universe.
Organized religion has continuously disappointed me.
I attend the UU (Unitarian Universalist) Church. I am very comfortable there. There's no "creed" - but a list of
principles we try to live by. Spirituality is part of it, but I couldn't answer your question, because my response
would be "sometimes."
We belong to a synagogue and are active in many of its activities and participate in services. My husband is
more religious than I am and is more spiritual than I am. I do it because I am culturally Jewish and want to
thumb my nose at Hitler and his ilk; I will not let us die out! Pure stubbornness.

the sacred just keeps getting vaster and vaster..... that is why "God" feels way too limiting as it carries so much
extraneous baggage
My God is a source of goodness and a guide for leading a meaningful life. Nothing more.
I worship in nature
The arrival of Vatican II was wonderful for my family and me! As was a local university's progressive Catholic
community. Fresh air! But the slow, inexorable revelations re. clerical sexual abuse (along with anti-gay, antiwomen's ordination pronouncements) has been alienating. When the Covid19 boundaries open up, I might still
think of myself as Catholic, but my/our churchgoing will be to an Episcopal church and/or the local Friends
Meeting.
polytheist
I don't know what "spiritual" means exactly, but although I feel larger beliefs shape my life, and that I have a
sense of wonder, I don't relate it to a god.
I am involved in a liberal church, and enjoy it's activities and the community. Always have had doubts about God
and the divinity of Jesus, but believe in what they represent and what they teach us.
I do like some of the cultural traditions related to the religion I grew up in.
I was religious early in life. Now my religion is confined to singing sacred music in a large choral society. In my
teaching years, I spent a lot of time explaining other religions and systems of thought, which led to a certain
detachment from any one in particular.
I do believe there is an Energy in this world....not an adequate word.... The more open we are to receiving
beyond what we can humanly see...the more connected we can feel to what is there beyond....
Am a humanist. Don't believe in an afterlife. Look at life as a natural wonder..
I have been a member of our church choir since 1965. Until the pandemic, this meant that I attended church
regularly, which habit has helped to develop my spiritual side a little, at least.
Not sure I'd use the word "Power" as what I trust exists is far more amorphous and does not lend itself to verbal
characterization.
most the time, but after losing two children and my husband my faith has been tested. I resent the far right who
have made a travesty of the love and social inclusion espoused by John Wesley”do all the good you can ,by all
the means you can, to all the people yo can, for as long as ever you can”
I wish I could have said absolutely but my scientific mind has never allowed me to have total faith. Nevertheless
I mostly suspend my disbelief and find comfort in church.
I see "God, Deity or higher/spiritual power" to be the opiate of civilization.
I believe I'm responsible for the consequences of my actions.
Not sure about the existence of a higher being, but I do try to live by the Golden Rule - do unto others as you
would have them do unto you. I also believe that the Judeo-Christian values and teachings offer the best way to
find happiness and hope for the future.
I'm probably agnostic, but puritan in upbringing, so I have a very strong sense of right and wrong and doing
nothing to excess. My husband was raised as a Conservative Jew and I was raised as a Congregationalist.

We've both been surprised how similar both religious are and I have grown to admire/respect much in Judaism,
like bar mitzvahs.
I am a committed Buddhist, following the teaching of Tibetan Buddhism. There is no god in Buddhism. I pray,
meditate, engage in Buddhist rituals, support my teacher, and attend a sangha (Buddhist group). I also engage
in community service and considerable philanthropy as a religious practice. I have been a vegetarian since
becoming a Buddhist.
Every night I say thank you,god, whoever that is ,for all my blessings.
I am a Buddhist and so believe in the ultimate reality.
I experience a loving presence in my life but find almost all of Christian theology senseless. I have no interest in
salvation. I believe being good is the right thing to do and needs no reward.
Although I wonder where the universe (or universes) came from, I find it difficult to believe in a deity.
I've had a rather eclectic spiritual life, Quaker school and friends, marriage to a Roman Catholic, living a slightly
Hindu / Buddhist life through practice of yoga, 45 yrs Presbyterian following husband's upbringing and
convictions, now Episcopal because that church in Colorado is where we relate......all of these exposures have
filled spiritual needs at different times. Meditations and readings and conversations, group study have played a
part in my spirituality, or sometimes lack of it but I usually return to some form of belief.

Q20 COMMENTS:
I was originially a Republican but now registered as a independent
I think my political views are the same as they were when I was young. I grew up in Washington, DC. My family
was very vocal about what was going on in government and associated with many people whose names are still
in the news. I've always been careful to note what people say and what they actually do and found it startling to
get to Smith and realize classmates were alarmingly unaware. It was indeed quite a shock when I tried to
discuss the Mau Mau, and several of them thought I was talking about the Hawaiian dress. Argh!
My politics have not changed since college. I was always liberal..
I am very active in politics
Wish our politicians would work more together. I hate the sharp divisions and worry about the future for our
country.
I follow politics closely. Always have.
I think you left out one choice, which would be: I was political then and I am now. I worked in the Civil Rights
Movement in the sixties. I participated in the Freedom Rides and spent a year, with my husband working on
voter registration in Mississippi. I was an activist during the women's movement, protested the war om Vietnam,
and spent several years working at the AIDS Action .Committee during the AIDS epidemic. I am passionate
about our present political situation and relieved to be rid of Trump.
Cannot believe how the Republican party has disintegrated
Where TRump is concerned I am RABIDLY anti Republican-- and think the Republican party has changed NOT
for the better
I was always a liberal, and I am more political now.
I think we are the worst species on earth, and I fear for the future of the ideals I value.
I was always political and always a radical and may have gotten more radical as I get older.
When I was in college I thought serving in government was a higher cause, doing something for the public good,
after all. I now believe most people are making a contribution in what they do and are able to fend for
themselves (assuming a workable economy). Once an activity becomes publicly funded it enters the political
realm. I fear politicising every day issues does not lead to better outcomes. Also, governments don't really face
the same kind of competition and become ossified in their ways and become vested interests themselves. Look
at the Covid vaccine. Obviously, governments had a role (funding, etc), but the scientists and the pharma
industry showed what people can do. That is the greatest benefit, if you will, of this pandemic. The medical
advances spurred on by people doing their best.
I thought I could be a bit less vigilant after Biden became present. That is not the case. I am VERY disturbed by
the turn to the right and the somewhat probable chance that our democracy can not survive.
But, I have always been conservative. With the growing progressive liberals, I am becoming even more
conservative.
I thought JFK was the berries and Richard Nixon was a slimeball. But the press was a little bit deaf and a little bit
blind in those days, at least to JFK. To this day, I don't really want to talk to anybody about politics. One side or
the other of the conversation will be in selling mode about what they think, and I won't be that person, and I don't
want to be part of that conversation.

I have been interested in politics since grade school. I am a bit move conservative now but hardly a
conservative.
Way more progressive. Much more aware of social issues. What is very anti-Vietnam. At times over the years
probably would have been considered not only a radical feminist but also a radical lesbian feminist
Have become way more political and left of center. Overly aware of politics and the climate fostered by division.
I became political during college with the civil rights movement. My family was reasonable Republican, not the
like extreme Trumpites. I think I was born liberal and have been since the late fifties. I'm absolutely horrified by
Trump and the Republican party, gun violence, white supremacy.
I have always been liberal, but definitely have become more so in the last ten years.....
Have not changed at all... solid Republican Conservative, for sure!
I was politically liberal then — maybe a bit radical at the end — and I’m politically liberal now. So not much of a
change.
I grew up surrounded by Republicans. Most of my professors at Smith were Democrats. They influenced my
thinking and my attitudes and certainly in these last years I have been highly motivated by politics.
I would say I am more aware of social issues and particularly the responsibility to give everyone a chance in life
but I am more centrist and thus more on the Democratic side. I am definitely not a progressive Democrat
I was liberal and very idealistic in college. Now I think I am more practical. But in my youth and old age I have
consistently believed that those who are fortunate should help those who have needs.
They haven’t changed.
I guess I was politically confused in college. I actually canvassed for Kennedy in Amherst in 1960 but voted
absentee from Smith for Nixon--because my father thought he was a good choice. Horrors!
I am more left, socialist, having seen need in the world.
I was raised in a racist society. My first husband helped me see the evils of racism in the 1960s. I was horrified
by Trump. I am proud of fellow Delawarean Joseph Biden. I am not sure what is meant by being political...I
certainly have my views on politics and feel essentially democratic.
Politics are important to me - they are an extension of my values. That wasn't so much the case when we were
undergrads. We were all Republican! - probably because our parents were. But I quickly became a liberal
Democrat and have been ever since. And especially in the last 4 years.
I turned 21 in time to vote for Kennedy by absentee ballot which I made sure to let the Republicans in my house
know!
Not really.I was and am still a liberal. I am not particularly active politically except as regards a specific cause. I
was very worried about Trump and ready to do something to get rid of him but now am waiting to see what
happens. I hope we have seen theist of him.
am a socialist. don't feel capitalism helps most. grew up yellow dog democrat.
Politics are an important part of our lives. Very Involved in organizations and reading about racial justice,
environment, fair elections and democracy.

pretty liberal
I spent about 20 years as the Democratic Committee Chair in my precinct - until I moved out of Maryland into
the District last year.
I changed when I went to smith from a midwestern republican to a left wing liberal. I am still liberal
peace-oriented
My political activism dates back to the 60's and was shaped by the Civil Rights movement, Viet Nam, and the
women's movement. It has influenced my important decisions in life. I have stayed that way for these 58-60
years.
My politics really changed IN college. Was raised in a moderate Republican family. Went to Africa during college
and supported the Civil Rights movement then. Have become more and more liberal ever since, especially since
the Republican party has become a disaster for democracy, human rights and minority rights.
I would love to be a moderate Republican but since I can never find any of them to vote for I remain a Democrat;
in my State you cannot vote in primaries if you are an Independent.
I am more radical. That's what should be said but was not offered.
I was an inactive Republican in college, not politicized, am proud to say I have switched party affiliation and am
confident in making political commitments different from my husband and strong willed, very smart son and
many close friends. Still not particularly active politically. I am very committed however to civic work, for
example, supporting landmark designation, repurposing and rehab of beautiful old buildings, working with the
city to address these issues in response to development pressure and other priorities of the community.
I have always been political.
I am a lot more liberal, but also more cynical (alas).
You didn't offer the choice -- They haven't changed. My politics were far left in college -- civil rights movement,
anti-Vietnam war (marching, marching, marching) -- and they remain so to this day. (Don't get me started on the
4 horrific Trump years.)
I am not very "political" but FEEL increasingly sensitive about welfare of all humans and animals. The
destructive behavior of some toward man and animals and nature is increasingly painful to me.
I was liberal then, and am now.
As we couldn't vote until age 21 meaning that I was unable to vote in the 1960 election, I didn't pay much
attention to politics until the 1964 election when I became a liberal Democrat because the Republican choice
was Goldwater.
I’m conservative when it comes to national security and fiscal policy. I’m liberal about social issues.
I am more left and prefer no longer to use the word liberal.
I grew up in a Republican family and not being terribly interested in politics, simply followed their lead until I went
to Smith. Even so it was still possible in those days to vote for "sane" Republicans like Eisenhower, Nelson
Rockefeller and John Lindsay. But when I moved to California and ran into Ronald Reagan, that was it for me
and I have been a Democrat ever since.
I am now able to explain and advocate with both emotion and facts on topics which I have neglected to be
involved in at Smith: civil rights beyond advocating for Stephenson for President. I can't recall joining the NAACP

when the opportunity arose. And I spent more time on European Intellectual History than on events,
government and the disadvantages so obvious now... I advocated for labor unions but from my mother's pictures
of life growing up; not from a real understanding. I was fairly dysfunctional intellectually at Smith. Lonely and a
bit lost. I don't feel that way now.
Changed in that I am more aware of political issues.
I took an advanced class in economics my senior year and happened to read all of Ayn Rand's books during the
summer after our graduation. These events as well as other life experiences and reading about the history of our
country contributed to my political views. I know that my conservative views are scorned by most of my
classmates and that I am in a very small minority. I am upset that my children and grandchildren do not agree
with any of my views. Years ago in a discussion with my son and my grandson, I said that I believe in free
speech and that I would defend to the death their right to say what they think and that I hoped they would do the
same for me. They said no, they would not. I am very concerned about claims about systemic racism,
wokeness, defund the police programs, transgender athletes participating in women's sports, and a myriad of
other issues. I have read about the problems at Smith concerning racial issues and find it very sad that such
hatred now exists on the campus that I love. I have no answers on how to resolve the political war, but hope
that some neutral common ground can be found before our country is torn apart.
Both my husband and I have been very active politically. I ran a congressional office for several years and have
helped in various political campaigns. Also, I've been involved in in various legislative issues, like reform of
abortion laws, before the Sup Ct ruling on Roe v Wade in 1973.
I am more active politically now that I am retired and have time. I have always been a liberal Democrat, but am
probably more liberal these days.
I was not very informed in college tho was liberal enough to join the NAACP.. now I see a bigger picture and am
concerned about the financial gap and want to give a leg up to the disadvantaged, disenfranchised but believe in
financially sound government spending too.
I am a cradle Democrat with about the same values as always but am better informed. There were very few of
us when was at college but my college friends are generally left of me now.
Having grown up in a "Taft" household in Ohio, I went to college as a republican. I became liberal and a
Democrat while in college, married a man with similar political views which we still share.
I am very liberal. Obama is my hero.
During the late '60s and early '70s I had the opportunity to travel widely throughout the South, with the purpose
of working with Historically Black Colleges. Many of the college leaders "mentored" me regarding their histories,
the histories of the colleges, and the lives and aspirations of their students. I learned first-hand that the views
traditionally held by the people close to me were ill-informed, reinforced existing prejudices and were very bad
for everyone's health, spirituality and economic well-being.
A sort of staunch Republican I am now a devoted Democrat. I believe we must all help each other as best we
can, mentally and monetarily and find trust and purpose in our convictions often "easier said than done".
I have the time now to keep abreast of politics more than when I was younger and working.
Because my mother was a rabid Republican I learned at an early age to be apolitical

Q21 What national and international issues are on your mind?
Most of those items checked affect me personally are checked not because I belong to a minority race or do not
have sufficient income, etc., but because I firmly believe that what affects any of us affect all of us, even if we
are oblivious.
how the world sees the US after the last 4 years of Trump
There's so much for improvement in all categories, I don't know where to start!
Have worked my whole life on US assistance to developing countries
THE WRONG EDUCATION ABOUT
I think about these things, but I doubt that they will change that much, except perhaps race relations. Most are
part of the human condition.
We all need to take more responsibility!
That almost covers it—but I am surprised the lack of a topic that simply says "women's rights."
Well virtually all my check marks in the "its on my mind" column could as easily be in the affects personally
column for if some are hurting in whatever way, we all are hurting.
Maybe I should say " loss of faith in our institutions " is on my mind because the polarization in our Congress IS
on my mind and I fear the belief in and adherence to the Constitution is seriously threatened. Some have said
our Democracy is threatened and I think the rise of White Sumpremacy and the attack on our government on jan
6 are serious concerns.
Save the planet! Save the animals! Human population control!
Happy to see more understanding of institutional racism and sexism since the summer and increasing rights
won by LGBTQ community although T and Q rights fragile. I taught both from 1985-1997 in Women's Studies
courses and in others (1968-2011) and saw scales fall from student's eyes. But happy to see broader
awareness. I have despaired of despicable US Foreign Policy since adolescence and now despair of broken
congress passing laws to curb gun violence, secure rights to abortion everywhere, or decrease inequality--laws
approved by a majority of voters. My main issue is how to improve the quality of Education (K to grad school)
and equal access to great education for all, a seemingly endless and hopeless task.
This is a rather loaded list. I worry about international security. I think as a grown-up country we should be able
to know who is in our country and limit access for our benefit and in light of international responsibilities that we
as a country formally take on. Otherwise, the most important thing we can do is improve the education system,
including technical education, to permit everyone to participate in and grow in our society. I am exhausted
listening to identity politics and I really don't want to hear one more woman screaming about the right to her
body (when in fact it is also the body of another); we will undoubtedly always have to live with abortion but it is
horrible the number of annual deaths of unborn children and we should not be celebrating it.
The liberals are ruining our country.
I wish you'd had the collapse of education itself. The disparities are terrible, but the underlying problem is that
education as a goal has gone to the dogs. If the charter schools do a better job, support them. Support the
teachers who do a wonderful job teaching their subject. Be wary of the inclusion of new educational units
covering the subjects du jour, because every time one of them gets shoehorned into the curriculum, something
by Shakespeare - that miserable dead white male - will fall by the wayside. The true idea of a liberal arts
education has been falling by the wayside for a long time, bit by bit.

Re Loss of Faith in our Institutions, I wasn't sure exactly what was meant by that. I am worried that our
Democracy is in danger with the Trumpers, Q'Anon, etc. people not believing or admitting that the 2020 election
of Biden was fair and without fraud.
Sorry, getting tired!
All of the above, everyday.
My son, who suffered from depression from an early age, self medicated from his teenage years on up and
became an addict. He got clean and sober for years, married and with a lovely young family, then relapsed one
time and overdosed fatally. I saw his struggle with addiction and the paucity of resources to help someone like
him. Would like to see treatment available to people of more limited means so that others can get help that now
is unaffordable for them.
I am interested in all of the above in different degrees, and do not always agree with the "pundits." These are
complex issues.
I am especially interested in ending the electoral college, and making voting rights protected.
All these issues are on my mind. Most important to me now are: systemic racism and Black Lives Matter,
LGBTQ rights, climate change, political polarization, and international relationships
I follow local and national news and am aware of the influence of many of these issues, but am not a
“campaigner” for any. Frankly, I am tired of the need to make everything the business of everyone else.
I live overseas, so some aren't as immediate.
I hate the political divide in our government and country! It bothers and worries me more than I can say! This
past year, it's been hard to stay on an even keel with a couple of very dear friends. I blame most of it on the
character of our last president.
The growing inequities in our economic system are very troubling to me, even though I'm lucky to be on the
"have" side of things. We have set up a family foundation to benefit kids at risk, and give to many environmental
causes (and Smith, of course!) My husband and I both believe in taxing - heavily taxing - the rich.
Not all of the issues on my mind are there constantly; some of them are only occasionally of significance but are
still important to me. I think the MeToo movement and Black Lives Matter have gone beyond reasonable
boundaries but I understand why; eventually, I hope and trust that the pendulum will swing back to a reasonable
balance once certain issues have been accepted by the general public, not just liberals.
the older I get the more survival/life issues highlight themselves vs. "way of life" issues. also western/USA
culture that is imperialist and equates peace with "winning" is abhorrent to me.
The world is changing and the population is growing. I feel that I grew up at a better time than now because the
earth is now too crowded with people and with things like plastic and poisons that pollute the earth and will
someday soon ruin the ocean. If people don't find ways to clean up the earth, and stop population growth, I don't
think the future bodes well.
We live in interesting times
YES! I suspect you were intending a narrower definition of how these issues affect me..... until any of these
issues are improved/resolved we are all affected and they are all important.
I feel fortunate - and privileged - that these very important issues do not affect my well-being or status in life.

all of the above, especially global misogyny and climate crisis
Given my career in international affairs, I continue to be very interested in world events. My church activities
have kept me abreast of many of the issues listed above. Reproductive rights and reducing gun violence have
been important areas of volunteer activity.
I read "The Wall Street Journal" daily and "The Economist". I am concerned with the polarization of races and
political parties.
we need to believe in and support democracy and self determination. Education reform should be the keystone
of our domestic policy, and I don't mean just throwing money into an existing and underperforming system.
So much inequity in the world today and so much polarization. Where has love and respect for our fellow beings
gone? Everyone has value even if it's not value that is central to you.
I am very concerned about the intense polarization of our society. When did compromise become a dirty word in
politics? When can't we have civil conversations about shared values?
I’m most concerned about truth and having agreement about what happened even if we don’t agree on
solutions. Deeply believed alternate realities are problematic.
I have little doubt that this country is at a crisis point with family, institutional and political dysfunction. the world
is also in a crisis with little effective action taken to date to stem the climate crisis. I will not live to see the
resolution (if any) of these crises.
Hope with new administration and in youngest generation
I get tired of hearing all sorts of people demand their "rights" instead of trying to understand and help their
neighbors. And I feel sorry for the white male who feels obliged to take the blame all the time!!!!
Racism and Voter Suppression are united to increase fascistic growth via the Republican Party via Trump and
his minions. It is very worrying. Reading The Last Train right now shows how you can see the signs around you
but you can't believe it will really happen. We need to wake up and act now or we will be the Germany of the
1930s . I said during the Gulf War that a lot of Americans would chose their cars over the safety of the peoples
of the middle east. Oil uber alles.. Now it's every American should have a house with a white picket fence and I
am not paying for health care for others that might lessen my chance for my dream.
So much unrest and animosity...loss of civility...great disparity between sectors, border issues, drug
dependence, politicians who only answer to their own needs. Need for better educational opportunities. I believe
education is the key to a better life.
These are ALL critical issues. I happen to focus on educational issues and am now working on the link btwn
poverty, esp homelessness, and educational outcomes.
=
I am also concerned about the influence of media on all ages. The power of the bully pulpit is truly frightening.
And this is nothing new.
The Trump years have for me, as for others, heightened my fears for the future. I am most concerned about the
results of racial and income inequality and the many ways that voting is being suppressed.
We've just emerged from four of the most regrettable years in our history.

Q22 COMMENTS:
Because of the pandemic, I have not been able to see one of my children for over a year. The lack of response
from the previous administration along with the denial by certain groups and refusal to comply with efforts to
protect us are unconscionable.
However, I have been very lucky to have had my health and the same income. My husband and I have adjusted
very well to being together so much more. It has brought us closer in many ways. And I am very glad to be
spending more time at home. We had travelled to see our large family and for vacations so often that I felt that I
never really had time to settle into the home we moved to 8 years ago! I have missed seeing our grandchildren
grow though.
Such a year of quiet! And wearing masks and staying apart! My partner and I have had the vaccinations, which
pleases me. I have done much reading and walking during this time.

Our state has really gone overboard on calling this emergency for over a year with many restrictions!
Good governance and leadership have been so crucial. I admired NY Governor Cuomo’s handling of it, and I
also think our VT Governor Scott has done a terrific job.
My small business was certainly affected by closing down during Covid. And because it is tied to tourism, it will
probably be a long time before it recovers.
Several family members got it but recovered. Worried the whole time about getting it or losing family or friends.
Ten pounds gained. Only a little more alcohol. Maybe maximum 10%.
We have had no direct experience with Covid and have been able to accept the limitations on our activities.
I consider myself lucky in this sense. My town is very well organized and has an excellent outreach program for
information. Also, most people in town are happy to follow the protocol. Also, our old house has a big front
porch, and we could have people drop by for a socially distanced tea time. In addition we have a small park
across the street, so we can sit on our front porch and meet and greet people as they pass by, keeping the
appropriate social distance. We use Zoom for our monthly book club and two weekly event discussion groups. I
remember the polio epidemic of the early 1950's when we were quarantined, and someone in our neighborhood
died. So how can I complain about these restrictions?
VACCINATIONS ARE A TOOL TO DEPOPULATE THE PLANET
Being in a rural area we have been able to be outdoors and thus have not had to deal with many of the
restrictions that have adversely affected so many people.
People seem to be friendlier and more caring about one another
Actually Covid hasn't affected me much-- we have been VERY fortunate but realistically I do think the pandemic
has raised most of our anxiety levels-- will varients become unmanageable?- will anyone we know become
affected?. We have had 2 doses of the vaccine but our daughter have not.
I have mostly missed human physical contact—the hugs and embraces I could get from friends. Otherwise, with
so many interests—I am never, ever bored—I have been very fortunate. (Who wouldn't be anxious during Covid,
for heaven's sake?) I live in a climate where I can walk outdoors in a beautiful spot every day, and that has been
a life-saver.
My husband and I have both lost weight during Covid-19 because we are cooking very healthy meals at home.
I am not aware of many effects of Covid since it has not affected my family , finances or friends. We are a
privileged minority,which makes me feel very humble. But realistically I think I do feel a defuse anxiety about the
future with Covid still such a threat to so many and talk about new varients.
Covid has unleashed lots of creativity from lots of people. Closing of all the performance spaces I love locally,
nationally, and globally has significantly decreased my joy in life. But I have been streaming as much as I can
and donating to the theaters I love--including many Shakespeare theaters-- in hopes that they can stay alive and
reopen.
I am surprise at how contented--and busy-- I have been. I do miss lunch with my friends, museums, theater, but
I have reveled in the Met opera performances which are streamed and I have heard lots of lectures. I love the
idea that I don't have to get dressed up to enjoy these things, that I don't have to pay $25 to park, etc. I don't
miss eating out, which tells me that the pleasure of doing so was the opportunity to be with friends.

This is a bit me-me Covid-19 has been HUGE; we are in our 80s with a certain foreboding of just waiting around
to the end, as friends around us do die for various (other) reasons. Since most of the activities we relish (visiting
family, travel, sports, culture, restaurants, etc) have evaporated, there is, undeniably, more reflection on what is
this all for. We have not had economic problems (until now) and we have not had the burdens that young have
had, with home-schooling etc. The positive of Covid 19 are the medical advances, which will benefit future
generations and the negative the horrible fiscal burden all countries have taken on and what that means for the
future, including the lives of the next two generations (or maybe our nest eggs). On a side note, there are a lot of
people in their 50s, maybe mores women than men, whose jobs have evaporated and it will be hard for them to
re-enter the work force
Luckily I still have my husband around, and live nearby our children and grandchildren, whom we saw at a
distance for a while, but now gather in their homes for dinner from time to time. Both my husband and I have
been vaccinated. I see how Covid-19 has affected our grandchildren, one of whom did not have a high school
graduation and all the trappings, and had to spend first semester in college online. He happened to be born on
9/11 as well! I see how covid has impacted the young people both with hy-brid schooling and with limited social
interactions with their peers.
I've lost my social network, and I don't think we're going to rebuild it overnight. I doubt if we'll ever go all the way
back to where we were before. But that's what we hope for and that network is in tatters.
I am eager to return to being with friends and family in person rather than on Zoom.
Covid has affected every aspect of all of our lives. Can’t wait to emerge.
I worry about the safety of my family and about the effect of studying online for a year or more on the lives of my
grandchildren. They are missing out on a lot. I hate the way Trump mishandled and politicized the pandemic. I
hate the governors who are opening up too quickly.
Horrid disaster of chemical warfare
It has been the most peculiar experience, a stealth virus out there without too many immediate or visible signs of
its deadliness. I live in an area which has weathered the pandemic fairly well. People have basically followed the
CDC rules so we’ve been isolated but relatively safe. A few friends have come down and recovered; several
friends lost their mothers, one in a retirement community, one in a rehab centre after a hospital stay for an
unrelated condition. No one in my family has (yet) contracted the virus and we’ve all been very careful — but
very isolated. And it’s the isolation, the lack of physical contact, that has been most difficult. I am very grateful for
our continued health and for the vaccinations that we have received.
I have missed seeing any of my relatives. My business was severely impacted and still is. Stress.
Becoming a widow in the midst of COVID has deprived me of socializing with my family - but Zoom and other
virtual ways to "meet" have helped to temper that a little. My husband died from a non-COVID but very short
illness - we had a diagnosis 5 days before he passed away last August. We were living in our home in the
Berkshires - alone, no one, not even children and grandchildren came into our house, and we met only
outdoors, which was very difficult for my husband. He had become increasingly ill and weak over the few
months before, and I was constantly calling our physicians in New York City - eventually the doctor in the
Berkshires said he had to be hospitalized and, despite the COVID risks, we returned to our rental apartment in
NYC. He was hospitalized for 5 days, then got even sicker, and died 2 weeks after our return. The cancer
diagnosis came 5 days before he died. We had to have his burial under COVID restrictions back in Berkshires
but managed with the help of the medical college that employed him to put together a ZOOM memorial service
-- that meant so very much to me (we were able to honor him then rather than waiting, which would have been
intolerable). With everyone wearing masks, my children and grandchildren just moved in together for the next
week - and took our chances; thankfully, we all stayed well. But I did not want to remain in our hospital-owned
city building which is available only to front-line healthcare workers, and less than a month later, I moved from
my home of 50+ years with 5 days to pack. Then I moved into a new, smaller apartment - with as little help as
possible given COVID. It has been a challenging 6 plus months, but my NYC family and friends are sure I get

out daily except in bad weather. Now that so many have been vaccinated, hopefully it will be easier to get
together.
The food served at the community that I moved to just before lockdown is excellent, very rich with too-large
portions. It is too easy to snack with my fridge nearby.
I grieve and lament the deaths of so, so many people. I bitterly regret the lack of action by the Trump
administration to make sense and save lives.
Covid-19 has forced us to be in the house with too much Zoom, TV, and food.
Never before have I realized how important it is to be with other people, especially family and friends. The
complete absence of in-person enjoyment of the performing arts has made me aware of how much they mean to
my enjoyment of life.
This fits right into the previous question, and my response about economic inequities and racism. Covid has
been hardest on people of color and low income. Conversely, it's been quite luxurious for me. I thought I'd hate
it, but find I rather like being a hermit! That being said, I have been double vaccinated and look forward to
getting together more with friends and family - soon.
Having just lost my husband and Covid restrictions at the same time have made me alone more than I would
have thought. I have not been “Covid Crazy” but many friends have isolated themselves completely for more
than a year.
We are fortunate and have gotten both shots as has our daughter-in-law because she is a teacher.
Unfortunately our son and grandchildren are too young to get shots.
I have stayed housebound
As a retired couple with grown grand children and no job losses, we are very fortunate to suffer only slightly by
not being with friends except outdoors.
I don't allow myself to have more than two drinks (glasses of wine) a day. With some exceptions. :-) I could
easily become an alcoholic - as my parents were. Now that you suggest it, there isn't much to do during the
pandemic other than eat and drink!
Co-Vid seems to be a planetary course correction sent to us by Mother Earth so we might wake up.
Thank goodness I haven't lost anyone to it. But it's been a rough and lonely year.
Volunteer work has kept me busy this year, fortunately. It is hard being cooped up alone but I am not a person
who gets all their energy being with other people.
In Delray Beach there is active wearing of masks. Stores are posted and staff will remind customers to cover
nose,etc.. but tourists and beachcombers are not often wearing masks. Other Florida counties seem lax about
mask enforcement. A recent trip from Miami, thru Fort Lauderdale spotted less or no masks or social distancing
efforts. I was shocked .
No one in my family has been ill with it, but I know people who have died, or who have lost family members. The
isolation and inability to sing in a group or to travel has take away two of my great pleasures. I definitely need
more exercise! .
Again, the choices that pertain to me are not listed above. The greatest effect of the pandemic is having to alter
daily life, change travel plans, cancel visiting friends and relatives.

My husband had the virus. Although he was not hospitalized, he was very ill. During that time, I was
overwhelmed by the kindness of friends and neighbors. It also made me realize how lucky I am to have him with
me.
I don't see a question about isolation caused by the pandemic. I moved to a new state after over 50 years in one
area just a couple of months before the pandemic hit and integration into a new community has been very
difficult because of this. Other than the health related suffering, the mental challenges are the biggest impact I
see. Luckily I live in a community as opposed to alone and, despite restrictions, this has helped tremendously.
The self isolation of Covid measures has led me to be creative in work I do and safe ways to socialize and also
to focus on new skills. I switched from inner city work with the poor to sheep who can't give me Covid; I'm
outdoors both alone and meeting others (dog park, neighborhood also); and finally I work hours every day on
watercolor painting.
I considered that I was lucky to have already retired when the pandemic hit and didn't find it so difficult to be
stuck at home. The worst way I was affected was in not being able to see my family who were a plane ride away.
It's been over a year since I've seen my sister and one of my daughters. And having to cancel a wonderful
European trip was a disappointment but nothing compared to people getting sick or losing their jobs.
Covid has taught me to focus on myself for a change: exercise more, eat better, lose a bit of weight and teach
myself how to feel terrific. And I can read more.
I miss picking up and dropping into a favorite restaurant alone or with friends; the opera and chamber music
concerts but not the driving to get there. I miss travel to new places to bird-watch or see new museums of
interest to me.
Maybe it was my Smith education, but I was able to deal with the challenges of Covid-19, not that I liked any
part of it...
I avoided potential covid exposure by remaining home most of the time. As an introvert who is a reader, a viewer
of PBS, and a gardener, I have not experienced any anxiety or depression. My dog is great company and we
take 3 walks every day, weather notwithstanding. I received my first and second doses of the Pfizer vaccine in
January and feel relaxed relative to the pandemic.
My concerns are for the young people who have had educations interrupted and careers put on hold and social
interactions lost.
I spend my of my time reading as my activities outside my residence remain limited.

Q23 COMMENTS:
I don't want to go back to old technology but do want to see children out playing. Maybe after Covid, they will
really appreciate being outside and actually having contact with friends.
My thoughts are mixed...it has been highly useful in some ways, but made some things much more complicated.
And I am not too tech literate
I love Google! It answers many questions that arise at the dinner table!
It has gotten us through; it has been good bringing more lectures and plays to our home. Zoom meetings mean
some aspects of normalcy have continued. Facetime means you at least see friends and family virtually. But I
wish using it was more instinctive. And I am looking forward to returning to face-to-face interaction with people.
I don’t like it and it makes many things more difficult but others easier
I wouldn't go near social media - and I have a niece who works for Facebook!
I have to consult my kids or grandkids about computer type questions
I am challenged to keep learning

I was an early adopter of technology. I worked in the computer industry since 1960, so I like technology. But, like
everything else, one needs to pick and chose. I fell in love with spreadsheets and word processing the minute I
discovered them. I loved using computers to do math. I love email. I have a scanner and color laser printer. I
have a library of mp3 music, audio books, and podcases. These are great for long plane trips, where carrying
books would be bulky. However, I hate smart phones. I don't want to have interruptions while I'm at the
supermarket. I don't want to worry about viruses on my phone, or upgrades, or junk apps I have no use for, but
can't delete. I just want a phone to make and receive phone calls, and maybe a text message or two.
Occasionally challenging, but fortunately my husband is a "techie" and helps when needed.
Can't keep up with new and different tech right now because of the pandemic. Can't wait for that to be over.
I am not a technophobe but am definitely not a Techie. I rely on my Husband who is pretty good with technology.
It has positive and negative aspects.
It's wonderful how much information you can get from one little box by asking questions - but I worry that it may
take down our world one day with all the hacking and the scams and the artificial intelligence.
What would I have done this past year without ZOOM to keep me connected to friends and family? I am a
technophobe and can't originate Zoom but appreciate those who can.
What would I have done without email, Facetime, Zoom, Amazon and home deliveries? But I think social media
is and has been a frighteningly destructive force in our society.
I would say it has made my life somewhat easier but not much easier. I would also say the it helped me to be
less alone during the pandemic, for which I am grateful. It has certainly changed our world, probably both
positively and negatively.
Makes life harder as it is designed for a much younger cohort - and I as an older person get left in the dust and
the technopiles don't seems to care.
I don't like technology since I am not good at it. But I am SO thankful for ZOOM during this last year. And since I
can't set up Zoom I am grateful to friends who CAN set up Zoom.
I'm grateful for the ease of communication.
It is a useful tool that has changed world for good and bad.It certainly has made writng and communicating
easier--especially Zoom. I do believe that social media and its CEOS--the most powerful men in the world-- are
monieizing and spreading hate and lies and white supremacy and all that is bad and need to be controlled and
broken up by government. Amazon runs on slave labor and has destroyed billions of local businesses especially
book stores; Pandemic has made this worse.
I feel like a dinosaur
Perhaps the most important new technology that all of us learned to use and enjoy was Zoom--Eric Yang, who
invented it, was born in nowhere China. We need to let more like him immigrate to our country. In fact, we need
a RATIONAL immigration policy. Not a "y'all come," but a number that our country can absorb and in all fields,
from the technically brilliant to the technically accomplished stone masons and carpenters.
Feel it has had a negative affect on grandchildren, too much screen time, social media too impt
I am an IT Idiot. It's a love hate relationship- more hate than love. Realize it has been very helpful during COVID.
I want to stay on the upbeat side of things

Zoom technology has been fantastic. I have been able to be with my children much more because they live all
over the country ans we get together much more often now. It has allowed me to play bridge on-line 4-5 times a
week which has helped me get through all the self-quarantine during Covid because I live in a retirement
community. I have lived her for 11 months and none of my friends have been allowed in here the entire time I
have lived here.
Zoom is simply not a replacement for an in person meeting or class. Take me back to personal interactions. Life
was more fun.
I know I am missing a lot because the computer gets me dizzy
I think it has positively changed the world in some ways, but technology allowed the Russians to interfere with
our elections, so there is a downside.
I used to be in the forefront but now I'm behind.
It has both positively AND negatively changed our world, no question For me, living alone, it makes my life
harder, actually, although I love getting concerts and webinars that are interesting. I feel I spend too much time
correcting things or looking up what I am doing wrong.
A necessary annoyance, with too much information coming all the time.
Accounting/bookkeeping, data collection and research all are much easier. False information, lies, conspiracy
theories, calls for violence, shaming and denigrating on the internet have negatively changed our world.
I was an early convert to computers and loved the ease that computer use brought to my life. As a writer, word
processing made life so much easier. And researching on the internet has been a godsend. Zoom has broken
down the pandemic walls between people and made life much richer. And social media makes it so much easier
to stay in touch with people. But the flip side of that is, of course, the abuse of social media and the ill effects of
algorithms on susceptible minds. As a civil liberties supporter, I fear shutting down expression to people through
censoring social media but I fear, equally strongly, the impact of giving bigots and evil people the means to
spread falsities and influence those who know no better. No easy answers here.
Thank God for Zoom! I can see people's faces and not feel so disconnected. And our programs can reach
people who live out of area--we might well want to continue using Zoom when we can have "normal" In-person
meetings in order to keep connecting with out-of-towners.
COVID life would have been so much worse and more lonely without FaceTime and Zoom; I for one don't at all
mind virtual conversations, meetings, etc. and have found a lot of very interesting talks and programs I never
would have attended. Hopefully in-person and virtual events will balance out once the pandemic is under better
control. I have been surprised at my ability at nearly 82 to learn at least the basics of what I need to know -- and
I have family members and a long-time "tech consultant" to get me out of difficulty. We need in-person
interactions and cultural life but the addition of technology has been on balance positive in terms of the above
paragraph. Technology such as FaceBook and Instagram, etc., is a different story -- many negative effects.
Most of my career was spent in IT. Certainly, some of the changes have not been positive.
I like how easy it is to connect virtually and to shop and pay bills. I really think social media has derailed our
ability to have the necessary truth-telling. I also think it is beyond control and in that way dangerous.
Maybe technophile's definition is a little more than what I am. I like new technology when I learn how to use it. I
have an iPhone, an apple watch a tablet etc. I facilitate Zoom meetings and enjoyed learning how to do that.
Our Senior Village very quickly went onto zoom which kept us going. but created too many hours at a desk and
screen. Less exercise, gained 5 lbs. Walking a lot but not a substitute for regular tennis and yoga in a gym.

It has been helpful, I am glad to be able to use. I enjoy my Kindle, but I still prefer real books. I think young
people have lost some valuable abilities by relying on it solely.
Technology definitely eased some of the hardships wrought by the pandemic. Personally I benefited from on-line
delivery of groceries and pharmacy purchases. Netflix was also more important since movie theaters were
closed. I am probably one of very few classmates who rarely orders goods on-line other than the above. I still
use technology far less than most others.
Thank goodness my grandsons help me out.
No answer above fits where I am. I love email, google and photography. But I have no inclination or talent (it has
appeared) to solve the problems that inevitably arise. So I waste a ton of time getting help in fixing things and
learning even the basics. I don't know if that makes me a "techophobe" or technophile - somewhere in between I
think. Same with positively or negatively changed the world - a little of each. I hate seeing people (especially
kids!) sitting around with their heads buried in their iphones. For the world: It's been overall bad - spreading
falsehoods, cruelties, conspiracies.
Technology has been a godsend in many ways (I no longer have to go to the library to check out a reference
while editing a manuscript), but it has also loosed some demons, such as harassment and criminal behavior.
More work needs to be done by experts to rein in the crime and to extend use of the internet to poor
communities and individuals.
I am particularly frustrated by three things: multiple tv remotes and inability to access what I want to see from
time to time; almost never talking to a human when calling companies and organizations, passwords that aren’t
”recognized”.
Because of Zoom we have been able to participate in online programs and events we would not have been able
to do because of travel distance. What a wonderful invention!
I prefer to avoid new technology except that I learn what I need to know. I don't like shopping on the Internet.
Can't wait to go to stores again.
I'm old so chronically behind (and don't mind being so) technologically. It has changed things in life, in my world,
but for better or worse or neither i don't know.
Many many pluses, but also negative changes
thank heavens for ZOOM!
What would have done during the pandemic without ZOOM!!!! I even bought 20 shares of Zoom early on!
i use my computer every day and enjoy Email and zoom and looking things up on Google and watching my
grandson's college soccer games. I love it. But I hate the way social media sites bully and shame and destroy
people. I fear it's influence on right wing conspiracy believers will get their news and views from spurious
sources
and tech needs to serve the goodof the whole, not the tycoons
What would we do without Zoom?
What would life have been like without technology in the Pandemic? It would have been horrible. We have been
so lucky to have Zoom, email, texts, on line newspapers, etc. Lack of access of the poor to technology has been
a terrible impediment, especially to already difficult virtual schooling, especially for elementary school children.
I see many texting or listening on iPhones in restaurants or on the street. I worry about online education when I
hear a third of low income families do not have a computer. i worry when reports came in about promoting the

invasion and destruction of the Capitol . I recently witnessed an overpass on Rt. 95 in Delray swarming with
Trump flags and banners over the entire span.
Cant live with technology or with out it My husband and I rely on it for all work but not proficient and lucky we
have a tech person to rely on ...often !!!
I still find the tech world too impersonal
Almost all of the above. I hate it, but depend on it. The learning curve is steep for me, but I manage what I can. It
has changed our world, making extraordinary things possible (going to Mars). But has also created dangers of
Enoch we could never have conceived. It has made our lives both more exciting and simultaneously more
perilous.
I am continually amazed. An example is the smart phone which is also a tv, radio, camera, clock, dictionary, etc.
Since I can look up almost anything on it, it feels like I am carrying a library in my pocket. Also can read
newspapers and play all sorts of games/puzzles on it.
I like the convenience and the new ways of communication, but I am distressed by the negative effects of social
media and the fact that so many people of all ages are so tied to their screens that they have time for little else. I
think that leads to a lot of social myopia.
Although it makes many things much more accessible and faster, it also consumes too much of our lives and
gone are the days of "carefree" enjoyment of life as it unfolds. I worry in particular about the younger
generations and their constant use of cell phones etc.
It makes life different and some parts easier - such as being able to purchase and bank online despite not being
able to go to stores or banks in person. I'm not sure if that's better or worse in the long run since it seems too
easy to influence large groups of people as opposed to relying on direct personal interactions. Since I seem to
think logically, like the scientist that I am, technology (computers) is a fun challenge for me. However, having
been married to a right-brained musician, I am very aware of the challenge this sort of thinking is for some
people.
Social media seems to have had an exceedingly negative effect on the entire world! I loved the advent of the
personal computer. I love the handiness of the iPhone, but I deplore people spouting off unsolicited, uneducated
opinions about everything.
Technology is mostly a positive. The negative is hacking and the need for up to date cyber security.
Like most of us I imagine, I've benefitted from the convenience of emails, texts and zoom meetings BUT Years
ago I noticed how mechanization has cut back on daily interpersonal contact - well before concern about "screen
time". I suspect this trend dates to the industrial revolution. So the challenge today is to compensate for that.
Perhaps medicine is a field where technology has dramatically altered relationships between doctor and patient
as well as saving lives. (Witness the Covid vaccine) BUT disruption of animals' ecosystems by humans was
what caused this pandemic and will undoubtedly cause more.
In some ways I hate the new technologies because they are so hard for me to learn and make me feel stupid.
And I think that social media has done more harm than good in allowing so much hate and venom to be
disseminated without filters. But on the other hand, I am happy to be able to zoom with my family since I can't be
with them in person and I do find email a boon since writing in long hand is hard on my arthritic hands. I have
been able to keep up with many more friends than before email, namely my high school class. Our class
president sends on several jokes per day to keep us laughing during Covid.
What would we do without the internet and the GPS today? And I have had the incredible privilege of knowing
personally two of the men who were instrumental in inventing them, and who are still alive. They did it because it
was "fun"!

Reading soundbites is not good. I worked for IBM and displaced 40 very sweet ladies who were sorting pieces
of paper and happy with their jobs and social interactions. I still feel guilty.
Technology has increased our ability to access information, goods, services. Negative impact is social media
can be very damaging.
I am a reluctant technophile. It is the best way to communicate with our family, but when my son wants me to
read a long, long article on 2-factor authentication in light of my bank's practices, I struggle with the technical
information. Gradually, I am learning what I need to know and am considered the "techie" by my husband.
I'm not very adept at technology, esp my cell phone. Need my g'kids to figure them all out. And I can no longer
just turn on the TV. But of course typing my answers on a computer are way easier. Social media has made
Trumpism and the race/class conflicts way worse. See the front page story in Feb. 24th NYT on racism at Smith
as a frightening example.
I applaud the advances in civilization, but technology will always have both pro and con contributions. Dealing
with the machine could be compared to dealing with your mother in law, your puppy , your child , yourself:
patience and forgiveness will be rewarded. It goes without saying that screaming and bad words will come first .
I am not exactly a technophile, but I have learned to use technology to learn new fields, gain new information,
stay connected to family and friends, order goods. I am not addicted to my iphone, but make judicious use of it.
I am terribly worried about the negative impacts of social media on: learning and development, the flourishing of
civil discourse, deep reading and educational levels in general.
Zooming and facetiming has been our family contact on holidays and other times. And have been able to keep
up with faraway friends too.
There are, of course, good and bad aspects of technology and the internet. I can't say if, ultimately, the positive
effects will outweigh the negative.
I guess technology on its own is a tool -- technologies' utilization and impact can be both good and bad

Q24 What is the ONE best thing that has happened to you since
graduation?
marrying my husband in 1963 (57 years and counting!)
If I have to choose one, it's having three wonderful girls. Another best thing would be spending 32 years
teaching ESL to people from all over the world in the same classroom.
My children
Birth of our children.
I had a successful career in publishing as a book editor that paid for private college for our two children. I spoke
at writers conferences around the country, as well as five universities and appeared on television.
My Smithi Junior Year Abroad in Paris inspired me to continue Graduate Studies in French. I eventualy bought
an apartment in Paris where I wrote articles, interviewing authors who became friends. I was part of a circle of
French intellectuals. The best thing that happened is that my existence in Paris during sabbaticals and summers
truly became a significant second life for me.
Finding myself and my career.

taking up skiing, meeting my husband skiing, taking children and grandchilden skiing...a family hobby
Becoming a Buddhist. Second best is becoming old enough to say and do things freely!!
Living in Vermont on the water and getting actively involved with nature.
creating a family unit
Achieving my goal of becoming a lawyer and practicing at the Dept. of Justice.
being independent
marriage
Family: husband, children, grandchildren
Meeting my husband and joining our two families.
Hard to choose, but if I have to, I would say having my children.
Got married
Hmm. hard to choose
Having children and grandchildren.
Succeeded in working internationally
FINDING MY SPIRITUAL PATH
My family
Moving from the East to the West Coast.
Becoming acquainted with Islam and Palestine.
Marrying my current Husband
Living in Paris for two tears
my children
Clearly finding the right partner has been a stroke of luck which has positively impacted every facet of my
fortunate life.
Motherhood
Finding the love of my life and having his daughter
Probably marriage resulting in two wonderful daughters.
My second marriage.
Marrying my husband

Marrying my husband and raising a family
Meeting and marrying my husband 52 1/2 years ago!
I have overcome the devastating feelings of aloneness, rejection, lostness, not belonging due to mother's
alcoholism and WWII PTSD of my father. To overcome that I realize that I am not only loved but that I am able to
now FEEL love, to cry, to feel compassion. I am love just like you.
I'm still around in reasonable health! andI was lucky in having been able to see the world earlier.
Marriage resulting in children
Finally being able to have 2 wonderful children.
Children Job
No best. Life is a series of ups and downs, but more ups!
My family.
Having granddaughters
Meeting my husband
Family--husband, children and grandchildren
My marriage
Meeting and marrying my husband!
All the advanced that I made in my career culminating in being vice-president and part owner of a development
company whose software was in 95% of the top banks in the country.
Having two wonderful sons. Of course we went through a lot of ups and downs during growing up (theirs and
ours both!). But I believe these boys turned into men are a real gift to the world and to me. I love my work and I
love my friends but these matter to me the most.
My marriage
my marriage
That's hard .From a personal perspective it's my marriage to my wife. And a professional perspective would say
it was a chance to synthesize a variety of my interests and skills into a consulting practice that provided a
wonderful chance to learn about many different kinds of organizations and businesses, travel broadly, work with
a marvelous business partner, and to do well financially.
Good health to enjoy life's opportunities
My family!
Publishing three books
Marriage, no question
Marriage & family

Moving to Seattle.
Having two wonderful children AND having made an amazing and wonderful second marriage
Hard to say — how do you rank your own marriage, the birth of your children, the joys of a profession, the birth
of grandchildren, the significant events of those lives? I think, perhaps, the one occasion that combined all of
these would be the bar mitzvah of my oldest grandson, an occasion that brought together friends and family, all
the family, in an intimate service, then a wonderful lunch that we catered ourselves in a outdoor camp setting. It
was a great big party with relatives of all ages and from all different areas coming, with friends of ours, friends of
our daughter, and friends of the bar mitzvah boy, all joining together in mutual pride and joy at his
accomplishment and in celebration of years of friendship and acquaintance.
Learning to be true to myself. It has been a long process, shedding the thought that I had to pretend to be what I
thought my mother wanted me to be. But I have found Freedom from those shackles as well as Peace and
Ease.
Children
Meeting my husband.
Marriage and the resulting children and grandchildren
My chidren
Having a daughter.
Meeting the man I married. My best friend and strongest supporter.
Married the right person
The discovery that I am a survivor
Being introduced to my future husband by a Smith classmate!
Moving to the “south” and learning that I love it!
I moved to Australia and found great opportunity.
I feel that I was able to successfully use my innate abilities, my education, my language skills and personality to
enjoy a fulfilling life in which I helped others achieve their goals, primarily via education and career ;counseling.
Marriage
Making good friends and keeping them
Getting married, having children. (Does that count as one?)
Marrying a zoo veterinarian who helped welcome a newborn elephant on the same day that I gave birth to our
son!
My wonderful second husband and my family.
Using my education - especially my art history classes - to enrich my teaching of history and travelling to see
many of the places which I taught about, one of which was going on an archaeological dig in 1994.
Marriage.

My children and grandchildren
My child and grand children.
My second marriage, to a gentle man.
getting to see much of the world through the World YWCA
My marriage
My family
finding a career as a lawyer ( I graduated from Harvard Law in 1966) - and getting my first job as a lawyer at age
41 and finding both satisfaction and tremendous confidence.
My husband and children.
Emotionally and spiritually I crashed and in the recovery over last 30 plus years, I have traversed that landscape
of seeing the world feeling like unwanted damaged merchandise to seeing the landscape filled with infinite
perfected wholeness.
Having the good fortune to meet and marry my second husband, the source of almost 40 years of freedom to do
what I wanted.
two wonderful sons
having brought 2 fine humans into the world
Meeting my first partner of 23 years.
A happy marirage.
Having 3 wonderful boys who (in turn) can drive me crazy
I think there are 3 cant choose just one my daughter my second marriage becoming Dir of a special education
school in NYC
Grandchildren
having children
My family and great financial security
Meeting and marrying my husband and having a daughter who is successful in her profession, happily married
with two very wonderful, rewarding daughters.
children I'd say marriage but married before graduation.
Meeting my second husband.
That's a tough one. The foreign service sent me to South Asia, which resulted in my becoming a scholar and
teacher about India. So: Finding my calling as a teacher through that chain of events.
The people in my life.

having a remarkable personal relationship with my husband of almost 57 years
There is not ONE. But my children, if I must name only one.
Seeing my daughter grow into a wonderful human being.
Children and grandchildren
Marriage.
My children and grandchildren
It's hard to say ONE best thing. Up in my list are giving birth and raising a child and seeing who she has become
as well as being married to and sharing music with a loving and talented husband. Also, finding a faith
community has been very special to me.
Having children
Having daughters!
Marrying my husband.
My son, the economist Edward Glaeser, prof; at Harvard.
Marrying my husband.
My children
Well it's two best things because it was the birth of my two daughters. I think they are my greatest
accomplishment.
Meeting and loving my talented husband for sixty years
Grandchildren
Moved from the United States when I could still enjoy the best things in the different cultures.
My 2 daughters
Marriage and children
My family...
Becoming a mother.
Marriage to my husband - the love of my life.
Opportunities and experiences resulting from graduate school and ongoing opportunity to work in the field of
education.
Besides getting married, having kids and g'kids, it's been my role in starting various programs/institutions in
Colorado.
Really?!? That is almost offensive in the question’s challenge to give any non -excluding answer. I can predict
what people will feel obliged to say, but will anyone say : Discovering Plastic Surgery, or Running into my former

lover in ( choose:) Paris, Tulsa, grocery store, or being included on a grandsons Friends list...etc etc. In fact this
question demands an impossible choice... and I can’t make it.
Gave birth to my two wonderful sons!
The birth of my first born son, Michel, in 1966.
Marriage for 33 years to my second husband which eclipsed even having had an extraordinary career
Moving to Aspen
My children
marrying the right person
I cannot count ONE only.
Better sex and better brain
Raising my daughter.
Because it was unexpected and thoroughly rewarding, my 20 years as a singer, eventually professional.
my marriage and, of course, the birth of my son. I know that's not one thing, but they're clearly connected.
marriage
Marrying my husband
The one best thing was being employed by the Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation in 1965 -- the opportunities were
grand and endless, including meeting my partner for 40 years.
One ? well I guess living abroad and later traveling quite regularly.
My granddaughter
children

Q29 COMMENTS:
I was book editor in NYC
Begining as an elementary school teacher (primary grades), I continued as an educator. Most recent work was
in family support as an Infant Specialist, helping mothers/caregivers, fathers connect with others in a similar life
stage, getting questions answered, linking for friendships
I started out my working life as a reference librarian, then transferred to historic preservation which has been my
work and joy for 35 years.
twenty-plus years as a K-8 art teacher twenty-plus years teaching pottery to adults I maintained a studio at the
Torpedo Factory art Center from 1989 until Covid Closed my studio; I then reopened in another studio
Went from the Chamber of Commerce to development director of the Art Museum
I started out as a research scientist in engineering and working on the electron microscope. at U of I I taught
physics at U W Whitewater for a year & then went back to research in Scotland After having children I worked at
the high school level tutoring Math & Science students
As a female in the Computer Industry, I've experienced bizarre incidences of discrimination, but I with humor
turned the tables on my discriminators. I've also leveraged that into some interesting business travel. I also
continued my education by taking all training that was offered to me. I was present near the creation of that
industry and saw it turn into a utility. What a ride.

Teaching always drew me, both because of great teachers and mentors I was fortunate to have and and the
wonderful things I learned from them, and because I loved working with students who were motivated and
capable but who needed mentoring. Also, it meant that I got to keep on indulging my love of literature.
Started my working career as a journalist. First job after graduation with publishing company in NYC. Moved to
CA within the year and worked in economics department of major bank writing a publication entitled The Small
Business Reporter. Moved out of the city to college town. Had 2 sons. Remained at home until they were both in
high school. Went back to a local junior college to study for a travel career. For the last 40 years I have worked
in several travel agencies as a travel agent. Naturally I traveled as much as possible. Necessary for on the spot
research. The more I traveled, the better I was at selling travel. What fun! One of my agencies was part of the
Carlson Travel Network, founded by the family of a Smith friend from Gillette House. She went on to become
CEO of this huge travel company.
After getting a PhD at UCLA, wtarted out teaching African languages/linguistics, didn't get tenure after 7 years,
switched to Aboriginal languages in tropical Australia, returned to the US and got a computer science degree,
did both programming and lexicon development in the tech field.
Divorce threw me into working mode, without time to specialize. I took what was available that was as
interesting as possible.
-In my teens, I worked as a nurse's aide in the local hospital near home, and loved it. I started college wanting to
become a nurse, but found history and art history fascinating, so I majored in those fields. -My first real job was
secretarial in nature working for a large brokerage company in Washington, DC and I discovered business to be
fascinating. While working at the brokerage company I had the opportunity to work in New York, London and
Zurich, also. That was fun and educational. -For a year, I worked on Capitol Hill writing letters for a Member of
the House of Representatives. -After starting a family and moving to the suburbs, I worked for 17 years for a
lawyer as his legal assistant in a one man law office and found that to be fascinating, too, so I've had a varied
career but have learned a lot.
I earned an MSW and loved working in various settings as a Social Worker
My work has always been designed to fit around my husband's academic schedule
I started out in the Foreign Service. I had to quit when I got married...unbelivable! I later joined Voice of America
as a radio journalists ( reporter and editor) I retired from VOA and taught English as a Seocnd Language in New
York
I worked as a Psychiatric Social Worker and underwent Psychoanalysis as part of training. It was fascinating.
Then I was in Private Practice which I also loved
Wanted to be teacher since first grade.
I feel so fortunate to have worked in a field that I love, and one that suited my personality with a lovely
combination of private research and interaction with people.
I've had three very different careers. The first after college paid well, but didn't like it. The next 2 were accidental
but I really enjoyed and ended up with my own company.
Initially, I was in publishing (open to women) but then after business school I went into banking and eventually
turned toward my real passion (international affairs) through international banking in London and on the
Continent
I am an initiator not an administrator- ADD, bore easily and have been fortunate to like every job I have had,
even stayed in one job a year too long.

Technology and developing systems for the back office of banks was my entire career.
My area of interest chose me. I believe that it is possible for normal humans to understand what is going on
around them if it can be presented clearly. I fell into the science museum world and never left it. A lot of my
ventures into early childhood education depend on that same belief. So most of my best efforts weren't paid.
And were very fulfilling.
Starting out I reinvented myself frequently until developing an interest in behavior health. Went to graduate
school and worked as a psychotherapist in the same hospital for over 35 years.
I blended paid work with volunteering, depending on my stage in life and family demands
I don't know if I knew what was really possible when I graduated from college. Along with a masters and PhD
and variety of different jobs mainly in the education and health care world I had increased opportunities to learn,
grow and ultimately be able to move between both the not for profit and profit sector professionally for the rest of
my work life. There's a concept called a coherent biography which I think applies to many women and certainly
did for me. I made many of the changes from position to position without a clear plan in mind. However when I
look back upon my résumé it actually makes perfect sense. I can see skills developing, and in retrospect, I feel
truly blessed to have enjoyed my career
I loved being at home care physical therapist
New York banking, started company with my husband, personal assistant to elderly family for many years.
I have a PhD in Spanish literature and was a professor at the State University at New York. I enjoyed teaching
and reasearch and writing for most of my life. No regrets.
I started out as a teacher but then fell in love with clay .I found My Smith experience as a science major was
was very helpful in understanding the technical apects of art.
Was a teacher ( almost every level) and then became a farmer
Working in Residential Real Estate, for 43 years
I majored in Zoology at Smith, hoping to be a veterinarian. But after many twists and turns, I went to law school,
became a Juvenile Court Judge and eventually the Chief Justice of that court in my state. After retirement, I
went back to Tufts Vet School and received a MS in Animals and Public Policy and am now teaching Animal Law
at the vet school.....it is like a third career !
I change my mind all the time...as I did at Smith where I explored different areas, majored (honoured) junior year
in history, then switched to English honours as a senior. Went to grad school (English), then quit and went to
work in publishing. Was NOT going to be an English teacher. Definitely. Worked in publishing, then did free
lance work when I started a family, writing, editing, doing PR. I found free lancing hard to do with small children,
getting the child care I needed at the specific (and irregular) hours that I needed it. So I succumbed and became
a teacher, with regular hours and summers off, working at a small private school where I was allowed lots of
freedom to develop my own curriculum and where I fell in love with teaching. This was supposed to be a
temporary job, but I ended up spending the rest of my career there. It was a narrow little world in some ways but
one in which I ended up finding many different paths and trying out many different things. I taught English and
then some history classes, then invented a Humanities curriculum with these integrated along with music and art
and science; having last appeared on stage at the age of 12, I ended up running drama programmes, directing
and producing play after play; having applied to exactly one college, Smith, and only realising the folly of this
after coming as a freshman to discover that everyone else had a long list of other colleges to which they had
applied and were accepted, I took over college guidance and learned about it as I went along; I advised a workstudy summer programme for teenagers interested in medicine at the local institution for the developmentally
disabled and ended up spearheading the school’s volunteer programme at that institution and then, after
disinstitutionalisation, at other local agencies and schools for the disabled; I ended up getting kicked upstairs

into administration, learned the nightmare job of scheduling an academic year and all the classes and kids that
had to fit in to it, worked as academic dean with teachers from PreK through high school, once again learning as
I went along since early childhood education was far from anything I knew anything about...and on and on.
When I finally retired, I was lured back to do part time advising and to write the history of the school, something I
was finally qualified to do.
I identify myself as a writer/editor. I worked in the Interior Design field for many years. Was an Editor at Interiors
Magazine. Left and wrote 3 books about interior design. My most significant one was "What Do You Say to a
Naked Room?" I taught interior design, was a spokesperson on radio and TV for various products. Finally, I had
had enough. I turned to volunteer work, ran the Sustainer Program at the New York Junior League. Then got
involved with The City Gardens Club of New York City whose mission is to green and beautify New York in all its
boroughs, especially in underserved neighborhoods. I am the immediate Past President of that organization and
was instrumental in planning and executing our Centennial Celebration and giving a significant gift to NYC to
restore and beautify Morningside Park in Harlem.
I'm a serial entrepreneur, starting a business and getting it running well for about 10 years then building another.
I've built 2 "businesses" and 3 non-profits.
All related to people and social issues and social work whether paid or unpaid. Affordable housing for low
income families in particular.
I put off going to law school until I was 50 years old and my youngest child began college. Then employed as a
lawyer and subsequently did volunteer work as a lawyer until I retired about 8 years ago. I started in the literary
world and then then became and historian and archivist until I could go to law school.
I have taught high school students art appreciation with field trips to NYC And I formed an adult discussion
group which lasted for 21years And I worked as a docent at the VMFA for 20 years
After Smith I went to work for IBM as a system engineer for 6+ years. Then worked for an environmental and
energy management consulting firm for 7 years. Then returned to IT for 20 years before retirement.
Real estate agent, real estate company manager, career counselor, corporate outplacement counselor,
executive search firm research manager It never felt right to be in the same role for more than about seven
years.
Marketing consultant to jeweler
I entered employment after my divorce and had a variety of jobs - from rental agent, executive assistant,
insurance clerk, to bank officer. I did find my writing and communication skills useful in all
When I retired from my professional career I was pulled into advocacy, as company director for arts and
overseas aid organisations, then founded a charity.
I taught 6-9th grades and then worked as a substitute as family grew. Later did paid work at a nature center.
Teaching literature and history. Focus on the Holocaust
Teaching was an open field for women back in the day. So I tried it out and liked it. I taught for several years,
and now I am a volunteer docent in the San Francisco Conservatory of Flowers.
I majored in art history at Smith and minored in English; I've worked in two art museums and at two publishers
and I still do freelance work in both fields. So let's say "areas" of interest.
I taught history and social studies for 37 years in high schools (full time) and at a community (part time).
I worked in the education field both as an High school English teacher and as a czollege librarian.

I am an art historian with a PhD. I worked in museums for many years as well as in auction houses and artist
foundations
First, I taught English. Second, I practiced law, focusing on family mediation and estate planning.
When I became an empty nester, I became a realtor. I learned an awful lot, about real estate and especially
about people, as well as myself.
I worked at a school and stay in touch with the people I worked with and some of the students who are not
adults.
Loved teaching history. Made fund development into a teachingg business.
When my husband made a career change, I thought it a good time for me to teach but first get an MA in Lit. Got
the degree at local UC San Diego and was asked to stay on as an administrator. Which did, managing
interdisciplinary programs at one of its (then) 5 undergrad colleges. Loved the work, the colleagues, the
opportunities to provide help for students at the same time our own daughters were in college and grad school.
one path, many iterations: service to women work and peace on earth
I happened into labor organizing and stayed with it
I worked for the same organization for my entire career of almost 40 years, but changed jobs within the
organization about 7 times to learn new things and have new experiences, including travel to new countries.
I majored in Art History at Smith and worked and volunteered at the Toledo Museum, Toledo, Ohio. I became
interested in what was happening to architecture and downtowns and turned to Historic Preservation. With
others this led to Historic Districts and restoration in NW Ohio. Later I became interested in conservation issues
by working on the banning of styrofoam and toxic pesticides. The planting of meadow of wildflowers instead of
acres of manicured green lawn in rural Maryland has led to the importance of protecting bees and their habitats.
70% of fruit and vegetables around the world is dependent on pollination by bees. Right now the use of toxic
pesticides is a concern in Maryland and elsewhere.
Actually my "area of interest" chose me - executive recruiting for the nonprofit sector
I started out with MA in Education and began as a teacher in public schools in NYC and chose to work in
disadvantaged areas Then began Ph.D for Reading ...switched to Psychologsy with pos doctoral course then
got PH.D in Psychology But as part of doctoral work chanced on a special ed school in the city ,Gateway ,run by
a pioneer in field of learning disabilities and got hooked I became Dir of that school for 25 years and saw major
strides in our understanding of what learning differences are ...when I retired I became a educational consultant
helping families mostly whose children have some learning / attention / behavioral/ autistic difficulties find
schools that are right for them. Have enjoyed it all and still find it fulfilling
Journalism and Writing.
I moved from journalism to the arts, writing being the constant
Began in retailing, Bloomingdales Exec. Training squad, then Macy’s. Had 2kids. Went back to school to get a
teaching degree, then a Masters. 25 years teaching social studies
After graduation from Smith, I was lucky enough to get into the foreign service - not State Dept., but USIS (US
Information Service). They sent me to Beirut, Lebanon, and then to Dhaka, East Pakistan (now Bangladesh). I
decided after that second posting that I wanted to learn more about that part of the world, so I applied to grad
school in South Asian Studies at the U. of Pennsylvania. Ultimately, I didn't go back to work for the government,
but finished my PhD. and went into academia. I was offered a one year gig in the history dept.at the University of

Texas in Austin in 1972, which turned into a tenure track job, and I ended up staying in Austin for my entire
teaching career - with time off for research leaves to India, Pakistan, and the UK, and some guest teaching
visits. I was part of a group of women historians around the country who began to teach courses dealing with
women in South Asian history. This group is now a multitude.
My career evolved from teaching physics labs at Wellesley College to tech consulting and management. After
retiring, I had a part-time position teaching math at a community college in the fall for 10 years.
As a magazine editor, I worked with many publications and different kinds f content, but my responsibilities were
generally the same.
None of the above explains what I might answer. I have had a variety of job experiences. The ones which were
most important to me were those which connected me to other people in a personal way. One to one or in a
classroom.
I didn't know real estate would be my choice of a job, but have totally enjoyed it both from the wonderful people
one works with, but also feeling you are in charge of your own work schedule and earnings.
went to Smith expecting to become a social scientist but early on I found that I was better at basic science than
social science. I then wanted to be a Dr but was talked out of it by my advisor so went to graduate school in
Biochemistry. After getting my Ph.D., I did research but realized that applications of my basic research would
probably not happen in my lifetime and I wanted to help people now. So, I became a Marketing Engineer at HP
and evolved into computers. I did that in many capacities for a long time, the best of which was doing usability
engineering. I became a middle manager at HP and a couple more high tech companies in the SF Bay Area and
finally got tired of fighting in a man's world where my type of skills were not the way to get accepted for who I
am. I finally worked managing the front office of a physician's office where I again had direct people contact and
enjoyed that until I retired. During all of my career, I participated in sports and music at some level. I have
continued to enjoy listening to music and singing and often wonder if I should have pursued music when I was
younger. My Music Appreciation instructor at Smith asked me about this and my response was that I'd rather
enjoy it than work at it. Perhaps that was a mistake???f
I was a community volunteer, an ambassador’s wife, PTA volunteer, school board member, church and
community board member and ultimately, the executive director of a regional school boards association working
with 380 board members in 55 school districts.
I switched from non-profit foundation work to get an MBA in finance and for next 30 years worked as a finance
executive.
I studied International Economics at Smith then , joined a family business and as CEO opened China
Singapore,Korea and India and negotiated a partnership with a French company,and another with a Swedish
company. It was exhilarating.
I was a zoology major at Smith and was recruited to work at Rockefeller Institute in the cell biology department. I
was an electron microscopy technician working for Dr. George Palade (when at Smith, RNA was called Palade
particles - yes that's him). I loved working there doing the specimen preparation as well as darkroom work and
sending out his reprints. I stopped working when my first child was born but when my two kids were 10 and 8, I
returned to a university extension program to study landscape architecture. I worked for others in the field for 11
years before starting my own business and retired after another 11 years.
I just finished writing this when it vanished: hung up my shingle from my home with 2 small children and then
invited to share an office with 3 other experienced lawyers and a secretary. I was invited to take a case by the
head of the local democratic party that no sentient lawyer would take to establish the rights of an autistic child
for public educational suitable for his needs. I took the case, eventually after exhausting all the administrative
remedies brought an action in Federal Court (I had never been in a court as a lawyer before) and won a case of
first impression establishing his rights under summary judgment. At the same time I was doing work for Intel as a
contract lawyer and the lure of a salary without working on a contingency basis with health insurance and some

stock options decided me out of private practice and into the corporate world. If I had been independently
wealthy and not in need of real income, not sure whether I would have gone the social justice route. I didn't.
I didn’t really “choose” the area, but took the first best opportunity and then stuck with it.
None of the above apply. My first career was as a teacher of seventh and eighth grade English and Social
Studies. I stopped teaching when our children were born and when they were in middle school went back to
work at Golf Digest Magazine where I worked for 27 years.
I started out as a documentary film producer for PBS and local TV stations, then ran a Congressional office, and
went to law school, clerked for a state Sup Court justice and worked for Legal Aid.
I studied Architecture History and Geology at Smith.. My paid work and volunteer work was mostly related to
those interests,with side trips in archeology and fund-raising for hospitals.
I taught Spanish and developed a Latin American Studies Course. I taught Spanish for 40 years and LA Studies
5 years.
In Smith I majored in pre-med and religion. I worked summers in hospitals (ORs) and decided to go to grad
school in religion--History of Christian Thought. After graduation, I did a MA in Christian theology at the Institute
for Medieval Studies, the University of Toronto, where I met my husband. We subsequently married in Boston
and the following year began studies at Yale in church history. Our son Michel was born 3 weeks after my
prelims and 5 weeks before we went to France for husband to do dissertation research. I never completed my
dissertation. Returning to US a year later, we taught at Wilberforce University and then at Wells College. When
he did not attain tenure, he had a breakdown and disappeared. At that time I had 2 and 6 year old sons. I had
gained a MS in Information Studies at nearby Syracuse and went to work at Bristol Labs (part of Bristol Myers). I
soon moved into cancer clinical research and that became my life's work. After 10 years at Bristol, I moved to
MT with a new husband, worked remotely for a while, then became Regulatory and Clinical Director at a small
biotech in MT. I subsequently moved to Seattle and continued as Regulatory Director and Clinical Manager for 2
other biotech companies. I became a clinical research consultant in 1991, moved back to MT, and worked full
time until 2005, finally retiring fully in 2015. At Smith I knew nothing about drug development and clinical
research and expected to spend my life working in a university setting. But my pre-med studies and summer
hospital work were invaluable in my work in drug development and clinical research.
I majored in Zoology at Smith and wanted to be a veterinarian. But I got married after my junior year, finished at
Smith and moved to an area where there was no veterinary school, so I went to law school instead Became a
juvenile court judge and ultimately the Chief Justice of that department in my state
I moved from writing published short stories & novels to painting big abstract canvas. Less profitable but more
fun.
My catering business was the most satisfying- far more than retail and fashion right after college
have worked only briefly computer programmer - museum -alumnae office private school
I got my MSW from Smith, starting right away after graduation and even though I really didn’t understand what
social workers did. It turned out to be a perfect fit for me. I worked in the field until two years ago. I loved what I
did but once I retired didn’t miss it. It was time.
After working in the international field for 10 years, I became a trained classical singer which was eventually my
profession. Later, I spent 5 years as a fundraiser for an orchestra.
I have had careers in publishing, cookbook writing, and interior design.
No full-time employment - volunteer experiences

Q30 COMMENTS:
Fatigue limits my ability to volunteer
For the past 4 1/2 years, I have been deeply involved in my church. I would never have imagined that since I
had not been connected with a Christian group since Christian Association at Smith. I discovered the church the
Sunday after Trump was elected and I was heartbroken and scared for our country.
A am a trustee of a summer chapel and I choose the visiting ministers each year, as head of the Worship
Committee. I work with the ministers on their liturgy and proofread all bulletins and materials.
As a volunteer for the Judy Chicago exhibit in Chicago in 1982, I studied, worked at the site in Chicago, and
gave talks on a bus tour, a slide show at the Highland Park Library, and in a private home. As the wife of man
who worked 24/7 I was not comfortable leaving school age children to the travel required for her next project. It
was "a path not taken," paraphrasing of Robert Frost...
-Served on the Public Art Committee -Chaired Art on the Waterfront Committee, which drafted a report that was
included in the Small Area Plan for the City of Alexandria,Va. -Served for two terms on the Alexandria
Commission for the Arts -Served on the Waterfront Commission representing the Commission for the Arts ly
working on a committee that is creating walking trails on the Alexandria Waterfront, a project connecting art and
history. Now we are working on the "African American Heritage Trail."
Especially interested in environmental issues, civil right and politics.
Support for Symphony and historic choral weekend
Lots of volunteer work: PTA, etc

My years as a volunteer were some of the richest times of my life. I volunteered during the Civil Rights
Movement, protested against the was in Vietnam, worked in the Women's Movement, and was part of the fight
against the AIDS epidemic.
I volunteered as a math science tutor before I was hired full time
After retiring from college teaching, I found myself volunteering in the classroom of a second grade teacher in
my neighborhood. The students were predominantly low income and non-white. The teacher is the best teacher
I have ever seen in action. She let me develop my own projects, which usually supported the things she was
teaching but at the same time let me indulge my fondness for art and acting. I am very eager to get back into the
classroom, once that is possible.
Starting when I was 61, Palestinian activism.
I have been a successful fund-raiser for several different organizations. I have been president of some of those
organizations.
- When my daughter started school, I became a Girl Scout leader and that led to my becoming the Coordinator
for all the troops in our town. - worked with the Youth Committee in our church planning activities for sixth
graders through senior high. - worked with the fund raising arm of the church we belong to and planned fund
raising events; - cooked and served meals for the homeless; - became a trustee of our 200 year old church
cemetery and learned all about the history, the maintenance and plot sales. - became Membership Chair for
College Club raising money for women for college scholarships.
In my career I stayed within an area of interest but as a volunteer I enjoyed branching out to various causes.
I have been a volunteer ESL teacher for over 20 years
Volunteer experience mostly in Conservation related efforts
While living in the US I've twice edited community newsletter and tried to keep up with community affairs. Since
my niece died in 1999 I've been most involved with gun violence prevention. It's been a long and mostly
frustrating experience and I've almost dropped out But there is a law in Arizona named after my niece:
Shannon's Law which makes it a felony to shoot a gun in the air in urban areas.This law combined with publicity
campaigns and police work has reduced the problem in AZ. While living there, I had to defend it from a
legislative attack that would have destroyed it.
I volunteered at my former place of work for 8 years.
I bake cookies for charity. I want to help make the decisions.
I have been primarily interested in education
School Committee member in my town Town meeting member PTA president Worked with local candidates for
election Chaperone on field trips with our children's school Town committees
I have had a wonderfully diverse career, including now which is a 40% full time job. Empowering people is a
baseline need of mine!
I love volunteering and have been a member of the Junior League since I was 21. I also enjoy being on the
boards of non-profit organizations.
Varied experiences: Guide at LA Zoo School volunteer in class rooms Lacrosse coach (college level) and at
sports camp Girl Scouting (leader up to council president) decades as a thrift shop volunteer (and chairman of
the Board) On boards of child welfare organizations

I have always been interested in "giving back " I have found I'm more interested in being engaged on the board
level of not-for-profit organizations as opposed to marching in the street. However my focus has always been on
social justice organizations. I've been honored to serve on more than seven boards, and work with others in the
area of fund raising and development to provide the necessary resources to make a difference
I taught preschool swimming. Now I spend time with a long time 90 year old friend and we enjoy jigsaw puzzles
I started out as a volunteer Advocate for CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates), meeting with and helping
children who had been removed from their homes because of abuse and neglect. I then became a Board
member of CASA, and now am on its Advisory Board.
Supported music and various charities.
Environmental issues and Social issues
started out in my early adult life volunteering for the South Street Seaport, doing PR for them for a year or so,
and helping out at the headquarters. At the same time I was active in political movements and in the opposition
to the Vietnam War. I was part of the support squad for the kids sitting in the Columbia University sit-in, bringing
food to them and handing the food up from the sidewalks to the protesters reaching out of the windows of
Hamilton Hall. Once I started teaching, my volunteer work was mostly related to the volunteer work I was
involved with at school. Now I am active in a synagogue, running adult education programmes and working on
several committees on other aspect of the business. I am also involved in several music groups and work to
keep them going, and with a local sustainability group.
It was interior design. Now I am interested in providing gardens and green spaces for the health and enjoyment
of New Yorkers.
I built 3 very different non-profits
With the exception of my first professional social work jobs almost all my work has been unpaid both here and
abroad. The content has always been working with or for less advantaged people. Handicapped children in
Russia, affordable housing in Washington
I've done volunteers work in multiple areas - in law, in child welfare, and in environmental issues relating to our
home in the Berkshires (Massachusetts). I was just recently invited to join a committee supporting a medical
center archives.
I was involved in the environmental movement of the 1970s and 1980s. I served on the board of the most active
environmental non-profit for 15 years. I have also been active in my church ad a number of other agencies.
The consistent theme is that I've moved into a leadership role in every volunteer situation. My strengths are in
seeing the big picture and problem solving
Varied boards - film, hospital cancer board, city office of promotion and the arts, Board of Islamic, Christian and
Jewish Studies Institute. Usually in a marketing capacity
My volunteer interests have usually involved the arts
See above.
Leadership roles as a volunteer have been very meaningful to me throughout my life.
For many years, I did not do volunteer work except for Smith Club at various times. I considered volunteer work
for the privileged. For the past 13 years, I have focused on gambling addiction awareness.

My church keeps me busy with volunteer work. I have sat on a few nonprofit boards (though I vastly prefer
committee work) Also, I've been a docent for many years at a couple of different horticultural places.
i have volunteered serving as an officer of an art museum/historical society, a nonprofit to replant oysters in
Long Island Sound, a local civic association, the vestry of a local church, and as editor/reporter for the
community newspaper. Spreading myself thin!.
I did some tutoring after I retired. I also served as an officer in various positions at my synagogue.
I was very active in a Medical Society Auxiliary. I served in many offices including president. I also did much
volunteer work for my childrens’ schools.
have spent much time on women's rights issues and palestinian rights issues.
Church, PBS local station, NPR local station, children's school activities
Community development through several non profits.
All along I've volunteered to help people through church and community opportunities.
Steadily, Hospice. The under of service to support peace of mind, body ,spirit
Now I'm doing volunteer labor organizing remotely of essential workers, finding my collaborators all to be 20somethings the age of my grandkids.
Have had varied experiences starting with being a pregnancy advisor in the 70s. Board member of my
apartment building, board of gun violence prevention organization, Smith college class officer, work at
organization for the homeless, volunteer repairing houses in Mississippi after Hurricane Katrina, demonstrations
for women's rights and CHOICE. My work was very time consuming, leaving not a lot of time for volunteering
during that time.
The Amateur Gardeners Club, the Howard County Bird Club, and the Maryland Ornithological Society along with
the League of Women Voters have especially kindled my conservation interests. The national funding for the
maintenance and protection of parks is critical today for all Americans. Recent experts in Climate Change issues
point to the importance of trees and tree canopies .
My professional work was my main nonprofit interest; but I've been on various boards - YWCAs, YMCA's,
settlement houses and choral groups
Worked with the Homeless. Invented a Baking program at a shelter and involved my teenage granddaughter for
a period of 10 years. Political activism in my community.
I've stayed in the arts, visual, music, architecture, and now literary (Library trustee)
I haven't done much volunteer work.
I've been active in my sons' and other schools, a skating club, a survival center, community media, an
international tech group, mentored a high school immigrant thru college application, etc.
How do you categorize being secretary then president of a small, self-managed coop? Otherwise, most
volunteer wrk with the High Line,
I got involved with immigrant rights groups through being part of a Committee offering help to asylum seekers. It
broaden my awareness of the need for immigration reforms, and the courage of asylum seekers.
Conservation efforts are very important to me, and I have served on several boards with that focus.

Not sure if that's the right choice. My volunteer activities have ranged from church and community choirs, work
camps in Philadelphia and Europe, United Way campaign management at HP, church management (Vestry,
finance), HP retiree club board, local olympics volunteering, senior living community resident management,
senior living community Director (Board of Directors), facility management, welcoming committee
management....
Once we moved outside of NYC, I focused on education.
My two major volunteer activities caught me unawares, and I have never regretted my commitment to either of
them. When I discovered my six-year-old neighbor hadn't learned to read in first grade, I took him under my
wing, teaching him to read and helping him with his homework every day after school for ten years. Now 18, he
still asks me for the advice his parents are unable to give him. I feel I saved him from delinquency. Many years
ago some older men in my apartment building asked me to accept the presidency of our condo association. Now
I think it's time to retire, but no one will agree to replace me!
Until I had to retire from work due to health, I had no time for volunteeer work as single mom with son to support.
In retirement I have become quite active, going on the board of a foundation supporting research and education
in this disease and leading a support group with a similar disease.
I focused time and energy on organizing the fight against Human Trafikking
Years ago when my kids were little, I volunteered for Head Start for a while. Then I helped out in the girls'
classrooms and was active in the local Smith club serving on the board. I was a Brownie/Girl Scout leader for six
years. I helped out with a project to supply housing for the homeless led by a local activist. Since I've been
retired I have served on the board of the local Historical Society and been a docent there. I volunteered for 8
years for Loaves and Fishes and served for three years on my church vestry. I taught a young woman from
Belize to read.
Red Cross Board after Katrina; ACLU affiliate board (best experience ... couldn't stay on ...), HRW's
Committees, but the most interesting was working on the Greater Good International Board where we raise
money to educate illiterate Haitian children who are 8-11 years old; we have had 100% pass rate to get them
into middle school and fund their middle school entry fees and now high school fees. These children we hope
will make a difference in Haiti with their ability to reason, read and write. They learn in Creole and then we move
them into French which is the language of the examinations. In 3 years.. . Now working as well on voting rights
through a non profit I founded.
I have been able to combine my experience in education, love of literature and desire to help the under-served
in what I do.
Almost 50 years ago, we started a Children's Museum, the first in Colorado.. Since then, my focus has been on
improving educational outcomes for low income families, including setting up a summer literacy program for
struggling elementary readers and more recently starting an expeditionary learning charter school in the central
business district. Now, I'm working on reducing the #s of homeless students in the public schools with the
expectation that will at least partially eliminate the achievement gap for those students.
No opportunity to do volunteer work until I partially retired in 2005. In St. George (winters), I am/ have been a
hospital volunteer, especially in the Cancer Center, a trail steward for the local Snow Canyon State Park, a
member of the board of my HOA, and am ly the chair of the executive committee of a local philanthropy group
(The Three Corners Women's Giving Circle) which funds grants to local projects to help women and girls.
As an artist and teacher of same there have been many different areas for volunteer work, paid work as well. I
enjoyed both and continue to volunteer at the Steamboat Art Museum, Steamboat Springs, CO.
junior league, garden clubs, homeless network, golf committee, Smith club and Smith class jobs

Q31 COMMENTS:
Lots of prejudice against women after I graduated.
It was a generational thing.
Being a historic preservation consultant in private practice (my own) I have worked primarily with male
architects, planners, developers, building owners, and contractors, and never felt I was not being heard. They
rehired me often because they said I was collegial to work with to solve problems.
Early job in NYC
When I went into law there were very few women. Now they are over half of law school students.
Merit will be rewarded. Helps too to have connections. Brains most importantt.
Most of my career was spent as a school librarian although I also worked in a public library. Part of my decision
to work in a school was because I had the same work hours as my child's school hours. It made it easier to
combine career and child rearing.
While looking for my first job with a masters in physics I was told I would be hired at the pay level of a man with
a bachelors degree because I would marry and stop working
See question 29. By keeping under the radar I could advance myself by stealth.

I think most of us would agree that our sense of what women could and should do was a lot narrower in 1961
than it is now. Probably many of us have been lucky enough to move beyond the limits we grew up with, and I
feel that I have done that. What I would have done in my life had I delayed marriage and motherhood, I'm not
sure.
Far fewer opportunities for grants and jobs when I was finishing my degree, and an early choice not to pursue
medicine, where many doors were closed. However, I've found no difficulty in my field of academic editing.
I never felt limited because I was a woman.
I found that hard work and attention to detail makes a valuable employee and was lucky that all of the men I
worked for were gentlemen and didn't make sexual advances
I think being a social worker I was in a field with less discrimination and sexism than many.
I figured out early what I would need to do in order to succeed, and I did it.
Perhaps early on, but not recently
I have worked for two very intelligent, visionary, and charismatic women, which makes all the difference in the
world.
While my "work" has always been tied to my husband's academic schedule, assisting him with leading geology
field and research trips to all sorts of unusual places in the world, has lead to a rich, vibrant, and amazing life. I
have been places and done things that most women have never done - and that is pretty cool..... opening the
way for others to follow.
As mentioned above I had to leave the foreign service when I got married. Other than that I don't think I've
suffered too much for being a woman in my work and volunteer activities. I do however think that some of the
men who helped me with my nephews in Phoenix didn't take my views very seriously, partly because I'm a
woman, partly because of age.
I have been sick-- am still sick-- not sure how to save this and am exhausted filling this out so will try to finish
this as quickly as possible.
I am old enough to know that is true, but I think it did not affect my career.
Discriminated against as trailing faculty spouse when followed hustand with tenure track job to University of
Illinois in 1965 a university with nepotism laws then.
I've never been in a corporation and in my fields women were treated equally.
It was at times an advantage in the context of essentially being a disadvantage I was, in fact, a generation too
early with very few role models, but then there is the satisfaction when i hear that I was a role model for many
younger women
Of course, the culture has made it so. There has been some progress, but WAY to little and slow!
I worked in IT in Switzerland, Luxembourg and London. In Switzerland, I was usually the only woman on the
team..
I got to be head of nearly everything I was involved in. Maybe I never suffered problems because I was never
anything but a volunteer, and didn't have to work for anybody else to do what I wanted.
I wanted to be a doctor, but my father (a doctor) was vehemently against it.

During my years of employment I was most often the most senior women in organizations populated mainly by
men. During my professional life as a consultant my clients were usually men. Finding women consultants
working with senior levels of organizations was not as common in the 80s and 90s. It's a bit better now. As
women have Increased their numbers in professional fields such as medicine and law and the business world I
found it more likely to find more senior women in organizations and also to see the networks developed that help
refer women for engagements and mentor women that would make referrals possible we are increasingly made
up of women. Additionally, in the last decades of the 20th century men increasingly became more comfortable
hiring, mentoring, promoting, and working with women
I applied and was accepted at a Law School when I was 46 years old and then deferred for a year so my
youngest would then be in college. During that deferred year, a lawyer friend talked me out of becoming a
lawyer, warning me that not only would I be discriminated against as a new female lawyer in her fifties, but if I
made a "beginner" mistake I would not be cut any slack because, given my age, people wouldn't realize that I
was fresh out of law school and still learning.
Absolutely, at least years ago when I had to ask for a promotion or a raise in order to get one!
I dealt with it and did ok.
I think I did not experience gender bias UNTIL I became a judge, but as I advanced in the field, I was often
underestimated, which I rather liked, as I got a lot more accomplished that way !!
I know my pay was affected by my being a woman, both in publishing and in academia. I was fortunate to be in
an academic environment where my work was valued and my accomplishments recognised and where I was
able to do the work I wanted to on my own terms.
When I went to college, I was not wired to think about a career or supporting myself. When I wanted to go to
graduate school, my mother insisted that I go to Katie Gibbs.
I was one of 3 women in my first totally male dominated career. Now close to half the field is women. I felt like
and was a pioneer.
Social work has long been a woman's field.
In my case, being the wife of a physician during his training, and establishing and building his medical practice,
left almost all home and child-raising matters to me, and in my case, being the family "administrator" as well. I'm
not sure for my generation that would be considered "discrimination." My husband was incredibly supportive
when I went to law school and for the years I worked in the legal profession, but we had already established our
respective 'family roles.'
When I joined IBM, I did a man's job for a woman's pay. $600/month vs. $400/month.
In the volunteer world my gender was more a positive that a negative although when I became president of my
Rotary club, and of our senior college, several of the "our age" men seemed miffed at my assertive stye. Careerwise, both my professions (real estate and career counseling/consulting) were filled with successful women.
Only in one position where I served n a male and female staff did I notice the amazing ways that men could
control meetings and ignore female contributions to the conversation.
My advancement in employment was unfortunately affected.
At one job I was told I got paid less than a less-qualified male teacher "because he had a family to take care of".
I moved often as my first husband changed jobs so I had to start over in a new school/university many times. I
was only tenured once in the 1980s when I had been at the school five years. I was the first chair of the
Women's Studies Program at Fordham University.

There seemed to be 3 "acceptable" fields open to us when we graduated: nursing, secretary, teaching. I didn't
particularly want to go into one of the male"professions" (medicine, law) and I didn't think I was smart enough to
be a college professor. Fields I regret not wading into are: earth sciences and social work (quite far apart!)
Publishing and museum work have evolved over the years; they have always welcomed women and now
women are running big organizations in those areas. I never felt myself constrained by being a woman.
Yes, because I went into a field that was predominately a female work area back then! I really wanted to go to
law school but was discouraged from doing so opted for security, and a job which would jibe with marriage and
children.
I think if being a woman affected my career, it was more my fault for wanting a husband and family more than
moving up the ladder in a career
The restrictions made me work harder for equity
Real estate is one career that includes lots of women, maybe more than men. Throughout my life I have been
well treated by men, but I wasn't in a position to be otherwise.
hate the glass ceiling - I was more skilled than most lawyers I worked with but was never really fairly
compensated.
Mostly positive, but I worked for and with a lot of women in the non profit world
Our culture's evolution of women's career opportunities has been powerful, critically important, and longdelayed, of course! But my own experience wasn't as affected as e.g. my daughter's in becoming a psychologist.
Or my many women relatives/friends who've established careers as attorneys, MDs, political, management
leaders, et al.
Not too subtle, I would say.
In the beginning of my career, women were not in certain jobs in my agency, but that changed early on. Now
they are in prominent positions worldwide.
because of field I have been in
especially early on when the discrepancy in pay was remarkable. However being a woman has also opened
doors for me, in some cases it's been an advantage as I'm not seen initially as threatening to the men in the
room
Made less at Bloomingdales my principal really wanted a male teacher
I was certainly at a disadvantage in the salary line-up, only catching up later in life when the university started
paying attention to gender pay inequity.
Mainly because I chose part-time work to have time for my family when our sons were young.
Both in the sense of always being considered for the No. 2 job, not the No. 1 job--but also in the sense that I
never saw myself in a No 1 job.
I never sought work which involved a hierarchy of positions.
It has affected my jobs, but I would say not so much my volunteer activities I was advised not to become a
physician I was told that you had to be better to be accepted to graduate school because women/girls got
married and had children and left I was never a member of the "old boys club" at high tech companies and
interestingly I found that working for women managers was harder it seemed because I was in competition with

them for success I was "ordered" by men managers to do a couple of things that I found intellectually or morally
inappropriate
It was because I was a woman, and therefore presumably a peacemaker, that I was chosen to preside my
condo association. The men had proved to be too quarrelsome. After I was elected the quarrels stopped for
good.
Sure--I was one of first women in a large multinational to reach my managerial level.
Through my career, i was recruited as the token woman and had to find my way to the nominating committee to
add more female voices. I have had speaking opportunities through the years often on panels where again, my
expertise and experience qualified me but my gender for many years was the differentiator.
The worst person in my career was a woman who came into the Raytheon company I was working at and
decided she understood the needs better than anyone else and brought the company down. She had no idea
what the real strengths of the company were. I left when one of the directors went to another company and
brought me in as General Counsel of a division that needed help. I doubled my salary as a result and never
looked back. She hated women and manipulated the men around her. It was fascinating to watch her
manipulations.
I’d say my Smith education — as a woman — helped me get opportunities and advance in them.
Probably confined by the times and my own hesitance. I've always felt that women, who were determined no
matter what society and the norms of the dictated, have been able to achieve their goals.
Yes, because I didn’t have to work to support myself Yes, because I didn’t want to invest all of myself in a career.
When I first moved to Denver in 1966 and tried to find a job making documentaries, I was told the only jobs
available to me at the local TV stations were as a secretary. Also, when in 1972 I was offered a job running a
Congressional office in DC, my husband was told by his law firm that "it wouldn't look good on his resume to
follow his wife to Washington." So we didn't go. More recently, I don't think it's made any difference at all.
At the time I was at Yale, I experienced gender discrimination. As a senior manager in the biotech companies, I
have always been "the only woman in the room". During those years I hired and advanced qualified women. I
mentored several younger women, some of whom are now lifelong friends. As a strong woman, I must have
subtly challenged some men, but did not let it bother me. Not sure it has affected my volunteer work except for
the Women's Giving Circle.
The field of law did not have as many women in it when I went to law school and when I became a judge, there
were many fewer women I think I did not experience gender bias UNTIL I became a judge
Basically but then I'm not privy to the maneuvering behind the scenes. perhaps I'm naive.
What do you mean “other kinds of discrimination”? I think that being a woman made my careers more success,
not less. Your prejudice is showing!
my expectations were lowered
Simply because of the prevailing attitudes when I was young, that marriage and family were the appropriate
goals.

Q32 COMMENTS:
Being a WASP I have been unfairly privilged - with advantages which make be more sensitive to those facing
challenges because of racial , religious,sexual orientation or physical disabilities.
Once when I was in my teens, a man who was visiting us (a lawyer) said that a woman really couldn't handle the
work that he did. I was certain that he was WRONG, but had better manners than to get in a fight with him, and I
still remember it. It had no effect on me other than to make me think he was a fool who was full of himself, but I
remember it to this day.
Initially monetary discrimination in place of employment men being paid more for same job and given benefit
preferences. Changed as the country changed.
I never thought it was too important to discuss my sexual orientation as part of my work life. However I also
knew that in some of the environments that I worked in who I was would be quite controversial.
My children and grandchildren may. I encouraged them to be liberal but they are living the consequences.
Other than some clear incidents of anti-Semitism, most was manageable
white in a non-white community
Not that I am aware of; I am fortunate,.
n 1967, women in professional positions at IBM were fired when they were 6 months pregnant. But I could have
my job back if the baby was dead!

At the insurance firm the “women” had to use the rear door into the work space. I was assured that no woman
would ever become an agent there.
It was challenging teaching African-American Studies as a white woman.
Only by my House Mother at Smith; she was overtly anti-Jewish, and anti-foreigner and was nasty to me and to
the non-Americans in our house.
;yes but i'm white usa so I have unwittingly practiced more discrimination than I have endured.
Especially living in many other countries where being white is either loathed or worshipped. Extremely edifying
and often challenging - all worthwhile
I would say Ageism in the last few years of working; but, after all, I am 81!
One exception: when a facility I directed was having renovations, the man overseeing them thought his changes
of mind about some detail were great ideas and mine were because I couldn't make a decision.
I have been on the other side of racial discrimination - once I had a well qualified but not well-performing black
employee who interpreted my attempts at being sensitive to her health as an invasion of privacy. That situation
blew up in a way I couldn't have predicted and I'm still sure it was a result of the black employee's having
experienced discrimination throughout her life. I have a black son-in-law and he is an equal member of our
family and had from time to time helped us to understand the discrimination that continues to happen today.
I have benn marginalized on Boards and worked to build relationships with men of similar values and for support
for a point of view
Nothing blatant.
As antisemitism -- growing up in a small town in Massachusetts, as well as at Smith

Q33 COMMENTS:
I just retired at 81 from my own practice, so did not impose ageism on myself!
No, but I retired because my hearing was getting worse and I hadn't yet adopted hearing aids.
Only within myself
When I suggested I would stop working when I was 75, they asked me to stay on.
Perhaps because I retired earlier than most.
Irritating, but not surprising at my age.
Sure, sometimes I am simply not seen - invisible.
I've learned I have to make sure my ideas of heard both as a volunteer with younger women and as guardian to
my nephews. I attended a training that said ageism is the largest implicit bias in the US. I raised this once in a
zoom call led by a very young woman. She looked surprised but said "yes you're right! that happens to me all
the time because I look so young." And I realized I'd experienced this both when I was young and now!
Maybe self-inflicted. There is a certain mentality in finance that if you stay on too long, it is a sign of not having
earned enough to be able to move on...so you take your money and run (sort of)
Do not like being called "young lady" by store clerks!
Ageism is an issue. Luckily it hasn't affected me partly because I have invented most of my jobs!
No. I actually was the source of a suggestion to a good friend of mine - more or less the same age - where we
had traded back and forth the chairmanship of the investment committee of a nonprofit endowment - that we

ought to start bringing along some other people to take this over. We had traded in and out for 30 or so years so
that the other party could take a year off due to term limits.
Everything from being called honey and Dearie, having people tell me that "I look so young and couldn't possibly
be as old as I am," especially that comment of "how are we today young lady?" To the sense of haven't been
credible in my life except for some nanosecond in my mid-30s, To watching gray-haired men achieve huge
amounts of power whereas gray-haired women to coloring their hair and having face left to be seen as younger
and therefore more credible and probably more desirable.
Casual ageism but nothing in my career where I was able to continue working and was sought out throughout
my seventies before I pulled the plug and retired myself.
When people found out how old I was they stopped asking me to lead. I stopped telling my age.
To the contrary. But I am not job hunting either.
What is it?
Only lately and maybe it was motivated by kindness but I don't like to be made to feel that I need help if I don't. I
do not like being called "dear" by younger women, but maybe that could be cultural. I don't often feel invisible
but maybe that's because it is natural for me to be out there/noticed/assertive.
Actually I think I was treated very well working with student teachers and teaching Women and the Holocaust at
the University of Delaware.
After kids went to school, I felt it was hard to get back into working (Is that ageism?) But I didn't worry about it,
as my husband had a job that paid the bills.
Some of the younger people in my community think they know everything, but even my son can see value in
what I think! Keeps me gonig.
but it has not ruined my day.
My health is not as good as it used to be.
sure- especially my own
Seems older women are often not seen unless we make an effort.
See above
But I do wonder how much longer young parents will feel comfortable with me ...even with makeup and being
able to cover the gray !
Not really before I retired at 71. Invisibility after that.
Ageism suggests discrimination. I did not put myself in a position where my age would be a factor.
Because I am still able to participate in so many activities, I often hear from younger friends that they are
"amazed" by what I can still achieve. I feel extremely fortunate.
I'm sure I was let go from one of my jobs due to my being the oldest one on the staff in that capacity.
Told not to tell the President of the overall multinational corporation where I was general counsel of one of the
subsidiaries my age as he only wanted people younger than himself around him. A jerk.
Age is a state of mind. I still feel young even though calendar and mirror might say otherwise.

80 is not 40, and not 60 either
I have worked with art centers, museums , galleries and the like and never felt discriminated because of my age
until now, volunteering at the Steamboat Museum I feel that the executive director gives me short shrift - is it
because of my age or is it just that she's much younger and full of energy and has little spare time ? All the paid
staff are overworked and usually are in the arts......... Am I being over sensitive, picky or curmudgeonly ? I will
ponder this and may I add that part of the fun / value of the questionnaire is making us think and reevaluate and
maybe shift gears, healthy and helpful.
What is it?
I think at times I do but I don’t care.
Nothing new but moving slower, having to be careful physically and being deliberate mentally.
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Q38 COMMENTS:
i I think reaching 80 years of age is quite an achievement
It does make me feel more mortal, but I am active and healthy now so I focus on that. I did not want to be seen
as a really old lady! Since my hair has just begun to gray, people often thought I was younger than I was.
I did celebrate with a big dinner party in a restaurant including two Smith classmates.
Like the rest of life, it's what you make of it.
Gave myself a party!
The number 80 has such a final ring to it! Yet it also is just another birthday! My father and aunt both died at 79,
so I guessed I would as well, and yet here I am.
Having a gathering of family and friends made for a wonderful weekend birthday celebration.
Celebrated it! Feel lucky to be healthy and able to do the things I want like Skiing, kayaking, traveling, being with
friends and families. Watching my grandkids grow up and see what choices they make.
I feel older - for the first time. Body not as agile. I think I look at things differently.

I am thankful to have my husband alive, well, and with me. I have friends who are younger than I am who have
much worse health problems, so am thankful for mostly good health.
It was a milestone to celebrate, but I wish I were younger.
It is sort of a shock to think the number is 81
I was surprised that I had made it that far. My father died at 34, my mother at 75 while very ill and non compos
mentis. So many of my friends have died, mostly around age 72, that I can't understand why I'm still here,
especially since I have never really taken care of my health, unless you count not smoking or drinking.
We older women are so much more independent today than our mothers’ generation was.
Since my husband is 12 years older it seemed a non event.
Time now seems so very short.
I felt very grateful, proud and lucky to have made it to 80.
I turned 80 during the pandemic. In my 70's I didn't consider myself as " elderly" although I'd slowed down a bit
physically and needed a hip replacement. Suddenly I discovered I'd been elderly for 15 years!
My husband is 12 years older- a great example of aging gracefully
Only the good die young!
I did celebrate multiple times in multiple locations with family and friends throughout the year ending with
glorious family vacation in Costa Rico in December 2019. So a great year.
I don't advertise my age. Long ago a friend who was older said to me: "never announce your age to a younger
person. They won't think how well preserved you are, they will just remember how old you are." And I know that I
use to think 65,75, etc. was old. How a number affects the listener depends on how old they are.
Age is just a number, it's one's physical and mental age that's important. Too much is made of it.
Better than the alternative
Happy to be an 81-year-old who looks younger, thanks to good genes, and to be able, at my age, to push the
sled with 90 lbs on it at the gym.
My answer is because I am fortunate to have excellent physical and mental health, family who lived well (in both
senses of the word) in to their 90's even early 100's.
I am pretty proud of it. People guess that I am in my 60's. At my last annual check up, My doctor told me that my
body was much younger that my chronologically age.
My mother (also a Smith graduate) never stopped traveling with friends well into her nineties. She told me she
always contrived to be separated from the friends when going through passport checks, so nobody ever knew
exactly how old she was. She thought they might not want to go along with her if they knew. She was a fighter.
So far I haven't given a damn and neither has anybody else.
Glad to have made it. This past year and the constant talk of the virus vulnerability of the elderly and particularly
those over 80 certainly made me very aware of how old I am.
I didn't feel that old at all, so I couldn't believe that I had actually hit that mark.

One of the happiest years of my life was when I turned 80. However, the number is daunting and not a little
scary.
Too much left to do and I'm under threat,
It’s frightening how fast it all came
Like most of us, I didn’t feel much different at 80 than at other birthdays. Certainly there were physical
challenges, creaky joints, excess weight, aches and pains, some medical challenges. But nothing so serious
that I spent much time meditating about mortality. I was active professionally right up through the year I turned
80, only retiring for real the month before my birthday — and continuing to do some consulting work even then.
Plus continuing to work as a writer. So there wasn’t a big Turn-off Switch to mark the birthday. I continue to take
it one day at a time, cliche though that is.
I"m glad I made it to 80. Didn't expect to! My parents both died at age 67. My younger sister died at age 75. And
here I am, doing pretty well at 81.
Who me? I was shocked that that number was truly mine! Sorry that because of Covid, I couldn't have a helluva
celebration!
I did not want to make a big celebration. But the family did which I loved. I do not go around boasting that I am
over eighty but am proud that I had do much more physically than many of my contemporaries.
I don't feel 80 (nearly 82)!
I feel so much younger than I thought 80 year olds would feel
My family made a very big deal about. They all came and put on an extravaganza with presentations, skits and
wonderful tributes. It was like a memorial service while I was still alive! I didn't feel 80, whatever that was
supposed to feel like. My negative feeling was only in how others look at a person who is 80. I determined I
would change that image within my little circle in whatever way I could.
I loved when people expressed their surprise upon learning how old I was
After coloring my hair for years, I decided to go natural. It took several years and is lovely white but constantly
falling out!!
I never noticed being 70 plus, but the time went by quickly. 80 came too soon, and now I notice a difference.
No one wants to see their life and time with their family coming to an end. I'm too curious and want to know and
see the next chapters!
There is a certain freedom I now feel about my appearance, including clothes, make-up, etc. Few people really
look at a woman my age.
I am glad I made it this far.
I am aware that these years are apt to be hard on the body, and many of us won't make it to 90. My worries
were that my body would slowly fail me, and that I would lose friends. Both have happened to an extent.
Just want to stay healthy and to die in my sleep.
It does sound old
I couldn't believe that the earlier part of my life had gone by so quickly.

Although I am very active, I am physically less able. One does feel one’s age.
I'm lucky to be in fairly good shape. I'm starting to realize I won't be able to take all the trips I'd like to. Not
enough time left
The biggest thing is that I've now outlived my mother, grandmothers, many relatives, friends.
feeling' lucky
I am lucky to have had few major health issues, and though I am old, I don't feel it, yet. I don't hide my age, but it
isn't a big deal.
I always thought 80 was very old, but now that it's here, I find it's no big deal.
Feel very young for 80 for which I am grateful. On the other hand I now feel the end of my life is not very far
away and I have to think very seriously about how to spend the time remaining. There are many places I've
been that I'll never see again. Any things I've done I won't repeat. I think I need to have fun than I'm having now.
Of course, Covid is partly responsible for that.
I began to worry more about my health ......about future for me and my husband, ..worried if my daughter and
grandson would be ok once Im gone . ..as she is not fully settled but on her way
Aging is unavoidable. I think we as senior women should act as a model for welcoming it and enjoying it and not
worried about ageism and what other's think.
In a 55 and older Many are 80ish. We have aged together.
happy to be alive, so many really good friends have died, sad that they're gone, and that we have limited time
left in this glorious place!
it's hard to believe! Fortunately I don't feel much different from 10-15 years ago.
None of the above. It's the first age (I am now 80) which made me realize I am old. I still find it hard to believe.
Celebrated it with my husband and brother, who also turned 80, with our family and good friends. It was lovely,
and the last time to see many since COVID
I didn't want just a big birthday to let the world know I had turned 80. So my children asked what I would like,
and I responded "to ski at Alta for free", which is what I did with several of my wonderful offspring there to help
me celebrate!
It was OK for the first year, but the pandemic started just after my 81st birthday. Noe I feel much older! Itdoen't
help that my husband's health has failed.
I ended up celebrating the event in Chicago with my family. It was a glorious weekend.
Age doesn't matter so long so as you still feel healthy.
Never expected could live that long.
I certainly don't have a problem with people knowing how old I am and it doesn't bother me except when my
body wants to act its age. Most of the time I can't believe I am this old - in my head I'm not. And I do hate the
outward signs like crepey skin and sagging body parts. But in general I am fine with my age.
What I want to do is celebrate my 100th but only time will tell.

Glad to be alive
I felt qualified to be called “elderly” for the first time, and thought that being 80 sounded old. I don’t feel old,
though. My family gave me a fun, low-key party to celebrate.
Each passing year is a blessing...Just wish each year lasted longer at this point...
At age 54, I was diagnosed with breast cancer with a 50% chance of recovery. I doubted that I would reach 60.
And here I am , still learning to appreciate every day.
Now, I have more aches and pains, so life has gotten a little more difficult for both me and my husband.
Being 80 is better than not being 80.
The one does not exclude the other..........and so far so good. I think a lot depends on healthy aging and
optimism.
I don’t mind the age but I do mind being closer to death.
Hate growing old. Life is too good.
The only positive thing I can say is that it is preferable to turning 90, and has a definite advantage over death.
Once it arrived it was no big deal?
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Q51 COMMENTS:
It was Smith’s campus that sold me!
Smith's reputation as tops
It was and is an exceptionally good college.
I got a scholarship and my mother wanted me away from home-- See #50 above
It was my father's wish
Didn't want my cousin who was going to Vassar to outdo me. I really wanted to go to Wellesley but didn't get in.
Stupid reasons, I know, but I turned 17 just before I graduated from high school and was very immature. Was
still immature when I graduated. Wasn't really interested in studying (and always got by without doing much; I
am a great test-taker and can write easily). I did like very much a course I took at Mt. Holyoke in the 4-college
cooperation (or was it 5?) - cryptanalysis, taught by one of the people who broke the Japanese naval code....
Was disappointed that the most 'exotic' courses Smith had were Russian language and one course on African
politics - if I had known the Smith curriculum was that limited I might have gone elsewhere - so I went to UCLA
for graduate school. Why didn't I know about the Smith curriculum? I never even looked at the catalogue - at 16
all I was interested in was the prestige of going there. Not nice to look back and see what I was like.
Many family members had gone there and loved it.
actually I wanted to go to Wellesley where my sister was a senior but I didn't get in. Coming from Canadadistance from family was assured. I did want a Women's college because it offered more undergraduate access
to professors, smaller classes But when I learned my family was going to move back to the US- I was wishing I
had gone to McGill to stay in Montreal which I loved and where both my brothers were in grad school
Smith offered me a total scholarship, as did several other colleges, but Smith seemed to be the most
intellectually challenging.
Chose Smith over Vassar because 1.my mother had a friend who had married her roommate's brother and 2, it
was easier to get to from my home town. (Ironically, I married the brother of someone in my dorm.)

Ha! again. I had little idea what I wanted. After 9 years of boarding school, I did want a room of my own, and the
freedom to wear what I wanted and learn what I wanted. Smith represented FREEDOM in so many ways - but
safe freedom
What choices did I have?
Mother wanted me to go there; I resisted therefore for long time. Choose because largest and best of seven
sisters and because had reputation for great English department.
I went to a girl's boarding school and it never occurred to me to go to anything but a Woman's college. The
headmistress thought Smith was the place for me and I and my parents went along with her suggestion.
It felt right when I visited!
In my household there was no choice and I applied only to Smith. My Mother loved her Smith experience and, of
course, at the time Yale (where my Father went) etc were not open to women
I wanted to spend my Junior Year in France, which sadly never occurred because I had to take chemistry that
year and my advisor told me there were not enough labs for their own students at The Sorbonne, so that ended
that dream! I managed to spend a summer in French-speaking Switzerland with the Experiment in International
Living, however.
My parent's made me go there. I did want to go to an ivy league school.
I had a gazillion relatives who had gone there - my mother, too - so it was pretty much in the cards.
My father worked at Smith" so I could go without tuition
Only school I got into. "
I was a good student and my school recommended I apply. My father's cousin went there and Smith had a good
reputation. I got on the waiting list for Radcliffe but didn't get in.
Wanted to sing in a chorus that travelled and sang with male voices
I was overseas in an international school where most students who went to college in the States went to school
in California. My parents, however, were very traditional and said I could go anywhere I wanted as long as it was
one of the seven sisters. My much older sister had gone to Smith, and I worshipped her from afar, since she was
home in NY while we were overseas. So naturally I chose Smith.
I thought it offered the best education for women in a well-rounded environment. Perhaps Radcliffe was even
more challenging educationally. But Radcliffe seemed to be all work and no play. Smith offered a great
education and was the hub of a bunch of men's colleges, which seemed important to me.
Mt. Holyoke put me on the Waiting List. Smith accepted me. I actually held Smith in higher esteem than
Holyoke, but was a bit intimidated by it. But they accepted me so I went. So glad I did!
I did not have a choice. Only applied to one other school, (Cornell) which rejected me. Had no career in mind so
had to be liberal arts. Would have preferred a co-ed school. No regrets having gone to Smith however.
I grew up in St. Louis. My girls' day school sent most of their graduates East to women's colleges. The dean of
my school recommended Smith and Vassr for me. St. Louis had large alumnae clubs there. I just sort of fell into
it.

My most important is a strange and weak reason. My mother, a graduate of Vassar, said that whenever she went
away to men's colleges at that time, the Smith girls always were the most fun and attractive. If I wanted to go to
an Eastern college, why not apply to Smith. I had been looking more West to California co-ed schools until a
boyfriend decided to go to Wesleyan making the East look interesting. Immature decision-making but it all turned
out well.
My father had just had an operation so he did not want me to go to Stanford or the University of Wisconsin,
which were too far away. He considered Smith the most accessible.
I visited many colleges, and particularly enjoyed my day at Smith.
I met a Smith student while working at a camp and she had great things to say about the school; her twin went
to Wellesley; I knew nothing about either school, never visited; didn't in those days; applied to both and U of
Michigan as a back-up. Got accepted to Smith and Michigan; wait listed at Wellesley. Chose Smith, great
decision mainly because I wanted a small school with a great reputation.
I wanted to go to a coed school but my parents insisted that I would get a better education at Smith. I did get a
wonderful education and I was very well prepared for my career. I am Jewish and grew up in New York City and
had no idea that there was still antisemitism in this country until I encountered it rather frequently and overtly at
Smith.
The headmistress at my private school was a Smith Trustee and she steered he top students to Smith. In the
50's as a group we had been raised to accept advice of others.
I once asked one of my male professor why he picked a women's college. His answer was that Smith did not fire
people during the McCarty era.
I chose Smith because of its reputation as a fine intellectual opportunity and I like to tell system. I'm afraid today
I would choose a coed IV or a smaller coed Bowdoin for example
Most impt: Wanted to go to Paris for my Jr. year.
I got a scholarship.
Never thought to look beyond a women's college. It was what one did. Applied to 4 with Smith being my top
choice. Headmistress of my independent secondary school was a Smithie as well.
Have to think about that one..
I remember going to a cousin's graduation from Smith when I was 10. It was held in the Quad and the girls
looked so glamorous in their white dresses. From that very moment I wanted to go to Smith
it was prestigious
It had a great reputation and was supposed to be the least antisemetic of the 3 I applied to.
reputed excellence of faculty, highly respected college, a degree from Smith would carry some weight in the
world
Wanted to go to a school with an excellent reputation where I could get an excellent education. Smith Alums
were active recruiters in my city. I was accepted at Smith and wait-listed at 2 other 7 sister schools.
My parents really chose it for me. The 7 sisters were my only choices
I did what was expected of me by my all girls' boarding school. Naive!!

Excellent music department
I had done very well taking German at school and loved the idea of a Junior Year abroad from Smith to Munich.
My secondary school really prepared me for liberal arts as opposed to trade
I always wanted to go to Smith and spend my junio year in Paris. I am grateful that I was able to do both!
My mother insisted I go to Smith (third generation Smithie), and I insisted my own daughter go there (4th
generation) and her daughter went for two years too (fifth generation)
wanted to attend most competitive school available found the eclectic architecture indicative of inclusive
place,more welcoming than Wellesley where everything matched, what if I didnt!
My sister and mother had gone there. I applied and was accepted at Vassar and Mt. Holyoke. My college
adviser suggested Carlton would have been something I should consider but my father had been very ill 2 years
before and money was tight and travel that far didn't seem feasible. Smith was nearby. Visits to the other
colleges weren't as good. I never visited elsewhere other than Wellesley to which I did not apply.
To all of the above: a lot was dependent on parental desires, probably true for most of us.
I got a scholarship that made it possible for me to attend.
One of the seven sisters was my goal. I was proud to go to Smith, but that was 1957...And I loved my four years
at Smith.
I wanted to get the best possible education I could.
My headmistress thought Smith or Vassar would be a good fit so I took her word . The Gold Key Guide at Smith
was adorable and I chose Smith that very day!
I thought I would give it a try.
Mainly went because I was accepted. Wellesley was my first choice but I did not get in.
several friends were going
I thought I was going to be a sculptor and Leonard Baskin was teaching in the art department.
Knew it as a Seven Sisters college where I could get the best education available

Q52 COMMENTS:
I really don't know too much about Smith now, but this is my impression. I just don't know if single sex education is a
strength; it was for me though.
I don't know.
Only reason I mention single sex education is because one daughter went to Princeton and definitely noted women were
often second class citizens. the daughter who went to Smith loved the power women had there.
I don't know.
Oh, that library!
I actually have no idea what the current strengths of Smith are. The fact that it is single-sex has meant none of my girls
or granddaughters has the least interest in attending Smith

Excellent leadership (president etc)
I don’t enough about Smith today to provide a meaningful answer.
Smith would probably lose its uniqueness if it went co-ed. But I would not matriculate at Smith now: I'd want a co-ed
college.
I love working/volunteering with Smith graduates. In my experience, they are smart, forward thinking and reliable.
Smith has always drawn smart, motivated students. When I was there, it was all about liberal arts - literature, philosophy,
the arts. I loved all that. Now the emphasis is more on STEM, and preparing for a meaningful career. That's great. But I
worry that this could displace the wonder of ideas and the beauty of the arts.
The art museum
I do not believe that it should have remained a single-sex school. I see no reason for the apparent emphasis on math
and the sciences.
I like the four college interchange that allows students to take classes at other colleges. (Amherst, U.Mass, Mount
Holyoke and Smith) There may be other colleges my now that I don't know of.
But I am very out of touch so I know not much.
Other than being in touch with old friends from Smith I just don't think about it much.
Having a Smith education helped me throughout my life. Smithies are very respected. I've always been a proud
graduate.
Able articulate students
I don't know how influential the alumnae are unless you're talking about the board of trustees who I think have not done
such a great job lately; they choose our presidents who have been rather undistinguished given the harsh challenges
they've had to face; these are very difficult times and we need a really strong, charismatic leader. Smith is no longer the
very highly regarded college it used to be; times have changed and it has sadly failed to lead the way.
My grand daughter applied to Smith from Portland, OR, she is a top notch student, but was turned down because
apparently she needed more Math and science classes. She has since been attending the Art Institute of Chicago on a
merit scholarship, and loves it, so things worked out for the best in the long run
I don't know much about the MSE curriculum but I certainly know it's more robust than in 1961.
Good place for an intelligent shy girl who needs an environment that boosts self-esteem
Based on recent NYT and New York Post articles, smith has become super politically correct. Not only was the student
on July 31, 2018 in a closed dorm and got food in a cafeteria open to a children’s camp, she was treated with kid gloves
because she was black. Don’t all Sith students working at the college in the summer have to follow the same rules? Even
more disturbing was the treatment of the infrastructure staff (janitors, security, cafeteria workers). Right now I’m not
pleased with the college and wouldn’t recommend it to a young student.
Excellent opportunity for women in sports The 5 college (may be 4 college now?) availability The importance of the
house system which helps form bonds and a support network
Seems Smith is now having some issues with diversity...
I do not keep up with it.

Q53 COMMENTS:
The reputation of being a "lesbian" college does concern me
Yes, depending on her goals
A daughter and grandchild applied and got in but in the end they wanted coed education.
I did not encourage my granddaughter and she could have been accepted.
I did and it didn’t work out for her. The final straw was Smith’s refusal to give her a more significant scholarship for her
sophomore year. Only $4000 offered. She wrote a wonderful letter to Smith which was hardly acknowledged. She is
happier now at a university and doing exceedingly well. A young woman who knows where she is going in life. Very
impressive but not thanks to Smith. I am no longer interested in leaving any money to Smith in my will/trust.
It depends on what that person wants. Maybe they want to be in a city, maybe they want a coed school. But if they want
a good education and those other things are irrelevant, than I would certainly suggest Smith as a possibility.
If she was confident in her ability to have a robust social life and didn’t mind the non urban setting. When most of the
good college choices were single sex in our day, there were many opportunities to meet men intellectually and socially.
It has changed so much that I’m not sure I’m qualified to judge how comfortable one would be living there now.
Used to interview prospective students interested in Smith
I don't know how the fact that it is a women's college factors in these days.
Unless she had her heart set on a coed college

If right for them. Not sure what I think now of single sex or private elite education now having taught in large public co-ed
universities that I admire for my whole career. Might not just want teach just women or just men? Great in fifties when
women were more subordinated and discriminated against. Could not have been editor of Grecourt Review if in co-ed
school. Now women can hold any position in co-ed school.
depends on her interests and ability. my daughter choose a coed ivy, I prefer coed. Dislike the current power of special
interest groups, feel the entry standards are lower since male ivies opened to girls.
For the right student, yes.
Much too liberal now... a real disappointment
Depends on the woman
I had several students whom I counselled go to Smith and they were very happy. The last one was an international
student who came from an poverty-stricken Indian background and who had come to my school on full scholarship.
Smith was very generous with her and she had a fabulous education and experience there, for which I am very grateful.
My son, who graduated from Trinity and knew Smith women, would not allow his daughter to even apply to Smith,
despite my fervent efforts.
Single sex education values women
If she needed a single sex environment. Not otherwise.
I am disheartened by the recent incident with the black woman who falsely charged several Smith employees with
discriminatory behavior. In attempting to be thoughtful and considerate of students from all backgrounds, I think knee-jerk
responses rather than investigating the facts FIRST often, as here, can cause damage to innocent people, including
college employees. I realize that the speed and reach of the internet, and its availability to anyone who wants to say
anything, are very hazardous to fairness - but as an educational institution, it is essential to remain true to fairness. In
some ways, I think all colleges have similar problems - being sensitive to those who have experienced discrimination in
the past is of course important, but I fear some institutions haven't found the right path around these issues. I hope this
was a one-off experience. But frankly I don't know a lot about what it is actually like to be at Smith now.
I think young women need to experience interactions with men as they will be working with them in their future careers
and lives. I see how co-education has positively affected my granddaughters.
Too far.
It would depend if she was comfortable with a women's college.
I would want her to be sure she wanted a single sex school. If so, Smith would be my strong advice.
The recent poor decisions made by the president as described in the New York Times article indicating that she handled
the situation inadequately and unwisely
Some may prefer co-ed experience
I'm not sure looking back if I would not have preferred a co-ed school.
I would encourage and often have because of the quality of the faculty.
I have encouraged the talented daughters of several friends to apply.
I felt that Smith was imbued with elitist values and probably still is. Although I learned important skills there, I felt it was
poisoned by the upper-class traditions so strongly imprinted on it.
But I would like to know how influential the lesbian culture is. Wouldn't want to feel I was in the minority in this respect.
Recent events at Smith have been very upsetting regardless of what side you are on. I and many of my friends think it
has been handled very badly by the powers that be at Smith. There is an environment of cancel culture that is unhealthy
and upsetting. i know it's at other colleges as well but Smith always manages to get in the headlines!
I felt stifled by what I thought was the elitist way of living, the lack of diversity, the narrow view of women's place in
society, the all women campus. BUT I got a fabulous education there, better than anyone of my friends who went to local
universities or colleges.

I had too many years at all girl’s school, from 7th grade up. Going back to get a teaching degree,, I realized how much I
missed without a male point of view
It depends on the person. It is not the place for everyone.
I am appalled at the recent scandal and the president of the college. I also think the Lesbianism is out of control.
Depending on how much she wanted an all women's college.
I am thrilled that my 3rd granddaughter has been accepted by early decision to Smith Class of 2025! Our 4th generation!
I am certain that it will be a great fit!
There's too much emphasis on LBGTQ's nowadays. it makes the atmosphere uncomfortable.
More individual attention than a huge college if growing academically is important. I had been to a girl's high school. Not
sure whether same sex schools are as relevant as they were historically. I do know that academically, Smith graduates
are more likely to get Fulbrights, Marshalls than other universities. Perhaps for the academically oriented this is an
environment that will stimulate academics at a time when sexual urges and freedoms of college is more challenging in a
co-ed environment. I am not sure what I would do now but I am loyal to Smith notwithstanding my own experiences.
Only if she wanted to go to a single sex school...
Due to current political climate.
My two daughters both chose previously all male colleges. They did very well there. My grandchildren also went to to
coed colleges.
Tried to get my daughter interested in Smith, but she wanted a co-ed sch. She went to Middlebury and met her husbandto-be there.
It would depend on her confidence and strength in her sexuality. I think there is a lot of woke pressure at Smith and not
every youngster can resist or counter.
Yes, with some reservations about some of the current racial issues
A superior education available to those who cant get in to ivy league/coed schools

Q54 COMMENTS:
I just don't know about this, but I am familiar with young women who were apprehensive about LBGTQ presence. I think
it is a strength though Many women want co-education, but I think single sex option is important I really don't know
enough about diversity figures, applicants, scholarship money, to check any more. I imagine that the real challenge is to
stay committed to its ideals in the face of the negative forces within higher education right now. Too much money, sports
pressure, image issues. Of course, the ideals Smith practiced when I attended was a quota system that restricted the
number of Jewish students, and maybe Catholics too (I don't know), and there were hardly any Blacks. That was not
good for any of us.
I don’t really know.
There appears to be a problem with the races feeling comfortable and accepted by and with each other. I am against
separate dorms for the races. That is exactly the wrong direction. Speakers of all persuasions should be allowed on
campus and the objects of one group should not drive anyone away.
Smith College is becoming too liberal (for me).
I could only check two, single sex and expense. The location is enhanced by having the other valley colleges nearby. The
recent $30 million gift for scholarships should certainly help! From reading the alumnae magazine it seems Smith has

made great strides in diversity. Reputation as welcoming LGBTQ and binary students should be a plus although some
might not see it that way.
TOO LEFTIST, RADICAL NOT WILLING TO COMMUNICATE NANCY PELOSI WAS INVITED TO GIVE GRADUATION
SPEECH 2020
Aren't all private colleges too expensive?
The Woke movement
The young students I've met going to Smith continue to be impressive and they are increasingly diverse.
Not at all happy with President's handling of recent racial issues at Smith as described in NY Times article. At last
reunion though her not a good listener and much too entrepreneurial a concept I find bogus.
Smith leadership is pandering, bending over backwards to appease special interest groups who protest enough. And it's
not appreciated, only encourages more demands. The idea of special interest dorms is against everything Smith stood
for when I was there. Feel it results in more hostility, separatism and misunderstanding among rest of students and
alums. Feeling of .. it's not my Smith...is shared by many friends and alums.
As an all-female school it is in a niche, which is hard to defend in this world where women compete with men in all areas
and where "diversity" appears to be sacrosanct.
Too liberal.
I think the President needs to hitch up her girdle and stop letting the students she is courting take control. She is right to
value diversity, but not right to let the place be overcome by that drive. And I hope the college is not lowering its
academic standards in order to become the most diverse place on the planet.
This one is so hard because our world is so politicized, critical race theory currently prevails, awareness of social justice,
systemic racism, climate change, and the list could go on indefinitely makes the educational experience extremely
challenging. When you have a very bright group of students you're going to have lots of controversy and discussion.
Faculty and administration are challenged. What I would hope for the college is increased diversity, Equity and inclusion
in the faculty and administration in order to support the very real and developmentally appropriate challenges of the
student body
Not sure i know enough about this
So very disappointed that an influencing woman such as Nancy Pelosi was invited to speak to today’s young women at
Commencement. Turns me completely off for alumnae contributions.
Fortunately, the Smith endowment allows Smith to offer lots of scholarship money, which is greatly needed with the costs
as high as they are.
I have the impression that the student body is very diverse and there is plenty of scholarship money. Is that not accurate?
I think a straight woman might have misgivings about going to Smith.
Many don't understand the value of a single sex education for women who are still undervalued in most male/female
institutions. Some in our society are still ambivalent about having women as leaders
There is always a need for scholarship money. I don't know enough to reply further.
I hear that many potential applicants are put off by Smith's reputation as OVERLY welcoming to LGBTQ applicants, that
the enrollment is out of balance. I have no idea whether this perception is true or not.
To clarify, I think it is positive that Smith welcomes LGBTQ and gender binary students. The fact that it has a reputation
as being focused on that has probably hurt it.
Smith tends to be in the forefront of the news (that's good and bad), and it has been a lightning rod for criticism. The
latest crisis has hit hard and will be a challenge to get beyond.
I don't know enough about available scholarship money. It certainly seems expensive , perhaps prohibitive for less
wealthy girls. I thought diversity was a strong point but now I am not sure.
I'm not in close touch to Smith and really have no way to judge.

I don't know
We should have gone coed
I don't really know. But what I read in the Alumnae magazine, Smith is doing everything necessary to serve all students in
these times of troubles.
The college has had some bad press lately, and I am not sure what to make of it. But I do think it is a bad idea to have a
separate house, or houses, for students of color. I thought segregation was a bad idea in schools two generations ago,
and I think apartheid in housing is counterproductive.
Don't know and don't identify.
I think the most important challenge is to reach a intermediate reaction to systemic racism and cancel culture; there are
two sides to most stories which Smith chooses not to see which I thing is hurting them
The location and the beauty of the campus is an assest.
smith’s standards are high but I feel that there is a need for another dimension to bring the women in line of the reality
that is a man’s world and we ought to make it an inclusive world
it seems there is too much attention to sexual and racial identity issues in Smith's current culture; the impulse to be
inclusive was so well presented by Ruth Simmons, however it has gotten in my opinion out of hand and seems that these
issues dominate everything I read or hear about the college
Right now both of these characteristics can be challenges or advantages.. The same welcoming attitude re: gender
identity, is also related to the recent racial issues at the college. Smith is an expensive, intentionally progressive college
set in a conservative, largely working class community, all in a dangerously fragmented country.
Total tuition, room, and board used to be about the same as a decent new car. Now the total is about 3 or 4 times what I
paid for my car 2 years ago.
I do not know enough about Smith today
Tough question. I am not sure I am qualified to answer ... possible that not enough scholarship money is better than too
expensive ... I removed location ... I am sure for some, being in the boonies is a relief if you come from a overcrowded
tenement in NYC or Los Angeles or are unhoused.. out of curiosity how many unhoused students end up at Smith?.
The need to defend values of diversity and inclusion in the face of critics who claim the president’s leadership is far too
“politically correct.”
Refer to previous comment.
bad publicity - The President is not holding the line on black students unreasonable demands and protests. Those
students are not contributing positively to the college community spirit. They are there for an education - many probably
on scholarship- Don't they realize they have been given an opportunity. They are peeing in their own pool!
The current race-related controversy is the big, big challenge.

