Steering Committee Meeting
October 26, 2009  10:30 am

Conference Room, HR

Present:

Jenny Silver, Lou Bouley, Kelly Richey, Sandy Bycenski, Scott Morin, Barb Pliska, Janice Cole, Sam Rush, Kathryn Messier, Tina Benoit from HR

HR Fair – Staff Council Table

Sandy will send out the volunteer list.  At the table there will be a sign up sheet for the Book Swap on Tuesday, March 23, an opportunity to vote for the movie on January 9, also opportunity to vote for a new Staff Council logo.  Activities will provide a take-away list of upcoming activities.  Barb will have a computer nearby running the Staff Council slide show and Sharon Fagan will provide the poster.  Halloween candy will be available to give away.
Tina Benoit from HR sat in on the meeting.  She is interested in any ideas for spring training and development sessions.  Staff council will be asked to talk to their co-workers and forward any suggestions to her.  

Day of Dialogue is tomorrow.  There will be three sessions offered in the am – class, gender and race.  One class will be offered in the pm – class.

PPC:  The H1N1 information was in the HR newsletter.  Health insurance costs are going up 5.47%.  The faculty flex grant will ultimately benefit all staff.  The listing of transfers between offices will join the arrivals and departures lists soon.  Discussion on staff taking on faculty roles as faculty positions are cut – how will HR handles these situations.

Communications committee:  working on upcoming meeting with Laurie Fenlason focusing on the campus map – clear vs. cartoon.  eDigest continues to be an issue.  The slide show is almost complete as well as the orientation pamphlet.

Treasurer – nothing to report at this time.

Activities:  Doughnut/cider day was a success in spite of the weather.  Voting on upcoming trips – top two were Zoo and Red Sox.  The NY city bus is full and a second bus needs 10 more to make it happen.  Thinking a cookie decorating afternoon at the campus center in early December in place of Holiday Hoopla.  Cookies and decorations supplies along with hot chocolate and acapella singers of Hamp High.  Faculty/staff gathering now tentative for February.  Survey showed 52% in favor of it; 48% not.  Also thinking of a pub night at a downtown business, not on campus.  Movie night is January 9 at 1 pm in Stoddard.  Hope to have hot dogs, chips and soda available.  Admission is free. 
Diversity Committee:  no report

Nominations and elections:  nothing to report

Fall community forum is on Thursday, November 5.  Staff Council will schedule a follow up forum after Thanksgiving.  Any questions for the forum, send to either the staff council web site or directly to Larry.  No burning questions but people want an update on where things stand.

Discussion on how to create better ways to welcome new employees outside of the orientation provided by HR.  Meeting adjourned at 11:20 am.

Respectfully submitted:

Kathryn Messier

