Staff Council Steering Committee Meeting Minutes, August 27, 2009
Present:  Sandy Bycenski, Lou Bouley, Kathryn Messier, Abida Adnan, Barbara Pliska, Scott Morin, Christina Lagere, Ana Gorman

Absent:  Sam Rush, Jan Cole (Kelly Richie, Chris Gentes)

Committee Reports:
Communications:  Chris Gentes will put the request for a new Staff Council logo and motto in the October Chronicle.  This will also be added to the Staff Council web site.  New to Note:  Postive notifications such as departmental transfers, births, retirements, etc. might be added to the Chronicle.  Information would need to come directly from HR or from others as Chris will not be seeking it out.  A second group is working on a new employee brochure.  There is a draft in process and they are looking for current pictures.  Also the slide show group is seeking Staff Council images for the past 12 month.  Group expects the slide show to be ready for viewing at the benefits fair in November.  Ford Hall tour for Staff Council is scheduled for Thursday, October 1 from 2 – 3.  There will be a brief business meeting following in the conference room in Mendenhall following the tour.

Diversity:  The final draft of the proposal going to President Christ requesting her to appoint a Staff Council member to sit on the Diversity Council was distributed.  The President is already “warm” to the idea.  There was discussion about what staff meant and who would be an appropriate appointee.  It was also decided that the proposal would be sent out via email attachment to all Staff Council members requesting them to make remarks by September 1st.  After that time, the proposal will be submitted to President Christ.  The next meeting of the Diversity Council is scheduled for September 8 and by providing this proposal before that date it is hoped that the President might appoint someone who could then attend the next meeting.
Activities:

The July movie night was moved inside with about 30 people in attendance.  It went well with popcorn, snow cones, etc being distributed.  Staff Mountain Day will be scheduled for the Tuesday following Columbus Day, October 13th.  There will be cider and doughnuts, most likely on Lilly lawn – if it rains it can easily be moved inside.  Pub nights have been tabled until the spring or such time as Activities knows its budget for this fiscal year.  Activities is hoping to schedule either a sporting event trip or a casino trip.  John Brady is still hoping for a faculty staff get together.  Senior staff has suggested a coffee however it was hoped that something more substantive would be scheduled – more time together.  Now thinking about a holiday party or winter event.

PPC

Lou Bouley is the new chair.  She will give Chris new membership names and update minutes on the web.  Only topic of discussion was H1N1 and hoping to get HR to come out strongly in support of sick people staying home.  Committee is considering a link from the Staff Council site to the updates provided by the pandemic planning committee.  Discussion followed about dealing with sick students and how to encourage them to take care of themselves and make up lost work time.
Nominations:

No report.

Sandy will be looking for new members of the CCCP – College Council on Community Planning – as staff council members have rolled off that committee.

Communications would like to take on the task of researching on-line staff council voting.  How would it work?  Is it “legal?”  To determine if this would work for us when issues require action before a scheduled meeting.

If was proposed that some kind of activity for devised for the next Staff Council meeting on September 10.  Something on the design of “speed dating” only it would be “speed getting-to-know-you.”  

Meeting was adjourned at 11:20 am

Respectfully submitted by Kathryn Messier

