Staff Council Steering Committee meeting

August 22, 2008
Attendee: Rick Rubin, Becca Washut, Angela Tosca, Abida Adnan, Jinny Mason, Jan Cole, Sandy Bycenski, Karen LeHouiller, Sabrina Marsh, Linda Laflam, Barbar Pliska
Initiatives for Staff Council this year:

Forum should be beneficial for all staff, as well as educational. Local vendors were eager to participate in our spring forum.
Staff Council does not only want to be supporting social events, but needs to be considered policy influencers.
Communication is very important to Staff Council members. E-Digest is here to stay, but staff has to move forward and find out how best to get communication to all staff.
Calendar of events

Rick asked that all Staff Council events and meetings be posted on our website.

Upcoming meetings

Larry Hunt and Carol Christ will be invited to council meetings.
Outside committees such as: SCCCP, ACRA and Faculty Council will be asked to report at Staff Council meetings.

Steering Committee feels the need for Staff Council members to know about the Roberts Rules.  Barbara will be investigating the availability of a trainer to come to a Staff Council meeting and educate everyone on the council. 
How do we resolve the problem of lack of attendance? Nominations committee will meet to discuss the issue at their next meeting.
Reminder for chairs of sub committees to post their meetings and send minutes out before the monthly meeting.

Reminder for chairs to send Ken Molnar reports for September Chronicle .

Reminder to push communication about Mountain Day.

Parking Committee

Rick has received many emails regarding parking issues. Parking Committee should use Staff Council as a resource. Staff need to be more involved in the discussion, they need to be heard.  Staff need to realize that parking at Smith is not as bad as they think. 
Diversity Committee

The Diversity Committee is sponsoring: 

Opening up Dialogue: Class Dynamics within Smith on Oct 30th.

Talking across the Staff/Faculty Divide: a workshop on class and rank at Smith on Nov 20th
