Personnel Policy Committee

June 20, 2007

Minutes
1) Elect a new chair = Jinny Mason with Joe Bialek as her scribe.
2) Can people get ergonomic assessments and how long will they take?  We have a woman having difficulties and she was told to ask for an assessment. She did request it on May 31st but hasn't heard anything since then.  – Jinny

a. Discussion:  Requests for assessment outsourced to Meadowbrook Associates.  Terry Buckhout assesses 3-5 staff in his bimonthly visits.

b. PPC recommends that staff get some ideas where they are in the queue.

c. Recommend that ITS, HR has Ergonomic Links on their websites.

3.) My co-workers and I were discussing the incentives not to drive a vehicle to work.  The carpool incentive is great; however, how can we discover other co-workers interested in this program?  Can Smith put up a carpool share web page so we could list our names, location and hours available for carpooling?  How else can we find others to carpool with? Also, is there a way to put out to the powers that be that while most employees would love to live within the Northampton area, housing has become prohibitive and many of us commute at least 25 minutes to work because there are no bus services?  And that gas is costing a lot more, as is car maintenance?  I would love an extra $250 to go towards my getting to work.  – Trish

d. Discussion:  11 Meters taking up staff spaces in Dickinson…can these be in other lots?

e. Smith Shuttles available from remote public parking.  No only public transportation.

f. List of those driving from certain areas to carpool to smith.  Mass Rideshare has not worked out for some staff.

g. Carpool database on Public Safety web site recommended.

h. Idea:  seasonal parking for those able to bike / walk in good weather.

i. Do a demographic analysis of who lives where. 

j. Invite public safety representative to discuss parking issues at a full staff council meeting
4. Other topics?
Kudos to those responsible for the Staff Picnic. Will be a message from full Staff Council

Roster of Staff Council to post in E-Digest

Encourage others interested in PPC to attend our meetings.

Agenda items for next PPC meeting with HR.  Lacking significant issues we may not meet with HR.

Attending:  Joe Bialek, Trish Mailler, Janet Spongberg, Kathy Yarnell, Merrilyn Lewis, Jenny silver, Lou Bouley, Rick Rubin, Jinny Mason.
