Staff Council Diversity Committee 

Meeting Minutes

July 31, 2009
Present:   Abida Adnan, Toby Davis, Ana Gorman, Caroline Moore, Jenny Silver
Unable to attend:  Barbara Garcia
Co-chairs: Abida Adnan and Ana Gorman
Reports:

· Ana gave a summary of topics discussed at the July 30th Steering Committee meeting:  Sandy obtained President Christ’s approval to amend the Charter language related to appointee term limits; Staff Council activities being considered include a Cider and Cider Donut staff appreciation event in October, Hoopla event in December, a Jan/Feb sports trip, possibly to a Celtics game; the Activities Committee will report on more definitive plans once it knows its 2009-10 budget.  Other topics discussed by the Steering Committee included requesting a tour of Ford Hall, possibly in October, and asking Paul Ominksy to speak to Staff Council at its next meeting to address questions about parking decal costs, where to obtain keys after-hours, “safe” place to go to after-hours, etc.
· An overview of The Five College Intergroup Dialogue (IGD) Initiative was postponed to allow sufficient time to discuss the draft proposal regarding the President’s Diversity Council. 
· Abida read the draft proposal out loud and the group discussed whether its two main ideas (disbanding this Diversity Committee and requesting representation on the President’s new Diversity Council) should be addressed separately.  It was decided that this proposal should only address the latter.  To make the draft more focused and succinct, the group noted reasons why inclusion in the Council is important.  These will be incorporated into a new draft, which Ana will send to committee members soon so that it can be ready to present to Staff Council at its Aug 6 meeting.  
· There was some discussion about who would be eligible to represent Staff Council on the President’s Diversity Council.  Jenny suggested that it made sense to have someone from this Committee fill that role.  The issue of whether or not the representative also needs to be a voting Staff Council member was raised.  Toby and Caroline offered that the important thing was for the representative to be committed to communicating to and from Staff Council; others agreed.  This matter will be discussed further and decided with Staff Council.
Next meeting: August 28, 2009 12-1 pm 

