Staff Council Diversity Committee 

Meeting Minutes

May 8, 2009
Present:   Abida Adnan, Ana Gorman, Jenny Silver, Toby Davis, Caroline Moore, Barbara Garcia
Co-chairs: Abida Adnan and Ana Gorman
Committee reports:

· Jenny asked about finding ways to offer internships to area youth to work in various departments on campus.  She sits on the Hampshire-Franklin Regional Employment Board and would like Smith to help out in bringing opportunities to young people in the area.
· We talked about the Five College Intergroup Dialogue (IGD) Initiative.  Jenny said that she does not have any faculty confirmed so far and would like to have at least 2 faculty on the list.  We brainstormed ideas for reaching out more to faculty.  Abida will ask Naomi for a list of faculty interested in diversity issues.  Toby will get a list of faculty who were involved in the Thinking through Race Course.  Jenny will review the list of faculty who took the classism workshops.

· We discussed proposing to Staff Council that the President’s new diversity advisory committee have a staff representative from the Diversity Committee on it.

· We discussed that there are a number of diversity initiatives happening on campus but people may not know about them or what they are about.  This could be a task for the committee to reach out to the various groups and find out more about these initiatives. 
· We decided to meet on the last Friday of every month during the lunch hour.

· Abida said she can continue chairing the committee and Ana volunteered to be a co-chair.
· We agreed that we would rotate the task of recording minutes 

Next meeting: June 26th 12-1 pm 

