Diversity Committee Meeting 

HR Conference Room 

October 17, 2008

Attendees: Abida, Jenny, Toby, Sharon

Overview:
Kendra Colburn, the chair of the Smith Association of Class Activists (SACA) spoke about student and staff related conflicts related to issues of classism.  SACA holds a weekly meeting to help low-income and first-generation students talk about issues that they are dealing with.  Kendra mentioned a Spring Conference that they plan to hold. 

We discussed the upcoming class workshops.  The catering request has been made. Toby is going to check with Eric Weld about publicity on the Gate and e-Digest.  We reviewed the roster and noticed that very few Staff Council members had signed up.

Abida shared Staff Council’s letter of support for the OID initiative.  

We discussed spring events.

Outcome:
We are going to review SACA’s film “Class is Never Dismissed” during J-term.  Sharon is going to pick some dates and reserve a room as well as contact Kendra Colburn for the DVD of the film.

We had some discussion about doing a panel discussion/workshop relating to student-staff issues during SACA’s conference and possibly getting some funding from Staff Council. 

We decided to select three films to show during the spring semester. Toby will look into some titles and report on what would be feasible.  The film showings will be scheduled during February, March and April at noon and/or 4:30 p.m.
Next Meeting:
The next meeting of the Diversity Committee will be on November 21st at noon in the HR conference room.

