Communications Committee
Minutes – Meeting of June 25, 2009
Location: Stoddard G4
Attending: Ashavan Doyon, Chris Gentes, Barbara Pliska, Kelly Richey
By unanimous consent, Barbara Pliska and Kelly Richey will serve as co-chairs of the committee.
The committee agreed that note taking will rotate between members.  Ashavan Doyon took the minutes for this session.
The committee agreed to hold meetings on the 2nd Thursday of each month in Stoddard G4 from 2 – 3 p.m. (provided it was available).  Barbara Pliska indicated that she would make arrangements for the room reservations.
There was discussion regarding additional possible members.  Chris and Barbara indicated that they had received some information that Deb Letourneau from Admission might be interested.  Barbara indicated she would contact Deb to ascertain her interest and invite her to join us at meetings.
Kelly opened discussion about staff council attendance at orientation for new staff.  This task has rotated among members of staff council and Kelly would like to take the lead on going to new staff orientation and talking to them about staff council.  New employees receive a water bottle, a copy of the newsletter and a brochure.  She also noted that the current brochure is old and outdated and suggested the committee review and update it as part of committee activities for the year.  There was general agreement that this task made sense for the committee to take on, and Kelly indicated she would obtain copies of the brochure for the committee to look at and revise.
Chris Gentes and Barbara, who were continuing in the committee from the previous year presented some background on the committee’s previous work.  Prior years had involved work to create a staff listserv, a task that had met resistance from College Relations.  College Relations argues that instead of a listserv that the staff should use eDigest.  Despite their refusal to allow a staff listserv, Laurie Fenlason, the committee’s contact in College Relations, has indicated that College Relations is willing to help assist in publicizing specific events if necessary.  Chris indicated that he was unaware of any attempts to take College Relations up on this offer and suggested that the committee try this approach and see how well College Relations does at providing that assistance.
The communications committee will discuss meeting with Laurie Fenlason regularly, but not until fall semester, when the committee will decide on the frequency of those meetings and decided on an agenda for the year.
The committee discussed updating the current powerpoint presentation, and also possibly optimizing it (the current file is quite large and can take a long time to load for presentation).  Part of this could involve replacing or switching out of the current pictures for new ones.  Discussion moved to identifying people willing to take pictures at staff events that could be used in the presentation, for the website and in the Chronicle.
There was a discussion about use of the Nolen Art Lounge in the Campus Center for a staff display or art show as a means of helping to connect with the staff.  There were concerns that this might be more appropriate for the Activities committee.  Chris indicated that past art displays had difficulty because staff were concerned about the safety of their artwork in a public space.  He recalled that there was a successful effort to use the Rare Book Room in the library, because this was an isolated location where some of the smaller items were able to be protected in cases and had less public traffic.
The committee agreed to ask staff council as a whole if there was anything that they wanted the committee to work on. 
Chris asked if there were ways we could use the Staff Chronicle better.  Was the length and frequency good?  He indicated that he wanted to really restrict it to items of actual interest to staff.
Discussion returned to the idea of a staff art show, with the possibility of using a digital frame with a picture gallery as a sort of “travelling art show” for the staff.
Barbara offered to set aside time each meeting to discuss the Chronicle at each meeting, but Chris felt this was unnecessary, that he was looking more for ideas to improve it.
Barbara mentioned she would love to highlight some of the less known benefits for staff members, using the example of the software wallets available at the computer store, and Chris agreed that this sort of item would fit in the Chronicle.
The committee agreed that the next meeting would be on July 9 from 2-3 p.m. in Stoddard G4, provided Barbara could secure the space and the committee adjourned. 
