Smith College Staff Council

Communications Sub-committee Meeting

Thursday, March 13, 2008 - 2:00 p.m.

Campus Center Cafe

Present: Art Usher, Becca Washut, Chris Gentes, Kathryn Messier, Ken Molnar, Barbara Pliska, and Sam Rush

Ken gave an update on the next issue for COUNCIL CHRONICLE. The overall focus will be on wellness.  Ken and Chris Gentes are meeting in future to finalize the Chronicle's needs.  Carol has agreed to submit an article for the issue. Laurie Fenlason is helping to write it.  If all goes according to plan April 10 will be our publication date - a week before the Wellness forum.  The hope is that the issue will help to promote the upcoming forum.

Chris Gentes asked about the thermal photos that Todd Holland took as part of his Thermal imaging interterm class.  Chris offered to put them up on our Staff Council site as a virtual exhibit.

[note: this has since been done on 3/18/08.  Here is the link: http://www.smith.edu/staffcouncil/08thermo.html ]
The bulk of our discussion at this meeting focused on the committee charge to put together an end of term Staff Council questionnaire for all members.  We discussed possible questions and have included our first draft of them here.  The committee welcomes other question suggestions or thoughts on the ones listed below.  We would like to discuss them at our next full Council meeting.

Did your term on Staff Council live up to your expectations?

What is your perception of what Staff Council SHOULD be?

What purpose does Staff Council serve to the college?

Do you have any suggestions of things Staff Council can focus on in the future?

Is the location of the monthly meetings a factor in your decision to attend or not?

Did you attend all/most Council meetings?

If you missed meetings, what was the reason?  Location, timing, conflict with other meetings?

What did you like most about serving on Staff Council?

Do you plan to continue serving on committees or attending the Council meeting as a staff member?

What was your biggest Staff Council disappointment?

What do you think Staff Council should do going forward?

Should Staff Council address any particular issues?

OUR NEXT MEETING will be April 10 at 2:30 p.m. in the Campus Center Cafe.
Sam Rush, Chair 
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