Staff Council Meeting Minutes



Approved
Tuesday, November 10, 2009

2:00 pm

Present:  Lou Bouley, Mairin Brady, Ashavan Doyon, Sharon Fagan, Trish Mailler, Wendy Martinez, Jinny Mason, Kathryn Messier, Scott Morin, Madelyn Neely, Barbara Pliska, Kelly Richey, Sam Rush

Excused:  Abida Adnan, Sandy Bycenski, Jan Cole, Steve Davis, Chris Gentes, Ana Gorman, Hillary Mikucki, Rachel Siegel, Pat Wheeler

Absent:  Alicia Guidiotti, Christian Lagier, Louise Rouleau, Jenny Silver, John Zaikowski

The new Staff Council slide show opened the meeting as members arrived.  There was discussion about whether it, or part of it, could be put onto the Staff Council homepage.  Chris Gentes is to be consulted.
Sam Rush called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm once a quorum was reached.

October minutes were accepted as written.

At the Steering Committee meeting, Tina Benoit from HR requested that Staff Council members think about possible Training and Development workshop subjects for the spring catalog.  And that the members solicit ideas from their respective offices.  All suggestions should be sent along to Tina.

Discussion of Day of Dialogue:  Several staff council members attended sessions on Class, Race and Gender.  Those who participated felt that they were sessions were well run and worthwhile.  The consensus was that there wasn’t enough time and that they hope to have follow-up sessions soon.

Discussion of Community Forum held last week, on Thursday, November 5:  It was expressed that the Forum seemed to raise more questions than it answered.  One suggestion was that answers to all questions could be posted at the President’s web site.  The communications committee anticipates scheduling a follow-up forum for those who were unable to attend the one last week.  Hopefully, the questions and concerns raised at this meeting can be consolidated and organized so as to be addressed at the follow up forum – date not yet determined.
Discussion of HR Fair:  We have a new logo.  However, since it incorporates the actual Smith College logo, its use will have to be approved by College Relations.  Approval is pending.  We have a new Staff Council motto – “Your Staff Connection.”  

Committee Reports:

Activities – Movie to be shown on January 9 at 1 pm in Stoddard, “UP”  NYC Bus Trip – Saturday, December 5 two busses at least.  A Hot Chocolate and Cookie event on December 8, 2-4 pm in the Campus Center will replace the annual Holiday Hoopla – come decorate your own cookies (cookies and decorations to be supplied) and drink hot chocolate (with marshmallows).  Upcoming events:  Faculty/Staff Party scheduled for February 6 – stay tuned for “theme” and ticket prices.  There will be advanced sales with a minimum number needed to be purchased before the event can move forward.  Announcement and invitation will be sent out after the Holidays.

Communications – Follow up Forum being planned.  Meeting with Laurie Fenlason on November 12 to discuss possible map revisions and continued discussion of e-Digest vs. listserve use for staff.  One question raised for possible inclusion in this meeting?  Why has Public Safety been removed from all mail delivery – no announcements, no posters.  Because of their 5 College status now?
Diversity – see Day of Dialogue discussion above.  No other report.

Nominations and Elections – no report

PPC – Met with Larry Hunt.  Discussion was about H1N1 plans.  Also discussed the Emeriti Health Plan which is now closed.  Those who put money into it will get it back.  Smith will get back what it put into it.  Departmental transfers will be added to the Arrivals and Departures list posted in e-Digest.  Discussion of data breach – lots of information at the HR website – individuals must decide what they want to do.

Treasurer’s report – Scott provided budget figures for both the general operating org and the activities fund with an explanation as to how they work.

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, December 3rd, 2:00 pm in the Campus Center, 204.

Meeting was adjourned at 3:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted:

Kathryn Messier

