Staff Council Meeting Minutes

May 7, 2009
Present:   Abida Adnan, Lou Bouley, Mairin Brady, Sandy Bycenski, Jan Cole, Ashavan Doyon, Sharon Fagan, Chris Gentes, Ana Gorman, Jinny Mason, Karin Labarge, Trish Mailler, Wendy Martinez, Kathyn Messier, Scott Morin,  Kathleen Mosley, Hilary Mukucki, Barbara Pliska, Kelly Richey, Rick Rubin, Pat Wheeler, Sam Rush, Kathy Yarnell, John Zaikowski
Presidential Appointees Present:  Jenny Silver, Christian Lagier

Guests:  Sabrina Marsh, Linda Laflam
Excused:: Alicia Guidotti, Steve Davis 
April Minutes Approved

Charter Changes Approved

Committee reports:

· Activities committee has been very busy this past year. They hope to provide staff activities during the coming year that will boost moral for staff, but need to be conscious of our lower budget.
· Diversity committee has been providing programs about classism during this year. The committee has been working with the Office of Institutional Diversity to launch the class matters initiative and coordinate with other organizations on campus to make sure all voices are heard.

· Communication committee has especially successful in working with College Relations to make sure all staff are receiving communications equally and in organizing 2 Staff Forums that provide the opportunity for more informal discussion about Smith’s financial issues.

· Nominations committee has worked on revising the Staff Council Charter. The committee made sure the new members and their supervisors understood the Staff Council Release Policy.
· Chronicle newsletter is now a monthly one page issue to save paper and provide more current information to staff. Chris Gentes is the editor the newsletter and the Staff Council web master. www.smith.edu/staffcouncil 
· Presidential appointees, Jenny Silver and Christian Lagier meet with President Christ twice a year to keep Carol informed about staff council issues. Jenny Silver pointed out the Carol is truly interested in Staff Council thoughts and ideas.
· Christian Lagier is the Staff Council representative for ACRA (Advisory Committee on Resource Allocation). President Christ has appreciated our input regarding the budget reductions as she is aware that Staff Council is the main vehicle to all staff.
Rick Rubin thanked the members for all their support and asked us to keep up the good work of Staff Council.
Next meeting: June 4th 2-3pm at Campus Center 204

Be prepared to vote for Officers at the June meeting.
