Staff Council Meeting Minutes

August 7, 2008

2:00 – 2:45 p.m.

In Attendance: Sandy Bycenski, Toby Davis, Chris Gentes, Alicia Guidotti, Trish Mailler, Sara McGuire, Kathryn Messier, Scott Morin, Barbara Pliska, Louise Rouleau, Angela Tosca, Rebecca Washut, Kathy Yarnell

Excused: Karin LaBarge, Karen LeHouiller, Abida Adnan, Rick Rubin, Barbara Garcia, Jan Cole
Absent: Peg Bielunis, Sharon Fagan, Pattie Lumbra, Kathleen Mosley, Art Usher, John Zaikowski
Guests: Tod Holland, Jinny Mason, Ken Molnar
July minutes approved as amended
Announcements

Barbara has volunteered to take Sandy’s place as Staff Council’s representative on the Committee on Community Policy (CCP).
Meeting minutes will now list excused and absent members.  
The Staff Council Chronicle Online Creative Gallery is now live at www.smith.edu/staffcouncil/08.  Remind your colleagues!
Parking:
Remember to contact Rick, who serves on the Parking Committee, with your thoughts or concerns about parking.  

Some suggestions that Toby offered on parking included:

· Compiling a list of on-campus bike resources

· Five College ride-sharing
· Reserving parking spots on Five-College campuses for local commuters employed at other Five-Colleges who ride the PVTA

Spring Forum:
Barbara and Rick have discussed focusing on One Card and other Smith Employee benefits for our Spring Forum in lieu of a career fair.  All present appeared to support the idea.
· Alicia pointed out and most agreed that offering information about economic perks would be particularly relevant given the current economy. 

· Career resources could still be featured for those interested, but not in a way that would duplicate the HR fair
Center for Work and Life:
In response to a question from Trish, Sarah explained that she is on the steering committee for the Center and that it is still in its planning stages.  

· It will be housed in the CDO and will combine resources from Athletics, Student Affairs, the Campus Center, etc. for students
The Green Team:

Todd Holland joined us to speak about the Green Team, who are welcoming new members.

The Green Team was established as a means to address the immediate and most urgent environmental needs of the college as identified by the Sustainability Committee.

Their primary target is energy consumption, which constitutes the most significant portion of Smith’s environmental footprint.
The Green Team consists of students, faculty and staff.  Their maintenance, method and actions are undefined and determined by the group as they proceed.

They meet every other Wednesday at lunchtime (bread is often provided!)

Some of their notable accomplishments and activities include:

· Establishing a savings program by which the college was able to purchase a three-year renewable energy contract allowing student computers to run on windmill-generated electricity

· Promoting/raising awareness and involvement about this and other projects among students via inter-house activities and competitions:
· One house collected used yogurt cups and was able to distribute items to each resident made from the recycled plastic 

·  Others hosted an energy-saving festival called “Do it in the Dark”

· Publishing the “Toilet Paper,” a newsletter about energy issues that appears in Nielson Library, the Campus Center and Physical Plant restrooms
· Offering “green makeovers” for the workplace by Gary Hartwell

The Green Team will be selling energy-efficient lightbulbs at central check in on 8/25 and 8/26.

New Business and Open Discussion
Budget:
We ended FY08 with $11,628.52 [pre-audit figure] in our budget.  We have plenty of money!

Staff Council Chronicle:
Ken is preparing a “Back to School” Staff Council newsletter.
· It will be briefer than a normal edition of the Chronicle and will present information such as committee reports and an updated roster as opposed to feature articles. 
· He hopes to have it  ready by mid-September and will need our committee reports by then

Campus Center Bike Rack:

Toby wondered where the Campus Center bike rack has gone.  According to Sarah, they aren’t sure at the Campus Center but are working on getting it back.

· Can scooters be parked on bike racks?  Perhaps this is a question Rick can raise with the Parking Committee

