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Staff Council Minutes

July 10, 2008
2:00 – 3:00 pm

In Attendance:  Abida Adnan, Peg Bielunis, Jan Cole, Toby Davis, Sharon Fagan, Chris Gentes, Karin LaBarge, Christian Lagier, Karen LeHouiller, Sara McGuire, Kathryn Messier, Barbara Pliska, Rick Rubin, Angela Tosca, Becca Washut 
Guests:  Ken Molnar
June minutes were approved without changes.
New Business & Open Discussion:
· A round-robin was done as this was the first meeting of the new term.
· Todd Holland was going to join us to discuss the Green Team, but was unable to make it.  Rick will try to re-schedule him for the next meeting in August.

· Sandy will no longer be serving on the Community Policy Committee.  

· We would like another staff person to serve on that committee.  

· If anyone is interested, please notify Rick.

· Sara will reserve CC204 on the first Thursday of every month for our Staff Council meetings.

· This space has been reserved through December.

· We need to determine who the chairs are and who is taking minutes for each committee.

· Once the meeting happens, the minutes need to be e-mail to Chris so he can put them on the website.

· Rick will be on a parking committee that will start meeting in September.

· Should we have a meeting with Paul Ominsky before that happens?

· If anyone is interested in meeting, please e-mail Rick.

· There is discussion of a program to subsidize bus passes, as the price for the PVTA just went up.

· The Communication Committee supplied a survey for all Staff Council members, both leaving and staying, to determine what people thought of their experience on Staff Council.

· Most everyone had the same answers to the questions.

· There was one person who commented that Staff Council was too social, and didn’t change enough policies on campus.

· From this survey, it seems that Staff Council is on the right track.

· For the upcoming year, Rick would like to discuss communication, the Spring Forum, and any policies that need to be addressed.

· If there are other ideas of what needs to be done, please bring them up at the next meeting.

· For the Spring Forum, Rick put out the idea of a staff career day.

· We would like to do something that the College would support, and since HR has had a resume writing workshop in the past, it seems possible.

· HR is going to have a one-day career opportunities fair during this school year.

· Does HR reach out to departments for inquiries on what types of workshops they should offer?

· Ken and Chris have been working on the Staff Council website, and have created a site similar to the Staff Visions exhibition.

· A number of staff have contributed their artwork.

· They are currently working on a site for creative writing pieces.

· They created bookmark mailers to promote the new site.
Committee Reports:
· Committee reports should continue to be shared electronically with Staff Council members.
· Activities Committee:
· They met on June 25, and Sabrina Marsh and Linda LaFlam were elected as co-Chairs.
· Committee members will take turns taking meeting minutes.
· The next outdoor movie will be Meet the Robinsons.
· It will play Friday, July 25 on Burton Lawn.  Seelye Hall will be the rain spot.
· The second annual Dog Daze will take place on September 27, most likely on Davis Lawn.
· Sharon Fagan and Betse Curtis joined the meeting to discuss preparations.
· Activities is working with Nancy Harvin (who just left Advancement) on a bus trip to the Culinary Institute of America for lunch.
· The CIA would offer a tour and demonstration of the kitchen facilities, then everyone would lunch at one of the four restaurants.
· Activities would pay for the bus down to Hyde Park, NY.
· The Holiday Hoopla will take place on Dec. 4.
· They decided to move the date farther from the last day before holiday vacation.
· The NYC bus trip will take place on Nov. 29.
· Activities is planning an all-staff social hour at the Pub in the Campus Center.

· They’re considering an Opa Opa tasting, or a Halloween event.

· As last year, Activities will offer apple pie and ice cream on Mountain Day.
· Diversity Committee:

· They met on June 24, and Abida Adnan and Toby Davis were elected as co-Chairs.

· Monthly meetings will be the third Tuesday or Friday of the month.

· They’re planning workshops for the upcoming year, building on issues of classism and class dynamics.

· Working with HR on these topics this year, and will have identical sessions for faculty and staff.
· Dates for these events will be in October and November.

· Capacity is 25 people for each session. 

· This is a staff and faculty only event.

· Could there be a workshop just for Staff Council members?

· Staff Council may be able to provide lunch and/or refreshments.

· The committee has received support from the office of Institutional Diversity, and Naomi Miller will be asked to come to their next meeting.

· Rick suggested meeting with the faculty council to see if they would like to be involved in the planning.

· For the spring, they’re working on showing films and documentaries on issues of class.

· Rick mentioned that there was a film series done a couple of years ago, and the committee make want to speak with Adrienne Andrews, who put it together.

· Nominations Committee:

· Sandy wasn’t able to come to the meeting, so there wasn’t an update.

· Linda LaFlam, Jinny Mason, and Joe Bialek should be added to the Staff Council roster.

· Personnel Policy Committee:

· Jinny Mason was elected as chair, and Joe Bialek will take the minutes.

· They will be meeting with Larry Hunt at the end of July.

· There are smaller issues going on at this time, but nothing to report at this time.

· To be brought up with Larry:

· The recent search of lockers on campus.

· The e-mail to the campus was very vague, and some people at the athletic facilities felt it wasn’t handled professionally.

· Power outage

· It was rescheduled from the original time, and wreaked havoc at the Science Center.

· School for Social Work had a conference that day.

The next Staff Council meeting will be Thursday, August 7 from 2 to 3 p.m. in Campus Center 204.
