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Staff Council Minutes

April 3, 2008
2:00 – 3:00 pm

In Attendance:  Joe Bialek, Sandy Bycenski, Toby Davis, Navae Fenwick, Karin LaBarge, Merrilyn Lewis, Trish Mailler, Sabrina Marsh, Kathryn Messier, Rick Rubin, Sam Rush, Bill Sheehan, Art Usher, Becca Washut, Kathy Yarnell, John Zaikowski
Guests:  John Berryhill, Jinny Mason, Ken Molnar
March minutes were approved without changes.
New Business & Open Discussion:
· John Berryhill from the Botanic Gardens joined Staff Council for a discussion on paternity leave policies.
· John had written a letter to Staff Council, discussing the problems he faced after the birth of his first child after his paternity leave ran out.
· He feels that Smith College doesn’t provide an adequate amount of time for paternity leave in the case of special circumstances where the mother needs additional help.
· At this time, paternity leave is one week.

· According to John’s research, other colleges in the area offer plans that are more flexible.

· i.e.: Hampshire College allows two weeks paternity leave.  Mt. Holyoke and Amherst allow more flexibility based on the needs of the family.

· John spoke with Kevin Kerwood in Human Resources, who said that Smith’s plan was very progressive compared to other colleges.

· Alicia thought of creating a leave time bank, similar to the sick bank.

· Support staff who contribute hours can use the bank if so needed for special circumstances.

· For employees who work through a union, the union would need to be involved, as well as Human Resources.

· Jinny will bring up these concerns when she meets with Larry Hunt on April 4.

· It was questioned whether or not there is any flexibility in how that leave time can be used.

· Rick had us watch a DVD entitled Criticism: Giving and Taking
· Wellness Forum – Thursday, April 17 – Campus Center

· The planning for the Wellness Forum is going well.  Harvard Pilgrim will be sending a letter to employees to let them know of the event, and some of the highlights.

· Highlights include:
· Relaxation and mediation from Hayat Abusa

· Athletics Department 5K run and trainers demonstration

· Lion’s Club hearing and sight testing

· Outdoor Fitness with Betse Curtis

· Olin Fitness Center information and tour with Brent Bode

· Healthy Eating in conjunction with Cooley Dickinson Hospital

· American Cancer Society booth

· Ergonomics Assessments

· Yoga demonstrations and breathing exercises with Arden Pierce

· Healthy snack offerings

· Much, much more

· Rick is looking for help with staffing the Staff Council booth.  Sandy will send out a sign-up sheet.

· We’re hoping to get at least 400 people in attendance.

· Sam will provide Staff Council nametags for those members who need them.

· Staff Council Survey

· The Communication Committee has made a survey for out-going Staff Council members.

· This will provide constructive criticism and ideas for our group moving forward.

· Please let Sam know of any changes

· The survey will be available at the next Staff Council meeting.
· Budget

· Activities Committee is the only Committee that has a budget.

· The Committee has always been willing to use the money from the budget to pay for anything Staff Council does outside of the Committee.

· Staff Council is considering making the Staff Council treasurer the treasurer for the Activities Committee as well.

· This would provide a report of the budget during monthly Staff Council meetings.

· Staff Picnic

· Kathy San Antonio asked Staff Council if we would be willing to sponsor a game at the picnic.

· The cost would be about $250-$400 depending on the game.

· A motion was passed to sponsor a game at the Staff Picnic.
· Staff Chronicle

· Ken Molnar and Chris Gentes produced a new color copy of the Staff Chronicle.

· It looked wonderful, but it’s too expensive to print campus-wide copies in color.

· The copy sent to campus will be printed in black and white, and each department will receive a color copy.

· A copy for the archive will be printed in color.

· Chris will put a PDF version on the Staff Council website.

Committee Reports:
· Committee reports will be shared electronically with Staff Council members.
The next Staff Council meeting will be Thursday, May 8 from 12 to 1:30 p.m. at the Field House.  This will be the cross-over meeting for the next term.
