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Staff Council Minutes

December 6, 2007
2:00 – 3:00 pm

In Attendance:  Joe Bialek, Sandy Bycenski, Lynda DallaPegorara, Toby Davis, Navae Fenwick, Chris Gentes, Pattie Lumbra, Trish Mailler, Sabrina Marsh, Kathryn Messier, Barbara Pliska, Sara Punsky, Rick Rubin, Sam Rush, Bill Sheehan, Jenny Silver, Janet Spongberg, Kathy Yarnell
Guests:  Stacy Anasazi, Ken Molnar, Naomi Miller, Larry Hunt
November Minutes were approved with changes.
Six Month Updates:  A recap of what Staff Council has done and been a part of  
· Movie Night in July

· Garden Tour

· Six Flags

· Haunted Hayride

· Mountain Day

· Parking Policy

· Office Visits with Powerpoint Presentation

· Staff Council Poster

· Transgender Forum and related events

· New Nametags for events

· HR Fair with raffle and survey

· NYC Trip

· Holiday Hoopla

· Focus the Nation

· Staff Chronicle

· Admission Visit to our Meeting

New Business:

OID Statement – Equal Employment Opportunity Policy
· History – A Committee of 25 students, faculty and staff 

· All would evaluate bias complaints based on Civil Rights Policy that encompasses all Students, Faculty and Staff

· One umbrella Civil rights Policy couldn’t handle student issues vs. faculty issues vs. staff issues

· There needed to be separate policies because all issues are handled differently

· The New Policy is now much clearer than the past Civil Rights Policy.  It is now more streamlined.

· States who is protected

· States work conditions protected

· Commitment to Statement of Academic Freedom

· Complaint procedure starts with an informal resolution and moves to formal if necessary
· Formal Complaint procedure would entail:  Disciplinary Action, Confidentiality, No Retaliation, Internal Investigators and Outside Agencies

· This is not a sexual harassment policy

· Examples of complaints include:

· Race Issues in the Recruitment Process

· Hostile Work Environment

· Offensive Actions without intending offense
Activities Committee Update:

· Holiday Hoopla, December 13
· Not much cookie signup, only 3 so far

Communications Committee:

· Minutes sent out about chronicle
· Focus the Nation conversation was had with Todd Pollen
· There will be an interterm class on Heat Loss
· Could Staff Council provide funds to enlarge images for this event?
· Could we get Staff Release for this event?
· Web Updates
· Events and Meetings are now listed on the main page
· Committees all have own page, Chairs will send minutes, Please inform of committee meeting times
· Minutes are now displayed on their own page
· Chris is working on specific event/photo pages
There was a motion to change the charter to reflect change of 5 subcommittees to 6.  Motion passed.
Diversity Committee:

· Transgender Awareness Week is underway.
· Great turnout for panel

· 30+ for play on Wednesday

· Book Reading Dec 6, 4:30, Resource Center

· Spring will focus on class awareness.

· Are transgender people represented in the EEO policy discussed earlier?

· No.  

· Could Staff Council do a support letter with signatures?  

· Diversity Committee could draft the letter, review in Staff Council and propose an amendment to the policy relevant to transgender individuals, possibly using the term “gender expression”

Nominations and Elections Committee:

· No report
Personnel Policy Committee:

· Meeting with Larry Hunt – the following questions were asked:
· Enrollment period for sick leave bank?

· Has anyone ever been turned down?  It has never run out.

· TIAA CREF enrollment starting age?

· College won’t contribute until individual is 26 as has been working at the college for one year

· If you are under 26 you can contribute on your own

· SRA deposits happen once per month?

· Staff selling craft items?

· Larger college policy, no solicitation

· Conflict of interest in the workplace

· The Campus Center would support the vending

· Waiting on response from HR

Chronicle:
· Passed around in draft form
· Will be color online
· Black and White printed copy
· Mixed old and new
· Message from Council Chair
· Subcommittee Reports
· Parking Update
· Notes on Race, Privilege and Prejudice, A Community Conversation
· Staff Profile
· Transgender Awareness
· Picture spread
· Green Fair tips
· Recipes
· Events
· Roster on back
· Cost was questioned?  Color vs. Black and White?
· How to distribute?
· Campus Mail?  Campus Center?  Send to faculty?
Snow Days:

· What time is the decision made?  6:30am?  Larry Hunt confirmed.
· Last Snow Day email did not come through until 7:30 am.  Could we push the time up?

· HR was on the fence about calling it, and that added to the delay.  Their intent is to get word out by 6:00 am.

Next Staff Council Meeting:

Thursday, January 3
2:00pm, MMD
