











Giving Generously

of Our Three “Ts”

by Dick Fish

iving is a subject often in need of
review, especially as we find ourselves getting

older. How we focus our energies and

gifts seems to need reappraisal more
often now. Our time, talent and treasure (let’s
call them the “three Ts”) are called upon more
and more. If and when, how much and to whom
can become nagging questions. Age plays an im-
portant role in these decisions, if only because as
some of us have suddenly (or perhaps, not so
suddenly) become “the older generation,” it’s ex-
pected that we have more time and probably
more treasure (while that question of talent re-
mains a mystery for me!).

Any group to which we belong expects our
participation in the form of all three of those Ts,
and countless solicitations with powerful pleas
for money and volunteer time arrive in the mail
at home almost daily. On the job here at Smith
we are asked to support a wide spectrum of very
deserving community agencies through the
United Way, as well as the Food Bank, breast
cancer research and more. Taking our turn on
college committees is important service, but also
another commitment of time, especially if the
concomitant thought and homework necessary
is pursued with any vigor. So how do we decide
who/what gets a part of us?

Once we have served on community boards
and worked alongside our colleagues on college
committees, perhaps we should begin to prioritize
and channel our efforts toward those few really

- compelling issues in our lives or toward those
people who particularly delight us. Maybe the
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time has come when we need to just follow our
hearts and do things more directly.

Some of us may feel more effective at the
basic, one-on-one level, that “up close and per-
sonal” cliché. On our campus there are all sorts
of opportunities for us to make a difference in
small but very real and meaningful ways. Pay at-
tention and you'll find that Smith certainly has
its share of young women who can benefit from
that home-cooked meal, a listening ear, or by
joining a family outing. They might not all ac-
cept your offer, but sometimes just being invited
is enough. With those who do come along
home, you're just apt to establish a family-friend
for life. You'll get check-in calls and e-mail
reports and after they graduate they may even
provide you with places to stay when you travel.
You see, it does all come back!

Many of us in the older generation have
grown children and possibly some grandchildren
too. They can surely benefit from our three Ts.
Some of us have found that giving now is much
more rewarding to the giver than simply naming
heirs and never knowing or seeing what tran-
spires. The wherewithal to make current gifts
possible may need to be generated by working a
little extra, by budgeting a bit better, by defer-
ring some big-ticket expenses. But it’s all worth
the pleasure of being among the giving.

Among the sea-changes in our lives, figuring
out how to allocate what we have and renewing
our direction for giving might just become a cel-
ebration of what we have to offer. Perthaps we
could dub it “stewardship of ourselves.”



Ode fo

Java Jones

by Eric Sean Weld
Japan 1992

Where are you now,

you deceptive, philandering liquid?

Where are you now

after promising me what I am not?

Again you have lent false flight to my wingless words,

sipped me slowly from myself through a straw

and coaxed me from damp shadow toward the luster of pluck.

[ was good when you were here.

But only until you leave,

and you always leave,

do I bathe in your warm, wet truth,

my truth then, the world’s truth.

Only until you weep and bleed and seep
from me like priceless pearls of sweat

do I never rest,

do I toil beside you in a swamp of afflatus.

After, left thirsty and crawling on the dry blank page

I count up all the promises and deceptions

and ways I imagined to have lived and loved when I used them.
They circle me and wait for death.

[ ask, What are you to supply such an answer to the dark?

As you live you're a well of hope and potential,

you run with me brave and alive.

But when you leave,

and how you leave, like a yanked rug,

I remain with my searching mind and tired eyes

begging inspiration from a cloudless sky.

A ))\\\

Haikus

by Eric Sean Weld

He who makes his way
Blindly and simply forward
Will always finish

The present moment

Has come and gone already

While I'm thinking

Once on our knees
We have little choice but to

Stand and walk again
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