








Recap of Previous Staff Connection

Meetings - - - e e

Submitted by Chrissie Bell

"Very positive ..." "Empowering ..." "Grateful and
encouraged ..." "A good beginning ..." "I feel like
this was time well-spent by all ..." "When is the next
meeting? ..."

These are just a few of the very positive comments
heard (and written) after the two all-campus Staff
Connection meetings. The first meeting was held in
June, the second in July. About 80 participants
attended the two meetings.

Some common themes raised in small group
discussions were:

- Feelings of isolation which exist among staff
members;

- A desire for more "connectivity" and
networking among staff members;

- The need for better communication within
the staff; and )

- The need for more recognition for jobs well
done.

Some suggestions for improving communication
among staff members were:

- Staff/college newsletter;

- Regular staff meetings with college
administration, similar to faculty meetings;

- Orientation for new members; and

- Staff social club.

Some suggestions for future discussion at Staff
Connection meetings: '

- Confronting oppression;

- Scheduling social activities for staff;
- Day care; and

- Developing networking strategies.

Several special interest groups were formed. A
description of those appear on page 2 of.the
newsletter. Staff who attend the next meeting in
December will have a chance to learn more about
and participate in these groups.

See you then!

Shall We Dance?

Submitted by Nan Clark

Nan Clark has come up with the idea of holding a
winter dance. Plans are still in the beginning stages,
and she will be looking for volunteers to help her
with the details. In the meantime, this is what she
has to say:

Dancing music is in the air,
so bring your partner, or find one there.

This idea will only get better,
so keep an eye on your next newsletter.

Networking Notices

If anyone out there is the parent of a high school
senior and is interested in getting together to ialk
about tests, colleges, financial aid, or college visits,
I'd be very willing to hear from you.—Katherine
Gannett, x 2915

What Staff Connection Is

Staff Connection is an organization open to all
Smith College employees (except those who hold
faculty rank.) A steering committee coordinates the
Staff Connection's work based on ideas from staff
members as 2 whole. The group is sponsored by
the Committee on Community Policy.

Why We’re Here

The Staff Connection exists “to provide an
opportunity for Smith College staff members to get
involved in decreasing isolation on campus through
better communication, helping one another feel
more connected to the Smith community, and
improving the quality of work life.”
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