STUDENT BIBLIOGRAPHIES

HOW DID THEY FIND THOSE REFERENCES?

Here are only a few of several possible ways of enhancing student bibliographies to give you more information – and to guide them to better information gathering habits.

Ask students to:

1. Annotate entries with critical evaluation of the quality of the work cited – or a rationale for including the work cited.  Of course you will need to talk to students about appropriate criteria such as date of publication, scholarly nature of research, credentials of the author, etc.

2. Arrange the bibliography in order of perceived quality.  Students should be asked to defend their judgments.  

3. Organize entries by reverse chronological order to emphasize either the importance of recent secondary scholarship or that of historical primary sources.

4. Divide entries by their method of location – e.g. instructor recommendation, reserve reading, item from online catalog, article from database, site found on web search engine, source located in footnote, etc.

5. List citations by format of the item being cited – web site, scholarly journal article, magazine or newspaper article, popular book, scholarly book, book review, discussion list posting, etc.

6. Categorize bibliography into divisions such as primary and secondary texts or original research, replicated research, secondary discussions, tertiary sources.  Of course students will need to know how to distinguish these categories and understand the value of each to their own work.
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