Presidential Seminars (PRS)
Course Proposal Form

Directions:  Please fill out pages 1 and 2.  Please work with your chair/director to fill out page 3.  Please send this proposal electronically to the Associate Dean of the Faculty at dramdath@smith.edu by December 10th.  
Background for Instructors:  Presidential seminars are offered at the 300-level on a wide range of topics.  One goal of a Presidential seminar is to offer seniors and juniors an opportunity to explore a new topic, but not at an introductory level.  Thus, Presidential seminars should be designed to provide juniors and seniors with an opportunity at an appropriately advanced level of work on a topic of significance that requires the talents, perspectives and approaches of several fields.  
Presidential seminars may be offered in either semester.  Presidential Seminars should be team taught by members of two different departments.  In some cases, Presidential Seminars are taught by a single member of the faculty with a cross-disciplinary or interdisciplinary focus.  The seminar should be structured to appeal to students from a variety of disciplines, and credit for the seminar will be granted as an interdisciplinary course (PRS).  Presidential Seminars may be cross-listed for credit in a department(s) or program(s), and enrollment is limited to 12 (15 if team taught).
A number of slots in these seminars may be reserved for juniors who wish to do preliminary work on a topic in preparation for an honor’s thesis or simply to experience an intensive research experience at this point in their college career.  These seminars may also be constructed as a culminating experience for majors. Presidential seminars are ideal venues for offering writing-intensive courses for advanced students or for providing continuing experience working with quantitative methods. 

In proposing to teach a Presidential seminar, please indicate below which of your current courses will be bracketed or if a replacement for a current course would be requested.  Please consult with the Associate Dean of the Faculty if you have questions about your proposed seminar. 
Date:

Instructor(s):

Home Department(s)/program(s) of instructor(s):

Title of PRS:
PRS Description (100 words or less, including any prerequisites, permissions, and/or other restrictions):

Latin Honors designation PRS will carry (if any):

Please circle appropriate status:

Permanent
Experimental

Academic year PRS is to be offered:
Please indicate appropriate pattern of offering:

Fall 

Spring
Please indicate frequency of offering (please note the course should be taught twice):
Every year beginning in __________
Alternate years beginning in _______
Other _________________________
Time block in which course will meet:

Number of class meetings per week:  (Please note the minimum total of minutes a seminar must meet each week is 110.)
Assessment of student academic performance (indicate percentage as appropriate):

    ___ quizzes 

___ final examination
___ oral reports
___ hour-tests

    ___ paper(s)

____ group work

___ other (explain below):

Will this course have any prerequisites (if yes, please list)? 

Please describe the talents and expertise of the students who would benefit from this course. 

How is this course interdisciplinary? 

Please attach your course syllabus or a one-page outline of the course. 

FOR DEPARTMENT CHAIRS AND PROGRAM DIRECTORS

Interdepartmental Connections

How does the subject matter of this PRS intersect with any other department/program?

Please explain and provide a copy of this proposal to the appropriate chairs/directors and ask them to email their comments on this proposal to the Associate Dean of the Faculty in the Provost’s Office.

Approval and Staffing

(If the PRS is to be team taught, please make a copy of this sheet for each chair/director.)

This PRS was approved by the _________________ department/program on ________.

The course, which was converted, is _________.

The course, which will be bracketed to allow Professor_____________ to teach this PRS, is_____________.

The department will/will not request a replacement for this Presidential Seminar.

If a replacement is requested, please indicate the course and current instructor:    __________________

______________________________________________________

Date:____________

Signature of Chair/Director

Comments from the chair or director:

Submission

Please submit this form and syllabus electronically to the Associate Dean of the Faculty at dramdath@smith.edu by December 10th.

