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New NIH Public Access Mandate
On December 26, 2007, President Bush signed the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2007 (H.R. 2764), which directs the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to provide public access to its funded research. In response, NIH recently implemented its Public Access Policy which states:

SEC. 218. The Director of the National Institutes of Health shall require that all investigators funded by the NIH submit or have submitted for them to the National Library of Medicine's PubMed Central an electronic version of their final, peer-reviewed manuscripts upon acceptance for publication, to be made publicly available no later than 12 months after the official date of publication…
This new mandate requires scientists to submit journal articles that arise from NIH funds to the digital archive PubMed Central (http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/). [Note: PubMed Central and PubMed are distinct from one another.  For more information, see http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/about/faq.html#q8 ]. This submission will allow articles to be accessible to the public on PubMed Central to help advance science and improve human health.  In its essence, the policy requires that authors take the following three steps (see http://publicaccess.nih.gov/FAQ.htm#c1 for more information on these requirements):

1. Address the copyright agreement to ensure that it allows the article to be submitted to NIH.

Authors should work with the publisher before any rights are transferred to ensure that all conditions of the NIH Public Access Policy can be met. Authors should avoid signing any agreements with publishers that do not allow the author to comply with the NIH Public Access Policy. This may include adding to or modifying the copyright agreement.  As an example, the kind of language that an author might add to a copyright agreement includes the following:

 "Journal acknowledges that Author retains the right to provide a copy of the final manuscript to the NIH upon acceptance for Journal publication, for public archiving in PubMed Central as soon as possible but no later than 12 months after publication by Journal."

2. Submit the article to NIH.  Before attempting to submit an article to the NIH Manuscript Submission system (NIHMS), researchers should first check the list of publications that currently submit articles directly to PubMed Central on behalf of their authors.  These include most Pubmed journals.  The list can be viewed at http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm.  If the publication in which your article will appear is on this list, you do not have to take any additional action.

If the publication in which your article will appear is not on this list, either you or your publisher must submit the article to PubMed Central via NIHMS, at http://www.nihms.nih.gov/.   The National Library of Medicine has a brief description of what this involves (http://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/techbull/jf08/jf08_skill_kit_manuscript.html), which includes a link to a tutorial page (http://nihms.nih.gov/web-help/index.html) featuring illustrated slide shows explaining the submission process in detail.
NIHMS will take the manuscript in many different formats, including Word and PDF.  It will also take supporting files in Excel, PowerPoint, and numerous graphic formats.  Once the files are submitted, NIH will convert the files to a web-based format.  The system allows the PI to review the web formatted manuscript and make changes or corrections if necessary. 
If you have questions about public access versus open access, see http://publicaccess.nih.gov/FAQ.htm#f2 .
3. Cite the article using its Pubmed Central reference number (PMCID).  As of May 25, 2008, when citing an article in NIH applications, proposals, and progress reports that falls under the Policy, and was authored or co-authored by you or arose from your NIH award, you must include the PubMed Central reference number (PMCID). This policy includes applications submitted to the NIH for the May 25, 2008 due date and subsequent due dates.  The FAQ item on the proper format for these citations is available at http://publicaccess.nih.gov/FAQ.htm#c6 .
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