FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT CHOOSING A MAJOR

1) When do I have to declare my major?


A major must be declared before the course registration period for first semester junior year courses.  A “hold” will be placed on a student’s registration at that time until she has declared her major.  A student must declare her major before submitting an application to any Smith exchange or study abroad program.

2) How do I declare my major?


Complete the form on the reverse of this document and obtain signatures from:

1) your new major adviser;

2) your pre-major adviser (who should forward your advising folder to your new major advisor).
Return the completed form to the Registrar’s Office, where it becomes “officially declared.”

3) Can I change majors and/or advisers?



Yes, either or both by simply completing the Declaration of Major form on the reverse.  Always obtain the signature of your current adviser(s) so that your folder can be forwarded to your new adviser.

4) What if I want to double major?



You must have both majors listed on the form with an adviser’s signature for each major.  Smith College, in general, discourages double majoring.  It has no significant added value for graduate school admissions or for professional career choices.  Also by having to complete the requirements of two majors, you are automatically reducing the choices that you would otherwise have to explore courses in other departments, disciplines, and programs.

5) Must I also declare a “minor” as well as a “major”?



No, a “minor” is optional and minors are not offered in all departments.  A minor is declared with the same procedure as for the major and may be added at any time up to the second semester of the senior year.

6)
How many majors/minors may I have?

On its official transcripts, Smith College will recognize the completion of no more than two majors, one major and one minor, or  one major and one Five College Certificate. 

7)
If I double major or major and minor what counts “outside the major”?



All courses outside the department of the major count as “outside the major.”  Therefore, courses in a second major or in a minor in a department other than the primary major department are “outside the major.”



e.g. If you major in Economics and Government, all of the Government Department courses are outside the Economics major and vice-versa.



e.g. If you are a Government major and an East Asian Studies minor, all of the courses in the minor are outside the major except for any Government courses in the minor.

8) May the same courses count in two majors or in a major and a minor?

Yes.

9)
How do I select my adviser?

Attend the presentation of your intended major offered by that program or department; ask the Department Chair of your intended major for recommendations; select a faculty member you have had as a teacher in a class who is listed as an adviser in the catalogue; ask juniors and seniors for suggestions and discuss your choice with a Class Dean.
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