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TWELVE COLLEGE EXCHANGE GUIDELINES
GENERAL GUIDELINES:  A limited number of students are selected to participate on the Twelve College Exchange Program each year.  The colleges in the exchange are:

 

Amherst College

Bowdoin College
Connecticut College
 Wellesley College



Mount Holyoke College
Trinity College

Vassar College
 
 Connecticut College-NTI



Wesleyan University
 
Wheaton College
Dartmouth College
 Williams-Mystic Seaport Program

The exchange is intended for the junior year.

Academic Requirements :
     Candidates must:

· have a minimum overall 3.0 cumulative average;

· have officially declared a major before submitting an application;

· have no shortage of credits on your record at the time of participation;
· not transfer to the host college on the 12 College Exchange after the exchange experience.
A student may apply to only one college for the academic year, but may apply to one college for the fall semester and 

a different college for the spring semester.
Applications are available online at the Class Deans’ webpage:  www.smith.edu/classdeans/new_guidelines.php,  scroll down to "Go on an Exchange Program", print guidelines and application.
FINANCIAL AID:
· Smith College allocates a limited amount of money to replace Smith grants for students on the Twelve College Exchange Program.  
· Federal grants and loans will travel on the 12 College Exchange.
· Smith financial aid for international students does not carry on the Twelve College Exchange.
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS:
  *   FEBRUARY 1   *
· no later than February 1:  Applications must be submitted to the Class Deans Office for the academic year or either semester.  Late applications will not be accepted.
· late March:  Students will receive letters of acceptance directly from the host college.  
· early April:  Students who are accepted will be asked to confirm their acceptance both at Smith, by signing a Twelve College Exchange Confirmation form, and also with the host college.  A non‑refundable deposit may be required by the host college at that time.  
· before deadline of host school:  If the student does not accept the offer of the host college, she must notify the host college and Smith in writing of her decision to decline.  Students accepted on the exchange will pay the regular tuition/fees of the host college directly to that college.
· before May 1:  After receiving confirmation the student must submit an Approved Off Campus Study/Leave form and may not change her mind except for most exceptional circumstances.  After confirmation of acceptance all arrangements are handled by the host college directly with the student.  A non-refundable deposit may be required by the host institution before May 1.  
If for some reason the student cannot attend the program after confirming with both Smith and the host college, the student must immediately inform both colleges in writing of the decision to decline the offer.  The student then has two options; the student may rescind the Approved Off-Campus Study/Leave and return to Smith or change her status to a personal leave of absence. 

***IMPORTANT:  If the student signs the confirmation form stating that she will participate on the exchange and then decides not to attend, no credits from any other institution may be transferred to the student's Smith College record for the designated period.    

COURSE PROGRAMS/CREDITS:  The 12-College application requires the student to list a tentative course program while away on exchange.  Course programs at the host college must have the approval of the major adviser at Smith.  If necessary, it is possible for the student to change her courses when registering at the host college, but if the course is to count toward her major, she must still get approval from her major adviser.

A student is expected to carry the normal full course load at the host college.  No more than 40 credits (the equivalent of one full year) will be granted for work done during a year on the exchange.  An overload at the host college may not be used to enable a student to carry a minimum course load in a subsequent semester at Smith. Smith students must abide by the academic policies and deadlines set by the host institution.

Grades from the Twelve Colleges:  These grades are recorded on the Smith record but they  do not count in the overall GPA and they do not count in the determination of Latin Honors awards or the Dean's List designations.  The courses may however be counted in the Latin Honors distribution requirement.

*Any student on the 12-College Exchange whose grades at the host institution are unsatisfactory will have her record reviewed by the Administrative Board subsequent to her return to Smith and may be placed on probation for her next Smith semester.

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE:  To study at Dartmouth for an academic year, a student may select one of the following sequences (please note that students accepted at Dartmouth must attend a summer session):



summer/fall/spring     summer/winter/spring
fall/spring/summer     winter/spring/summer
summer/fall/winter
A student accepted for any Dartmouth sequence may not be enrolled at Smith during the same academic year. Smith will not accept two summer terms in any three term sequence as equivalent to one academic year.  The normal course load at Dartmouth is three courses in each of three terms which is equated with the normal load of eight courses at Smith.

CONNECTICUT COLLEGE - NATIONAL THEATER INSTITUTE:  Students who wish to apply for a semester at the National Theater Institute must apply directly to the Institute at 305 Great Neck Road, Waterford, CT 06385, and file the regular Twelve College Exchange application for Connecticut College/NTI at Smith by the February 1 deadline.

WILLIAMS-MYSTIC SEAPORT PROGRAM:  Students who wish to apply for a semester, either fall or spring, at the Williams College‑Mystic Seaport Program in Maritime Studies must apply directly to the Program at Mystic, CT 06355, and file the regular Twelve College Exchange application for the Williams College‑Mystic Seaport Program here at Smith by the February 1 deadline.

If a student is accepted by either NTI or Williams-Mystic to participate on their programs, the student may choose to accept the offer, but only if the student is also selected for the exchange by Smith College will financial aid travel to the host school.  Please keep in mind that only a limited amount of money is allocated to support students on the Twelve College Exchange.
FOREIGN STUDY PROGRAMS:  The foreign study programs of the participating colleges are not approved for transfer credit through the Twelve College Exchange Program.  Information and guidelines on approved study abroad programs (outside the U.S.) are available in the Office of International Study here at Smith.
THE FINANCIAL AID AWARD used by a student on the exchange, including both scholarships and loans, can be no larger than it would have been had the student remained at Smith.  It will not be possible for Smith to guarantee the opportunity for a term‑time job as the host college will give priority to its own students.  However, if a student has difficulty finding a job the student should contact the Smith Student Employment Coordinator for assistance.

During the time you are on the exchange, all financial aid available to you will come from Smith and not from the host institution.  If, for example, you need an emergency short‑term loan, you should communicate with the Smith College Student Financial Services Office.

If you have any questions about these arrangements, please consult with the staff in the Student Financial Services Office, College Hall.  















Updated 06/11
QUESTIONS MOST ASKED ABOUT THE 12-COLLEGE EXCHANGE PROGRAM  
1)
How competitive is the selection process?  Are some colleges in the exchange easier to get into than others?


In addition to your academic record and your reasons for wishing to take part in the exchange, as stated in your essay, there are several other factors which determine eligibility and acceptance into the program.  The number of Smith students who apply to each college, space availability at each college and financial aid are taken into consideration.  The outcome varies from year to year and there is no way to predict the number of applicants for each college until the deadline when all applications have been submitted.  During the application process it is fair to say that each college is as competitive as the other and there is not one that is easier to get into than another. 

2)
Can I apply to attend a college for only one semester?


Yes.  Most of the colleges in the exchange will accept students for only one semester, however, Dartmouth only accepts students for the year which is composed of a three term sequence (one must be a summer term).

3)
Can I apply to one college for fall semester and a different college for the spring semester?


Yes.  You can apply to a different college for each semester, but you cannot apply to more than one college for the academic year. 

4)
If I want to go on the exchange only for the spring semester, do I have to apply by the February 1 deadline? 


Yes.  The application deadline for the 12-College Exchange Program is February 1 for any part of the following academic year.  There is no separate deadline for the spring semester.

5)
What is the difference between participating on the 12-College Exchange Program and attending another college in the United States during my junior year?


The application process for a college on the 12-College Exchange is much easier than applying to another school independently.  Students only have to complete the Smith 12-College Exchange application and only after acceptance do the students have to deal directly with the host institution.  In addition, if you are accepted on the 12-College Exchange Program and are receiving financial aid from Smith, most of your aid will transfer to the college on the exchange.


A student who would like to spend a semester or academic year at another accredited U.S. institution that is not a Smith program, must make all inquiries, applications and arrangements directly with those institutions, and financial aid does not transfer.  The student may then request a leave of absence or withdraw from Smith for the time away.  More information on independent study in the United States is available on the Class Deans webpage www.smith.edu/classdeans/newguidelines.php.  Refer to the Guidelines for Transferring Credit from Another U.S. Institution and the information on Students Leaving the College to Study away.

6)
Can I transfer to my host institution after the 12 College Exchange?


12 College Exchange students may not transfer to their host institution under any circumstances.
7)
Since I'm using this year's catalogue to list my course program on the 12-College application, can I change courses if I need to when I actually register at the host college?


Yes.  When completing the 12-College application, we want you to have a tentative course of study in mind while you are away.  Your major adviser will review and approve your intended course program, especially if you plan to enroll in courses which count toward your major.   You may change your courses if necessary, but it is your responsibility to make sure the courses are acceptable to your major department.

8) 
Can I take courses S/U while on the exchange?


While on exchange you are responsible for following the academic policies and procedures of the host institution.  If S/U or pass/fail courses are allowed at that college, then you are allowed to enroll in those courses.

9)
Do my grades during the exchange appear on my transcript?  Do they count in my GPA?


As stated in the 12-College Exchange Guidelines, grades are recorded on the Smith transcript but do not count in the overall GPA and do not count in the determination of Latin Honors awards or Dean's List designations. The courses may however be counted in the Latin Honors distribution requirement.

10)
While away on exchange, do I receive registration and housing information for my return to Smith?


Yes.  You will receive all the necessary materials and information for your return directly from the Registrar and the Housing/Student Affairs Office.


The Registrar's Office will send you an email regarding your leave address late in the summer which you will need to respond to.  Your registration and housing materials will be sent to the address that you indicate in your return email.

11)
After confirming that I accept the offer of the host college to attend the exchange program, may I change my mind and decline?


Yes, it is possible.  By confirming acceptance on the exchange, please keep in mind that a space has been reserved for you at the host college that could have been awarded to another applicant.  We do not have a waiting list for the exchange, so if you decline, another student does not get to participate in your place.


If you find that you cannot attend the program after confirming with both Smith and the host college, you must immediately notify both colleges in writing of your decision to decline the offer.  By signing the Smith College confirmation form, you agreed that no credits from an institution other than the one on the exchange will be transferred to your Smith record for the designated period, so you would not be allowed to study for credit at another institution.  You may rescind your Approved Off-Campus Study/Leave form and return to Smith or you may change your status to a personal leave of absence.

12)
Do I pay tuition/fees to Smith College or to the host college?


After acceptance on the exchange, all arrangements are handled by the host college directly with the student.  The regular tuition/fees are billed by the host college and paid to that college.  If you receive financial aid from Smith, your aid will transfer to the host college.  (Refer to financial aid information on the guideline sheet for details.)  
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